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Course Objective

This course is intended to provide a broad historical as well as conceptual introduction of U.S. foreign policy.  Its primary object is to understand the transformation of a tiny part of former British colonies on the Atlantic coast into one of the most powerful empires in human history, and the interaction and the impact that the United States has had in international politics and East Asia since 1917.  Major events and doctrines, along with Asia policy, of each administration will be discussed in historical context. As such the course examines drivers, stakeholders and major institutions that determine the U.S. foreign policy decision-making process.  The class discussion will focus on persisting debates in the U.S. foreign policy tradition: isolationism vs internationalism, multilateralism vs unilateralism, idealism vs realism, promotion of democracy and human right vs non-interventionism and imperial overstretch.     

Basic Texts

· James C. Thomson, Jr., Peter W. Stanley & John Curtis Perry. Sentimental Imperialists: The American Experience in East Asia (New York: Harper Torchbooks, 1981)
· George Kennan, American Diplomacy (Chicago: The Univ. of Chicago Press, 1984)
· Walter Russell Mead, Special Providence: American Foreign Policy and How It Changed the World (New York: Rutledge, 2002)

· Michael H. Hunt, Crisis in U.S. Foreign Policy (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1996)

· Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994)

· Gordon A. Craig & Alexander L. George, Force and Statecraft: Diplomatic Problems of Our Time, 3rd Edition (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1995)

Course Requirements

1. Class participation (30%)

2. Group presentation (35%)

3. Take Home Exam (35%)

Guidelines
· Attendance will be important for keeping up with class.  Please be advised that questions for quizzes will be based on lecture given in class, not textbook.  Good attendance and active class participation will be reflected in grade.

· Student would choose a topic and do a group presentation in which you will discuss major aspects and problems of U.S foreign policies in each administration, and answer questions from fellow students.  In leading the discussion each presenter should identify the issue at stake and make a clear and convincing argument to support or criticize a certain aspect of U.S. foreign policy.  
· A take-home exam will be given to students at the end of the course.  Students would discuss the given question using reading materials assigned for the course as well as other sources, and should submit a paper within 24 hours.  Students should clearly identify the source when he or she quotes certain materials.
· Students can use their own laptops for note taking in class, yet web browsing, on-line chatting, and/or other course-unrelated activities will NOT be allowed. No cell phone use (including phone call, texting message, and/or phone applications) will be permitted during the class. Any violations will directly affect attendance and participation grades.
· All students must exhibit professionalism in and out of classroom.  Students are required to uphold a honor code regarding “academic standards, cheating, plagiarism, and the documentation of written work,” and be aware of the responsibility 

The updated syllabus will be distributed in the class. 
Class Schedule and Reading Assignment

I. INTRODUCTION (March 4)
· The Constitution of the United States, available at http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_transcript.html 

· Richard Grimmett, “Foreign Policy Roles of the President and Congress,” CRS Report to Congress. June 1, 1999. 
· James Q. Wilson & John J. Dilulio, American Government: Institutions & Policies, 2011; Foreign Policy & Military Policy chapters.

· Joseph E. Joffe, “How America Does It,” Foreign Affairs, September-October 1997, p. 13-27..
· Constitution and Founding Fathers

· Virtuous isolation vs Interventionism

· The U.S. Hegemony and its hubris 
II. PEACE: WILSON AND THE PARIS PEACE CONFERENCE, 1919 (March 11) 
· Wilson’s Idealism

· League of Nation and Collective Security

· Virtuous Isolation

· The 14 points 

Readings: 

· John Winthrop, “City Upon a Hill,” 1630
· The Declaration of Independence

· George Washington’s Farewell Address

· Kissinger, Diplomacy, pp. 218-245
· Hunt, Crisis in U.S. Foreign Policy, pp. 7-55
· Walter LaFeber, Clash: U.S.-Japanese Relations throughout History (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1997), pp. 99-127
· Thomson, Stanley, and Perry, pp. 148-175

