GSIS SNU – Korean Religions 2019-1

Sem Vermeersch


***please note that this is a preliminary syllabus; the finalized syllabus will be distributed on the first day of class ***
Korean Religions

course convenor: Sem Vermeersch (Kyujanggak #434, Tel 02-880-4039, semver@snu.ac.kr)

Course location and time [(venue to be announced), Wed. 14:00~17:00]
Aims:

This course aims to give a general introduction to the study of the religious traditions found in Korea; as one of the most religiously diverse and vibrant countries in the world, understanding the Korean homo religiosus is essential to understanding Korea. Although the religious traditions are part of the cultural and social fabric, they are not easy to grasp, so the course will include some religious studies methodology to enable constructive criticism and analysis of Korean religions. Since not all religions can be introduced in their entirety, the focus will be on those aspects that have had the largest historical impact; to understand this impact, we will take a look at the contexts and key doctrines that shaped the major religious traditions on the peninsula. It is impossible to give anything like a comprehensive history of Korean religions, but it is possible to introduce the main points of discussion and possible approaches. In the first part, the emphasis will be on the study of religion in Korea and the main traditions in the premodern period; in the second part, the emphasis will be on modern traditions, to be explored mainly through student presentations.
Thus, as a result of taking this course, students 

· Will learn the most important fundamental facts about Korean religions

· Will get acquainted with the leading scholarship on Korean religions

· Will learn how to approach religion and integrate discussion of religions in their research

· Will make an in-depth study of the place of religion in Korean society

Course Proceedings

General Course proceedings: The first half of the course will follow the traditional lecture format; besides the lecture notes, students will also be assigned readings that form part of the curriculum. The readings are complementary to the lectures in that they give more background information; it is important that you read the assigned readings before class and ask both basic questions (eg. on what you don’t understand) and critical questions. (eg. regarding the paper’s limitations). A mid-term test will evaluate your basic knowledge about Korean religions.

The second part (after mid-term) will be carried mainly by you, the students; most sessions will consist simply of presentations and discussions on those presentations. This will give the students the opportunity to either deepen their engagement with the material covered in the first half, or approach topics that are in line with their research interests.
Evaluation:
Some important points:

- I expect students to work independently and responsibly; this extends both to attendance policy, task assignment and grading.
- attendance: just showing up for class does not merit in itself any brownie points; only showing up prepared does! Missing one or two classes does not lead to a lower grade, but failing to do the reading, participating in discussion, or preparing your presentations does! Thus, in practice you have to be present, in mind and body, because otherwise it will be very hard to keep up with the reading and the analysis of the reading.

- timeliness: please keep to all deadlines; failure to hand in the paper on time without prior notification may result in a lower marking for the paper

- grading: Korea used to be very generous in grading students; “grade inflation” has therefore led to measures such as proportionate grading, which is fortunately not yet applied at GSIS. While I grade with consideration of the student’s background and relative effort, I like to be stingy with As. In my view, to earn A, and in particular A+, you need to show not only that you have absorbed knowledge, but that you are also ready to critically and constructively apply it. 
- needless to say, plagiarism will automatically result in a fail; if you are not sure about the schools’ policy, please refer to your study guide or ask me. 
Grading will be based on four elements:

· book report: 20
· Participation, preparation and discussion: 20
· Mid-term test: 20
· Paper: 40 (presentation + written paper)
Attendance: If you cannot attend a class, please let me know in advance. All important communications and discussions regarding the contents of the test, how to prepare the paper, changes in the schedule, etc. take place in class; if you miss a class, it is your responsibility to check what you [may have] missed. 
Book report: The report should deal with an academic book on (a) Korean religion(s) (in preferably books in either English or Korean); please submit your chosen book title for approval. Books in the essential reading list are mainly intended for students with no prior knowledge of Korean religions; if you have some grounding in Korean religions, you are strongly urged to read a more specialized book (list with suggested readings will be posted later)! The report should be about 3 pages long, summarize the book briefly (selectively if it is an edited volume of papers), and critically assess the main arguments against your own experience and other readings (mainly the essential reading and course reader).
Due date: April 4
Paper: Please write one term paper, and make a 20 min. presentation on it. You basically have two choices:

