This syllabus is still subject to change. 

Qualitative Research
BN 140-1 #102
Fall 2025 Wednesday 10:00AM-12:50 PM

Instructor: Jeehwan PARK (professor, cultural anthropologist)
Email: jeehwan95@snu.ac.kr
Tel: 02-880-9218
Office Hours: BN140-1 #510 or Zoom meeting by appointment

Class Description and Objectives

This course is designed to provide GSIS students with a practical understanding of qualitative research, with a particular emphasis on ethnographic methods. While it does not expect students to become anthropologists, it encourages them to apply qualitative research methods effectively and rigorously in their thesis work. To this end, the course offers practical guidance on qualitative techniques and fosters critical reflection on the theoretical and ethical issues they entail. 

Reading Materials 

Lareau, Annette. 2021. Listening to People: A practical guide to interviewing, participant observation, data analysis, and writing it all up. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. (Please buy this book or read it in the GSIS library)

Other course materials are available electronically on the ETL platform at http://etl.snu.ac.kr/. Please use them only for your own reference.

Class Format
This class involves lectures and discussions. We consider our class productive only when we are all thoroughly engaged with reading materials and discussions. Therefore, all the members of this course, including the instructor, must read all the assigned readings in each week and be prepared to participate in the discussion. 
The instructor will deliver a lecture lasting about 50 minutes and present a few intriguing discussion questions which you will submit every week. After taking a brief break, we will proceed to a discussion session. 
During this session, three or four students will form small groups and engage in a 15-minute discussion. Within these small groups, you may address the questions chosen by the instructor based on your responses, or you can introduce your own questions and work together with your group members to find answers. Subsequently, we will transition to a whole-class discussion where all members are encouraged to participate. You are welcome to share the insights from your small group discussions with the rest of the class, and you are also free to bring up additional questions. 
Participation in the discussion session does not necessarily entail speaking up as much as possible. Instead, actively participating involves listening attentively and respectfully to your classmates’ contributions and appropriately responding to them. Throughout the seminar, it is crucial to maintain respect for your classmates as well as instructor rather than dominating the conversation. 

Course Requirements and Grading

Discussion Questions
To enhance your engagement with the readings and active participation in the class, you are expected to submit discussion questions on a weekly basis. These must be posted on the ETL by 2 PM every Tuesday, except for the final class for which no submission is required. Your questions can address points you find challenging in the readings, but it is encouraged to focus on questions that promote critical examination of the main arguments. It is highly recommended that you elaborate on why you are posing these questions rather than simply raising questions. 
You do not have to summarize the entire readings, nor you need to address all the texts in your response. The number of your questions or the length of your response papers does not matter. Instead, I will evaluate your engagement with the readings by reviewing the quality of your questions. Every week, I will give you feedback on your discussion questions in English, Japanese, or Korean. 

Grading
Your grade will be based on the evaluation of your discussion questions, participation in class discussions, and attendance. If you anticipate being absent, please let me know, if possible, in advance. I will decide later whether it will be counted as an absence. Each absence will result in a deduction of one point. However, even if you are absent, you can still earn up to 5 points by submitting weekly discussion questions. If your discussion questions are excellent, I may award more than 5 points for each weekly assignment. Since this course is not graded on a curve, you do not need to worry too much about the grading.

Discussion questions 	 		 5 points ⅹ 13	= 65 
Participation				 25 points ⅹ 1	= 25
Attendance				 10 points ⅹ 1	= 10

Class Schedule 

1st week September 3 Introduction

Part I. Perspectives

2nd week September 10 Quality Qualitative Research

Small, Mario Luis and Jessica McCrory Calarco. 2022. Qualitative Literacy: A Guide To Evaluation Ethnographic and Interview Research. Berkeley: University of California Press. Pp. 1-151.