· “The Fourteen Points,” by W. Wilson (1918)
· “Inaugural Address by George Bush,” The New York Times (Jan. 20, 2005)
· John Quincy Adams. Warning against the Search for “Monsters to Destroy,” 1821.
· Kennan, pp. 55-73
· Michael C. Desch, “America’s Liberal Illiberalism: The Ideological Origins of Overreaction in U.S. Foreign Policy,” International Security Vol. 32, No. 3 (Winter 2007/08), pp. 7-43.
Topic 1. President Wilson and his Idealist Foreign Policy
Topic 2. US Isolationist tradition and Trump
III. TRANSFORMATION: WORLD WAR II (March 18) 
· America, New Super Power

· Franklin Roosevelt

· Total War

Readings: 

· Kissinger, Diplomacy, pp. 369-422

· Hunt, Crisis in U.S. Foreign Policy, pp. 56 – 111
· Craig & George, Force and Statecraft, pp. 63-86
· George W. Bush, “Remarks by the President at 2002 Graduation Exercise of the United States Military Academy,” (The White House: www.whitehouse.gov)
· Kennan, Ch. 74-90
Topic 1. Franklin D Roosevelt and American architecture of new world order 
Topic 2. Retreat of Multilateralism under Trump
IV. CONTAINMENT: THE ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR (March 25)
· Containment

· Truman Doctrine

· Iron Curtain

Readings: 

· Hunt, Crisis in U.S. Foreign Policy, pp. 112-169

· Gaddis, We Now Know, pp. 26-53, 85-101 

· Kissinger, Diplomacy, pp. 423-472
· Thomson, Stanley, and Perry, pp. 217-234

· Winston S. Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” Speech (1946) 

· Kennan, pp. 107-128, (X, “The Sources of Soviet Conduct,” Foreign Affairs, July 1947)
· National Security Council Paper, No. 68 (NSC-68), 1950
· Stephen Walt, “the Myth about NATO,” Foreign Policy, August 2018
· White House, National Strategy for Combating Terrorism (September 2006)
Topic 1. President Truman and American grand strategy of containment 
Topic 2. How to deal with rising China today: containment or engagement?
V. CONFRONTATION: THE KOREAN WAR (April 1)
· The Sino-American Collision

· Limited War

· The forgotten war

Readings: 

· Hunt, Crisis in U.S. Foreign Policy, pp. 170-231

· Gaddis, We Now Know, pp. 54-85, 103-112

· Kissinger, Diplomacy, pp. 473-492
· Thomson, Stanley, and Perry, pp. 235-252

· Bruce Cummings, North Korea: Another Country (New York: The New Press, 2004), pp. 1-42.
Topic 1. Truman vs McArthur: Limited war vs Korean unification by force
Topic 2. How to build a peace 70 years later?: a Peace Treaty vs Unification
VI. CRISIS: THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS (April 8)
· MAD

· Crisis Management

· J.F. Kennedy
· Quarantine
Readings: 

· Hunt, Crisis in U.S. Foreign Policy, pp. 232-291

· Gaddis, We Now Know, pp. 260-280

· Craig & George, Force and Statecraft, pp. 202-205

· Graham T. Allison, “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” in G. John Ikenberry, American Foreign Policy: Theoretical Essays (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1996), pp. 415-458
·              . “The Cuban Missile Crisis at 50: Lessons for US Foreign Policy Today,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 91, No. 4 (Jul/Aug 2012); 11-16. 
Topic 1. Kennedy and crisis management: courage or dumb luck?
Topic 2. Trump and North Korean crisis: what can we learn from Cuba?
VII. QUGMIRE: THE VIETNAM WAR (April 15)
· Domino effect

· War of Attribution

· Humiliation

Readings: 

· Thomson, Stanley, and Perry, pp. 253-267

· Craig & George, Force and Statecraft, pp. 237-243

· Hunt, Crisis in U.S. Foreign Policy, pp. 296-364

· Gaddis, We Now Know, pp. 152-163

· Kissinger, Diplomacy, pp. 620-702
· Stephen Hadley and John Podesta, “The Right Way Out of Afghanistan: Leaving Behind a State Than Can Govern,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 91. No. 4 (Jul/Aug 2012); 41-53. 
· Remarks by President Trump on the Strategy in Afghanistan and South Asia August 21, 2017 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-strategy-afghanistan-south-asia/

