Japanese Society and Culture
Spring 2021 Tuesday 10:00AM-12:50 PM
Online Seminar (tentatively)

Instructor: Jeehwan PARK(associate professor, cultural anthropologist)
Email: jeehwan95@snu.ac.kr
Tel: 02-880-9218
Office Hours: BN140-1 #510, Friday 10AM~12PM or by appointment

Class Description and Objectives
This seminar aims to understand sociocultural (trans)formations of Post-war Japanese society by referring to historical, anthropological, and sociological literatures. Its reading materials will cover the (trans)formations from the Occupation Period (1945-1952) to the 21st century Japan by examining the themes of family, schooling, work as well as by addressing various topics such as masculinity, ethnicity, migration, popular culture, sports culture, globalization and finally local communities in Post-3/11 Japan. In so doing, this seminar will prepare graduate students to have a general understanding on contemporary Japan and further develop their own research interests in Japanese (and international) studies.

Reading Materials 
The class materials include book chapters from the following lists as well as articles from academic journals. All the materials will be electronically provided on the ETL, http://etl.snu.ac.kr/.

Course Requirement and Grading
This seminar will be conducted as discussion as well as lecture and presentation, in which we are all intensively engaged with readings. Therefore, ALL the members of this seminar including the instructor MUST read ALL the assigned readings in each week and be prepared to participate in discussion. 
In order to facilitate your engagement with the readings and your participation in class, you are required to submit a response paper to the instructor by 2 PM on EVERY Monday. You can submit your response paper on the form of online text or file attachment on the ETL. 
The response paper does not need to be long. One page or less is good enough. It may include two or three paragraphs of questions and/or critiques about main arguments in the readings. In so doing, you would explain why the questions and critiques are relevant to understand the readings rather than just raising some issues. 
Grades will be given by evaluating individual response papers, presentations, participation in class discussion and attendance overall. 

Class Format
Class format may include individual presentation and intensive discussion as well as brief lecture by the instructor. The format will be finalized later considering the number of students enrolled in this seminar.

Class Schedule

1st week March 2 Overview of the Seminar

PART ONE. Historical Contexts of Post-war Japan

2nd week March 9 Occupation and its Legacies

Gordon, Andrew. 2019. “Occupied Japan” In A Modern History of Japan. pp. 232-251.

Dower, John. 1999. “What Do You Tell the Dead When You Lose.” Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of World War II. pp. 485-521.

Lee, Yung-jin. 2015. “Postwar Japan and the Politics of Mourning: The Meaning and the Limits of War Experiences.” Seoul Journal of Japanese Studies 1: 89-113.

3rd week March 16 Formations of Social Contracts

Gordon, Andrew. 2019. “Economic and Social Transformations,” “Political Struggles and Settlements of the High-Growth Era,” “Global Power in a Polarized World.” In A Modern History of Japan. pp.253-321.

Kelly, W. William. 1993. “Finding a Place in Metropolitan Japan: Ideologies, Institutions, and Everyday Life.” Postwar Japan as History. pp. 189-216.

4th week March 23 Lost Decades and Beyond

Gordon, Andrew. 2019. “Japan’s Lost Decades” “Shock, Disaster, and the End of the Heisei Era.” In A Modern History of Japan. pp.322-375.

Allison, Anne. 2013. “From Lifelong to Liquid Japan.” Precarious Japan. pp. 21-42.

PART TWO: Core Institutions in Contemporary Japan

5th week March 30 Work: Salaryman and Part-timers

Allison, Anne. 1994. “Social Place and Identity,” “The Meaning and Place of Work: The Sarariiman,” “Family and Home” Nightwork: Sexuality, Pleasure, and Corporate Masculinity in a Tokyo Hostess Club. Chicago University Press. Pp. 84-113.

Cook, Emma E. 2013. “Expectation of Failure: Maturity and Masculinity for Freeters in Contemporary Japan.” Social Science Japan Journal 16(1): 29-43. 