3rd week September 17 The Nature of Ethnographic Research Method

Lareau, Annette. 2021. “Conclusion: Why Interviews and Participant Observation Research Are Valuable.” Listening to People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Hammersley, Martyn and Paul Atkinson. 2007. “What is Ethnography?” Ethnography: Principles in Practices. New York: Routledge. Pp. 1-19.
Geertz, Clifford. 1973. “Thick description: Toward an interpretive theory of culture.” The Interpretation of Cultures. New York: Basic Books. Pp. 3-30.
Andersson, Ruben. 2017. “From Radar Systems to Rickety Boats: Borderline Ethnography in Europe’s ‘Illegality Industry’.” In A. Elliot, R. Norum & N.B. Salazar (eds.), Methodologies of Mobility: Ethnography and Experiment. Pp. 88-108. 

4th week September 24 Generalization through Qualitative Analysis?

Maxwell, Joseph & Margaret Chmiel. 2014. “Generalization in and from Qualitative Analysis.” In Uwe Flick (ed.), The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Analysis. London: Sage Publications Ltd., pp. 540-553.
Maxwell, Joseph A. 2021. “Why qualitative methods are necessary for generalization.” Qualitative Psychology 8(1): 1-9.
Jorgensen, Clara. 2015. “Three Advantages of Cross-National Comparative Ethnography: Methodological Reflections from a Study of Migrants and Minority Ethnic Youth in English and Spanish Schools.” Ethnography and Education 10(1): 1-16.
Thaler, Kai M. 2017. “Mixed Method Research in the Study of Political and Social Violence and Conflict.” Journal of Mixed Methods Research 11(1): 59-76.

5th week October 1 Reading Ethnography (1)

Kim, Minjeong. 2018. Elusive belonging: Marriage immigrants and “multiculturalism” in rural South Korea. University of Hawaii Press. [E-book]

6th week October 8 Korean Thanksgiving Holiday (Make-up class on December 17)

Part II. Acquiring Information

7th week October 15 Qualitative Research Design

Lareau, Annette. 2021. “Before You Begin: Dreaming and Thinking.” “Preparing: The Early Steps in a Study.” Listening to People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Guest, Greg, Arwen Bunce, and Laura Johnson. 2006. “How many interviews are enough? An experiment with data saturation and variability.” Field methods 18(1): 59-82.
Venkatesh, Sudhir Alladi. 2008. “How Does It Feel to Be Black and Poor?” Gang Leader for a Day: A Rogue Sociologist Takes to the Streets. New York: Penguin Press. Pp. 1-25.

8th week October 22 Observation and Participation

Lareau, Annette. 2021. “Learning to Do Participant Observation: A Practical Guide.” Listening to People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Venkatesh, Sudhir Alladi. 2008. “First Days on Federal Street.” “Someone to Watch Over Me.” Gang Leader for a Day. New York: Penguin Press. Pp. 27-111.
Presson, Brittany. 2023. “Shifting Codes, Continual Vetting, and Recurrent Rapport-Building in Ethnographic Fieldwork.” In A.M. Marvasti & J.F. Gubrium (eds.), Crafting Ethnographic Fieldwork: Sites, Selves, and Social Worlds. London & New York; Routledge. Pp. 107-123. [copy]
Samudra, Jaida Kim. 2008. “Memory in Our Body: Thick Participation and the Translation of Kinesthetic Experience.” American Ethnologist 35(4): 665-681.

9th week October 29 Interviewing

Lareau, Annette. 2021. “Learning to Interview: What to Do before and after the Interview.” “How to Conduct a Good Interview: Dig Deep.” Listening to People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Swain, Jon & Brendan King. 2022. “Using Informal Conversations in Qualitative	Research.” International Journal of Qualitative Methods 21: 1-10.
Lounasmeri, Lotta. 2020. “Elite Interviewing: The Effects of Power in Interactions. The Experiences of a Northern Woman.” In T. Lähdesmäki et al. (eds.), Challenges and Solutions in Ethnographic Research: Ethnography with a Twist. London: Routledge. Pp. 146-158.