Topic 1. Lindon B. Johnson and American struggle in Vietnam: What went wrong?
Topic 2. Is Afghanistan another Vietnam?
VIII. COEXISTENCE: THE DÉTENTE (April 22)
· Real politics

· Nixon and Kissinger

Readings: 

· Craig & George, Force and Statecraft, pp. 117-127 

· Thomson, Stanley, and Perry, pp. 276-292

· Kissinger, Diplomacy, pp. 703-761
· Joan Hoff, “Nixon’s Innovative Grand Design and the Wisdom of Détente,” in Dennis Merrill and Thomas G. Paterson, Major Problems in American Foreign Relations (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2000)
· Raymond L. Garthoff, “Why Détente Failed,” in Dennis Merrill and Thomas G. Paterson
· Henry A. Kissinger, “The Future of U.S.-Chinese Relations: Conflict Is a Choice, Not a Necessity,” Foreign Affairs 91 (March/April 2012), pp. 44-55. 

Topic 1. Nixon and learning to live with enemy

Topic 2. US-China Relations then and now
IX. VICTORY: THE END OF THE COLD WAR (April 29) 
· Ronald Reagan and Evil Empire
· New Arms Race

· Collapse of the Soviet Empire

Readings: 

· Craig & George, Force and Statecraft, pp. 127-137

· Kissinger, Diplomacy, pp. 762-803

· Gaddis, We Now Know, pp.281-296
· Scott Kennedy, China Cross Talk: The American Debate Over China Policy since Normalization (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003), pp. 53-73.
· Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?” The National Interest no. 16, Summer 1993, pp.22-49
· Charles Krauthammer, “The Unipolar Moment” Foreign Affairs 1990/1991
Topic 1. President Reagan and collapse of evil empire
Topic 2. How to deal with North Korean regime? Pressure vs engagement
X. READING WEEK (May 6)

XI. PROSPERITY: THE POST-COLD WAR ERA (May 13)
· George H. Bush and The First Gulf War

· Clinton and “It’s the economy, stupid”

· Reluctant Hegemon

· Peace Keeping vs Nation-Building

· Humanitarian Intervention 

Readings: 

· Craig & George, Force and Statecraft, pp. 205-209

· Stephen E. Ambrose, Rise To Globalism: American Foreign Policy Since 1938 (New York: Penguin Book, 1997), pp. 381-428
· Sidney M. Milkis and Michael Nelson, The American Presidency (Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 2003), pp. 369-404.
· William Clinton, A National Security Strategy for A New Century (The White House, 1997 and 1999)
· Scott Kennedy, China Cross Talk, pp. 87-107, 135-148
· Michael Mandlbaum, “Foreign Policy as Social Work” Foreign Affairs, January/February 1996

· Michael Cox, “Wilsonianism Resurgent? The Clinton Administration and the Promotion of Democracy,” in Michael Cox, G. John Ikenberry, and Takashi Inoguchi ed. American Democracy Promotion (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), pp. 218-242

Topic 1. George H. Bush and 1st Gulf War: Iraq and dilemma of US intervention

Topic 2. Bill Clinton and nuclear negotiation with North Korea
XII. TERROR: 9/11 AND THE PERILS OF AMERICAN SUPREMECY (May 20) 

· New Enemy within 
· George W. Bush and War on Terrorism
· Preemption or Prevention

· WMD and Axis of Evil

· Lonely Hegemon

Readings: 

· The National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, The 9/11 Commission Report (New York: W.W. Norton & Company), pp. 47-70, 278-338.
· Audrey Kurth Cronin, “How al-Qaida Ends: the Decline and Demise of Terrorist Groups,” International Security Vol. 31, No. 1 (Summer 2006), pp. 7-48.
· The National Security Strategy of The United States of America (The White House, September 2002

· Stephen Brooks and William Wohlforth, “American Primacy in Perspective,” The Foreign Affairs, July/August 2002, pp. 20-33.
· Francis Fukuyama, “The Neoconservative Moment” The National Interest Summer 2004
· Charles Krauthammer, “In Defense of Democratic Realism” The National Interest  Fall 2004.
· John J. Mearsheimer and Stephen M. Walt, “An Unnecessary War,” Foreign Affairs January/February 2003, pp 51-59.