6th week April 6 Schooling: Divided Life Paths

Kariya, Takehiko. 2010. “From credential society to ‘learning capital’ society: A rearticulation of class formation in Japanese education and society.” Social class in contemporary Japan. Routledge. Pp. 105-131.

Brinton, Mary C. 2010. “Social class and economic life chances in post-industrial Japan: The ‘lost generation’.” Social Class in Contemporary Japan. Routledge. Pp. 132-152.

Slater, David H. 2010. “The new working class of urban Japan: socialization and contradiction from middle school to the labor market.” Social Class in Contemporary Japan. Pp. 137-169.

Park, Jeehwan. 2014. “Hierarchical Socialisation in a Japanese Junior High School: The Formation of a Sense of One’s Place,” Social Science Japan Journal 17(2): 189-205.

7th week April 13 ‘Japanese’ Family: Motherhood 

Borovoy, Amy. 2005. “The motherhood, nurturance, and total care in postwar national ideology,” “Good wives: Negotiating Martial Relationship.” The Too-Good Wife: Alcohol, Codependency, and the Politics of Nurturance in Postwar Japan. University of California Press. Pp. 67-114.

Allison, Anne. 2000. “Producing Mothers” Permitted and Prohibited Desires. University of California Press. Pp. 105-122.

Ezawa, Aya. 2010. “Motherhood and class: Gender, class, and reproductive practices among Japanese single mothers.” Social class in contemporary Japan. Routledge. Pp. 215-238.

PART THREE: Divergency in Changing Population 

8th week April 20 The Ethics of Dying in Super-Aging Japan

Traphagan, John W. 2006. “Being a good Rojin: senility, power, and self-actualization in Japan.” Annette Leibing and Lawrence Cohen eds. Thinking about Dementia-Culture, Loss, and the Anthropology of Senility. Rutgers University Press. Pp. 269-284.

Kim, Heekyuong. 2020. “When I Die: Biopolitics and the Ethics of Dying in Japan’s Super-aged Society.” Seoul Journal of Japanese Studies 6: 95-118.

Long, Susan. 2020. “Family, Time, and Meaning toward the End of Life in Japan.” Anthropology & Aging 41(2): 24-45.

Danely, Jason. 2015. “Care and Recognition: Encountering the Other World.” Aging and loss: Mourning and maturity in contemporary Japan. Rutgers University Press. Pp. 161-184.

9th week April 27 The Politics of Masculinity

Roberson, James. 2003. “Japanese Working-Class Masculinities: Marginalized Complicity.” Men and Masculinities in Contemporary Japan. pp.126-143. 

Nakamura, Karen and Hisako Matsuo. 2003. “Female Masculinity and Fantasy Spaces: Transcending Genders in the Takarazuka Theatre and Japanese Popular Culture.” Men and Masculinities in Contemporary Japan. pp. 59-76. 

McLelland, Mark. 2005. “Salarymen doing queer: Gay men and the heterosexual public sphere.” In Genders, Transgenders, and Sexualities in Japan. pp. 96-110.

Jee, Eunsook. 2016. “The Masculinity of Unmarried Sons as Family Caregivers: Changing Family Dynamics and Gender Order in Japan.” Seoul Journal of Japanese Studies 2: 161-190.

10th week May 4 Invisible Race?: The Burakumin

Hankins, Joseph D. 2014. “Of Skins and Workers: Producing the Buraku,” “Ushimatsu Left for Texas: Passing the Buraku.” Working skin: Making leather, making a multicultural Japan. University of California Press. Pp. 31-92.