10th week November 5 Archival Research, Survey, and Comparative Research

Hammersley, Martyn and Paul Atkinson. 2007. “Documents and other artefacts, real and virtual.” Ethnography. New York: Routledge. Pp. 121-139.
Murchison, Julian. 2010. “Archives and Secondary Data.” Ethnography Essentials: Designing, Conducting, and Presenting Your Research. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. Pp. 157-170. [scan]
Crane, Julia & Michael Angrosino. 1992. “Designing a Survey.” Field Projects in Anthropology: A Student Handbook (3rd Edition). Waveland Press. Pp. 146-159. [scan]
Pacheco-Vega, Raul. 2021. “Comparative methods for the study of waste.” The Routledge Handbook of Waste Studies. Routledge. Pp. 121-138. [copy]

11th week November 12 Visual and Participatory Methods

Kozinets, Robert. 2020. “Data: The Methodology of Netnographic Data Collection.” Netnography: The Essential Guide to Qualitative Social Media Research (3rd. Edition). Thousand Oaks, CA; Univ. of California Press. Pp. 189-209. [scan]
Miller, Daniel. 2021. “The Anthropology of Social Media.”. In H. Geismar & H. Knox (eds.), Digital Anthropology (2nd Edition), London; Sage. Pp. 85-100.
Bronsvort, Irene. 2022. “Seeing the Street Through Instagram: Digital Platforms and the Amplification of Gentrification.” Urban Studies 59(14): 2857-2874.
Ferguson, Rachael-Heath. 2017. “Offline ‘Stranger’ and Online ‘Lurker’: Methods	for an Ethnography of Illicit Transactions on the Darknet.” Qualitative Research 17(6): 683-698.
12th week November 19 Reading Ethnography (2)

Karim, Lamia. 2011. Microfinance and its discontents: Women in debt in Bangladesh. University of Minnesota Press. [가난을 팝니다 , 박소현 옮김,  파주: 오월의봄, 2015].

Part III. Interpreting Information

13th week November 26 Recording and Analyzing Data

Lareau, Annette. 2021. “Writing High-Quality Field Notes: Details Matter.” “Data Analysis: Thinking as you Go.” Listening to People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
Kohn, Tamara. 2010. “The Role of Serendipity and Memory in Experiencing Fields.” In Peter Collins & Anselma Gallinat (eds.), The Ethnographic Self as Resource: Writing Memory and Experience into Ethnography. New York & Oxford: Berghahn Books, Pp. 185-199.
Coleman, Simon. 2010. “On Remembering and Forgetting in Writing and Fieldwork.” In Peter Collins & Anselma Gallinat (eds.), The Ethnographic Self as Resource: Writing Memory and Experience into Ethnography. New York & Oxford: Berghahn Books, Pp. 215-227.
Ryan, Gery W., and H. Russell Bernard. 2003. “Techniques to identify themes.” Field methods 15(1): 85-109. 

14th week December 3 Writing Ethnography

Lareau, Annette. 2021. “Writing: Becoming Clearer about Your Contribution.” Listening to People. Chicago: University of Chicago Press
Menzfeld, Mira. 2021. “Composing ethnographic texts: how to use stylistic and argumentative techniques properly.” EthnoScripts 23(1): 92-115.
Brettell, B. Caroline. 1996. When They Read What We Write: The Politics of Ethnography. Westport, Conn.: Bergin & Garvey.
Scheper-Hughes, Nancy. 2000. “Ire in Ireland.” Ethnography 1(1): 117-140.

15th week December 10 Research Ethics

Hammersley, Martyn and Paul Atkinson. 2007. “Research Ethics.” Ethnography: Principles in Practices. New York: Routledge. Pp. 209-229.
Venkatesh, Sudhir Alladi. 2008. “The Hustler and the Hustled.” “Black and Blue.” Gang Leader for a Day. New York: Penguin Press. Pp. 185-246.
Bourgois, Philippe. 1990. “Confronting the ethics of ethnography: lessons from fieldwork in Central America.” Journal of Peace Research 27(1): 43-54. 
Coggeshall, John. 2004. “Closed Doors: Ethical Issues with Prison Ethnography.” In L. Hume & J. Mulcock (eds.), Anthropologists in the Field: Cases in Participant Observation, New York: Columbia Univ. Press. pp. 140-152. 

16th week December 17 Reading Ethnography (3) 

Benedict, Timothy O. 2022. Spiritual Ends: Religion and the Heart of Dying in Japan. University of Californian Press. [E-book]
2

