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Course Description
This course intends to enhance students’ understanding of the basic structure and process of international legal system. The course will address the structure and operational mechanism of international legal system, which is essential to understanding international cooperation in various forms. Particular reference will be made to multitudes of contemporary problems of international concern and their legal aspects. Throughout the course, students will be asked to define and assess the role and limitation of law in international relations.
Readings

*Alexander Orakhelashvili, Akehurst’s Modern Introduction to International Law, Eighth Revised Edition (Routledge, 2019)

*Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, Eighth Edition (Cambridge University Press, 2017)

*Malcolm D. Evans, Blackstone’s International Law Documents, 14th Edition (Blackstone Press Ltd, 2019)

James Crawford (ed), Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law, Nineth Edition (Oxford University Press, 2019)

The books with an asterisk(*) will be used as the textbooks for the course, and students are required to obtain them. Other relevant materials will be handed out throughout the course. Students may find useful materials related to the course, among others, from the web-sites of American Society of International Law (www.asil.org), Asian Society of International Law (www.asiansil.org), International Court of Justice(www.icj-cij.org) and International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (www.itlos.org).
Course Schedule (Weekly)

Week 1. Introduction; Definition, Nature and Effectiveness of International Law

Akehurst, chs. 1-2 (Introduction; History)

Shaw, chs. 1-2 (The Nature and Development of International Law; International Law Today)

Week 2.  Source of International Law

Akehurst, ch. 3 (Sources of international law)

Shaw, ch. 3 (Sources)
Week 3. International Law and Municipal Law

Akehurst, ch. 4 (International Law and Municipal Law)

Shaw, ch. 4 (International Law and Municipal Law)

Week 4.  Subjects of International Law; Recognition of States and Governments

Akehurst, chs. 5-6 (Creation and recognition of States; Legal personality and non-State entities)
Shaw, chs. 5 and 8 (The Subjects of International Law; Recognition)

Week 5.  Individuals in International Law: Human Rights

Akehurst, chs.15-16 (Protected persons and entities: nationality and individual rights; Protected persons and entities: human rights, group rights and self-determination)
Shaw, chs. 6-7 (The International Protection of Human Rights; Individual Criminal Responsibility in Int’l Law)
Week 6.  Acquisition of Territory

Akehurst, ch.7 (Territory)
Shaw, ch. 9 (Territory)

Week 7.  Law of the Sea 

Akehurst, ch. 8 (The Law of the Sea)

Shaw, ch. 10 (The Law of the Sea) 

Text of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

Week 8.  Midterm Exam

Week 9.  Jurisdiction

Akehurst, ch. 10 (State jurisdiction)
Shaw, ch. 11 (Jurisdiction)
Week 10.  Immunity from Jurisdiction

Akehurst, ch. 11 (Immunity from Jurisdiction)

Shaw, ch. 12 (Immunities from Jurisdiction)

Text of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations

Week 11.  Law of Treaties

Akehurst, ch. 12 (Law of treaties)

Shaw, ch. 15 (The Law of Treaties)

Text of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties

Week 12.  State Responsibility

Akehurst, ch. 13 (State Responsibility)

Shaw, ch. 13 (State Responsibility)

Text of the ILC Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts

Week 13.  Pacific Settlement of Disputes

Akehurst, ch. 23 (Settlement of disputes)
Shaw, chs. 17-18 (The Settlement of Disputes by Peaceful Means; The International Court of Justice)

Text of the Statute of the International Court of Justice
Week 14.  Use of Force

Akehurst, chs. 20-21 (Use of force; Laws applicable to war and armed conflict)
Shaw, ch. 19 (International Law and the Use of Force by States)

Week 15.  Final Exam

Course Requirements

1) In-class Midterm Exam (30% of grade)

2) In-class Final Exam (60% of grade)

3) Class Attendance and Participation (10% of grade)

Office Hours
Professor Paik will be available for office hours normally on Wednesday afternoon from 2:30-4:30 pm. Appointments should be made in advance through his teaching assistant (Room 603). If students have another classes or activities at this time, an alternative appointment can be arranged.
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