Martin, Alex. 2019. “Embracing a buraku heritage: Examining changing attitudes toward a social minority” the japan times. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/02/16/national/social-issues/embracing-buraku-heritage-examining-changing-attitudes-toward-social-minority/#.Xjt8dGgzaUk

PART FOUR: Popular Cultures in Cool Japan

11th week May 11 Girls’ Popular Cultures 

Kinsella, Sharon. 1995. “Cuties in japan.” Lise Skov and Brian Moeran eds. Women, media and consumption in Japan. University of Hawaii Press. Pp. 220-254.

Gagne, Isaac. 2008. “Urban Princesses: Performance and ‘Women's Language’ in Japan's Gothic/Lolita Subculture.” Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 18(1): 130-150.

Miller, Laura. 2004. "Those naughty teenage girls: Japanese kogals, slang, and media assessments." Journal of Linguistic Anthropology 14(2): 225-247.

Kim, Hyojin. 2016. “Yoshinaga Fumi’s Ooku: Historical Imagination and the Potential of Japanese Manga.” Seoul Journal of Japanese Studies 2: 193-217.

12th week May 18 The Sports world 

Kelly, William W. 2018. “Introducing Hanshin Tigers Baseball,” “In the Stands: Fans, Followers, and Fair-Weather Spectators,” “Baseball as Education and Entertainment,” “Workplace Melodramas and Second-City Complex.” The Sportsworld of the Hanshin Tigers: Professional Baseball in Modern Japan. University of California Press. Pp. 1-30, 126-151 and 179-234.

PART FIVE: Japan in a Global Context

13th week May 25 Migration I: Nikkejin

Tsuda, Takeyuki Gaku. 2001. “From ethnic affinity to alienation in the global ecumene: The encounter between the Japanese and Japanese-Brazilian return migrants.” Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational Studies 10(1): 53-91.

Tsuda, Takeyuki. 1999. “Transnational migration and the nationalization of ethnic identity among Japanese Brazilian return migrants.” Ethos 27(2): 145-179.

Tsuda, Takeyuki. 2003. “Assimilation Blues: Problems Among Assimilation-Oriented Japanese Brazilians.” Strangers in the ethnic homeland: Japanese Brazilian return migration in transnational perspective. Columbia University Press.

Ikeuchi, Suma. 2019. “From Slaves to Agents: Pentecostal Ethic and Precarious Labor among Brazilian Migrants in Toyota, Japan.” Journal of the American Academy of Religion 87(3): 791-823.

14th week May 25 Migration II: Filipinos 

Faier, Lieba. 2009. “America and Other Stories of Filipina Migration to Japan,” “The Pressures of Home,” and “Runaway Stories.” Intimate encounters: Filipina women and the remaking of rural Japan. Univ of California Press. Pp. 80-102, and 158-210.

15th week June 1 Multinational Corporation

Fuller, Ellen. 2009. “Uncertainty, Trust, and Commitment,” “Identity and Perception at Transco,” and “Authority as Culture and Gender Dominance.” Going global: culture, gender, and authority in the Japanese subsidiary of an American corporation. Temple University Press. Pp. 55-150.

PART FIVE: Post-3/11 Japan

16th week June 8 The Lived World in Post 3.11 Japan

Steger, Brigitte. 2015. “Solidarity and Distinction through Practices of Cleanliness in Tsunami Evacuation Shelters in Yamada, Iwate Prefecture.” in Gill, Tom, Brigitte Steger, and David H. Slater eds. Japan Copes with Calamity. Peter Lang GmbH, Internationaler Verlag der Wissenschaften. pp. 53-75.

Gill, Tom. 2015. “This Spoiled Soil: Place, People and Community in an Irradiated Village in Fukushima Prefecture.” In Japan Copes with Calamity. pp. 201-233.

Slater, David H. 2015. “Moralities of Volunteer Aid.” In Japan Copes with Calamity. pp. 267-291.

Slater, David H., Rika Morioka, and Haruka Danzuka. 2014. “Micro-politics of radiation: Young mothers looking for a voice in post–3.11 Fukushima.” Critical Asian Studies 46(3): 485-508.
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