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Course Description

Known as the “Dark Continent” for its wide areas of derelict land, internal conflicts, famine, and frequent military coups, the African continent has faced numerous difficulties during its process of development and modernization following the decolonization period. Even now political instability in Africa persists, with crises in Sudan, Mali, and the Congo, as well as other civil wars and coup d’Etats. 
Fortunately, civil wars have been occurring less frequently and the political situation has become more stable than in the previous century, with democracy also continuing to spread throughout the continent. As Africa’s potential for further growth and the global demand for energy have been steadily increasing, the competition for market share and resources in Africa has grown more intense as well. In particular, China’s rapid implementation of its large-scale Africa strategy has raised concern among countries that have made earlier inroads into the African market, including India, Japan, and the Western countries.
However, as shown in numerous historical cases such as slave trade, colonization, Cold War, neo-colonialism etc., if we don't regard the Continent as a true partner in world affairs without sincere and empathetic view, there are always high risks of manipulation and distortion of relation. Especially, since Korea has paid no particular attention to Black Continent and its society largely remains in perceptions of many clichés developed in Western world.  
This course is designed to understand and rethink the general aspects of African Affairs and the main objective of this course lies in deconstructing the existing misperception on African Continent and reconstructing a more balanced perspective. The reconstructed perspective will, hopefully, lead a more balanced practice in the field for future practitioners. To achieve the goal of our course, the approach will be interdisciplinary and thematic. First, the course is based on a wide variety of disciplines ranging from history, sociology, archaeology, political science, development theory, IR theories etc. 

Course Requirements and Assessment

Attendance/Participation in class discussions/

irregular reading summaries            
 
15%

Paper 1





15%

Presentation




30%

Mid-Term Exam




20%

Final Exam or Final Paper



20%

Attendance/Class Participation

Students should read all assigned readings, be prepared to discuss the study questions in class, and share some of their own questions with the class. Participation will be evaluated on the basis of regular class attendance, level of preparation, and contributions to class discussions.

Paper

There will be one writing assignments during the semester. They will be short yet critical review papers (4-5 pages) of assigned reading materials. The paper should take a contemporary theme and look at its historical roots. Specific suggestion for topics will be passed out later. To prepare for this assignment and more generally to link the subject of this class to current event. 
Presentation
Student(s) in group or individually will make a task force to give a presentation by selecting a current issue in African affairs. Each task force should consult the professor before their presentation. 
Exams

Mid-term and Final exam will consist of short answered questions and short essay questions. Students should be well informed of the course contents to answer them. Dependent upon the class circumstance the final exam could be replaced by a short paper work.

COURSE SCHEDULE(Zoom class exclusively)
Week 1. Introductory Session(3/10)





NB. No class on 3/3

Week 2. General introduction to African Studies(ancient history, geography, population)(3/17)
Week 3.
Political History 1 (pre-colonial period)(3/24)
Week 4.
Political History 2 (colonial period)(3/31)
Week 5.
Political History3 (post-colonial period)(4/7)
Week 6.
 Presentations(4/14)

Week 7.
 Presentations(4/28)
Week 8. Pan-africanism and regional cooperation((5/12)
Week 9. State, Ethnicity, Religion and Violence (Political Issues)(5/19)
Week 10. Human Security, Disease, Corruption (Social Issues)(5/26)
Week 11 Africa and International Relations (EU, USA, China, Japan)(6/2)
Week 12. Presentations(6/9)
Week 13 Presentations(6/16) (to be rescheduled)

Basic Readings

Course Material
Primary Textbook

John Parker and Richard Rathbone, African History, Oxford University Press, 2007.
Hakim Adi and Marika Sherwood, Pan-African History, Political figures from Africa and the Diaspora since 1787, Routledge, 2003. 
Heather Deegan, Africa Today: Culture, economics, religion, security, Routledge, 2009.

Ulf Engel and Gorm Rye Olsen(Ed), Africa and the North: Between globalization and Marginalization, Routledge, 2005.
Secondary Textbook

List will be distributed in the class.
MID-TERM EXAMS 


2,000 Word Literature Review (Due on 24 April)











FINAL TERM EXAMS 


3,000 Word Essay (Due on 19 June)
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