· John Lewis Gaddis, “A Grand Strategy,” Foreign Policy, November/December 2002, pp. 50-57.
· “Remarks by the President on Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferation,” (The White House: www.whitehouse.gov)
· Condoleezza Rice, “Transformational Diplomacy,” (Remarks at George Town University, January 18, 2006)
· Jonathan Morten, “The Roots of the Bush Doctrine: Power, Nationalism and Democracy Promotion in US Strategy,” International Security Vol. 29, No. 4 (Spring 2005), pp. 112-156.
Topic 1. George W. Bush and 2nd Gulf War: confronting Iraq

Topic 2. Bush and nuclear negotiation with North Korea
XIII. REBALANCING: RENEWING AMERICAN LEADERSHIP (May 27)
· Rebalancing American Power and Unilateralism

· Asia pivot 
· US-China New Major Power Relations?
Readings:

· Fareed Zakaria, "The Future of American Power,” Foreign Affairs Vol 87, No. 3 (May/June 2008), 18-43.

· Josef Joffe, “America, the Default Power,” Foreign Affairs, September/October 2009, Vol. 88, Issue, 5, pp. 21-35.
· Richard Haas, “The Age of Nonpolarity,” Foreign Affairs Vol 87, No. 3 (May/June 2008), 44-56.

· Barack Obama, “Renewing American Leadership,” Foreign Affairs Vol 86, No. 4 (July/August 2007), 2-16.

· Barry Posen, “Pull Back: The Case for a Less Activist Foreign Policy,” Foreign Affairs Vol 92, No. 1 (Jan/Feb 2013), 116-128

· Stephen Brooks and John Ikenberry, and William Wohlforth, “Lean Forward: In Defense of American Engagement,” Foreign Affairs Vol 92, No. 1 (Jan/Feb 2013), 130-142. 

· Hillary Clinton, "America's Pacific Century," Foreign Policy, November 2011.
· Jeffrey Goldberg, “The Obama Doctrine,” The Atlantic, April 2016
Topic 1. Obama and Renewing American leadership
Topic 2. Obama’s Asia rebalancing: managing alliance and China 
XIV. RETREAT: MAKE AMERICA FIRST (June 3)
· American Unilateralism with protectionism

· Retreat of American Leadership and Liberal Int’l Order?
· Can the U.S. go all alone?

Readings:

· Alexander Gray and Peter Navarro, “Donald Trump’s Peace Through Strength Vision for the Asia-Pacific,” Foreign Policy, November 7, 2016
· The White House, National Security Strategy of the United States of America December 2017 https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/NSS-Final-12-18-2017-0905.pdf

· US DoD, Summary of National Defense Strategy of the United States of America 2018 https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/Documents/pubs/2018-National-Defense-Strategy-Summary.pdf
· The White House, “Remarks by President Trump in State of the Union Address,” January 30, 2018 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-state-union-address/
· The White House, “Remarks by President Trump to the 72nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly,” September 19, 2017 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-72nd-session-united-nations-general-assembly/
· Emile Simpson, “There is nothing wrong with the Liberal Order that can’t be fixed by what is right with it” Foreign Policy, August 7 2018 https://foreignpolicy.com/2018/08/07/theres-nothing-wrong-with-the-liberal-order-that-cant-be-fixed-by-whats-right-with-it/?utm_source=PostUp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Editors%20Picks%20%208/7/18%20-%20FP%20Guide&utm_keyword=Editor&#39;s%20Picks%20OC
· Stephen Walt, “Why I didn’t Sigh Up to Defend the International Order,” Foreign Policy, 2018 August 
Topic 1. Trump and Make America Great Again
Topic 2. Trump’s Asia Policy: managing alliance and China, anything but Obama?
XV. FINAL TAKE HOME EXAM (June 10)
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