· Write a research paper that focuses on a key question in Korean religions. It does not have to be a piece of original research, but rather a critical reflection on one theme or problem. Try to frame it so that it allows comparison of different authors on the subject. Examples of good questions are: Why did Han Yong-un’s reforms fail? What lies behind the success of Korean Protestantism in the post-war period? How did the Japanese colonization impact the religious situation? What lies behind the failure/success of the Tonghak movement and its offshoots? An example of a topic that may be too narrow is “The concept of god in Tonghak theology.” Tip: reviewing critically how a religious subject is represented in non-specialized media (eg. Confucianism in works on sociology) is a good way of applying what you have learned to write a good paper.
· Present a religious tradition of Korea, or a key period in its development, as if you are giving an introductory lesson on the subject. E.g. the persecution of Catholicism; the early missionaries and their approach to conversion; the success of Korean megachurches; Protestantism and politics before liberation/after liberation; the split between the Jogye and Taego orders; women in Confucianism. [This should of course be a topic that has not been treated in one of my classes
On April 11 briefly present your ideas for the paper to the class (appr. 5 minutes). The presentation schedule will also be discussed on this day: presentations will take place on May 23 and 30. Following the presentation, the paper itself is due on June 13, but you are strongly recommended to post a draft a week in advance to get further feedback. Delays will only be granted in exceptional cases.
Length: at least ten pages, including notes and bibliography. If you are unsure about how to proceed with this assignment, please ask.
Tip: presenting and writing are different things; your presentation can include preliminary ideas to invite constructive criticism. The final paper should be written taken into consideration the feedback received. The presentation can be either through Powerpoint (or similar software) presentation, or by reading a paper. 

Essential Reading (see list below): You should read at least one of these books, since they provide important background information that is needed for the course. The essential readings are the very few Western books that have established themselves (or promise to do so) as “classics” in the field of Korean religions, and are also of an introductory and/or survey nature. Since this course does not cover the history of Korean religions systematically, these books will help you to fill in the blanks, but they are not part of the formal coursework.
Reading and discussion: For the first half of the semester, the first 30 mins. of every class (this can be extended if needed) is devoted to discussion of reading material. The remaining two hours or so are in traditional lecture plus questions format. Reading materials relevant to each session will be uploaded on the course site before the relevant lecture; the next week the discussion session will use the relevant text to review the material introduced in the lecture the previous week. Everyone has to prepare this reading material; sometimes designated students will be asked to present briefly on the reading and will lead the discussion on it. Everyone, whether or not (s)he will present, therefore has to read the assigned texts carefully, and prepare questions and critical comments on it. Lectures can only cover a limited array of topics, therefore texts provide vital additional information; the discussion session is very important to check your understanding and explore wider issues. Sometimes discussion topics will be set.
Essential Reading:

· Baker, Don. Korean Spirituality (Hawaii 2008)
· Buswell, Robert. Religions of Korea in Practice (Princeton 2005)
· Grayson, James. Korea: A Religious History (Curzon 2001)
· Janelli, Roger and Dawnhee Yim. Ancestor Worship and Korean Society (Stanford 1982)
· Kendall, Laurel. Shamans, Housewives and other Restless Spirits (Hawaii 1985)
References:
· Eliade, M. Encyclopedia of Religion. MacMillan 1987.
· Academy of Korean Studies: Glossary of Korean Studies; accessible on the net at: http://www.aks.ac.kr/glossary/default.asp
· Keith Pratt, Richard Rutt. Korea: A Historical and Cultural Dictionary. Curzon 1999.
· Hutchison Dictionary of World Religions (Helicon 2005) [available as an e-book via the library website]
· Hinnells, John. A New Dictionary of Religions (Blackwell 1995)
· Journal of Korean Religions http://jkr.sogang.ac.kr/index2.asp 

· 강돈구 편, 『한국종교교단연구』. 한국학중앙연구원, 2007~ (15 vols.)
Schedule
NB: the schedule is not set in stone. The number of presentation sessions, for example, depends on the number of students enrolled; readings may also change. Any change will however be discussed beforehand in class.
1. March 6.
Course Introduction
· Course objectives; discussion of course approach and requirements: both factual knowledge about Korean religions, understanding of the research trends, understanding of the problems facing the study of Korean religion, knowing how to approach the question of Korean religion/religions/religiosity for other areas
· What you have to do: carry part of the course; research and present on key aspects
· Thinking about religion: what is it? Is it a useful subject? Should I believe/reject? Why should I know about it? How I can study it?
· Quiz to test “religious literacy” about Korea
· John Hinnells. “Why Study Religions?” in The Routledge Companion to the Study of Religion, 2nd ed.
· Segal, Robert E. “Theories of Religion.” In The Routledge Companion to the Study of Religion, 2nd ed.
2. March 13.
Overview of Korean religious landscape
· Discourses on Korean religion: is there a Korean religion? Have imported religions become Koreanized and how?
· Problem of the native tradition; syncretism and other generic definitions of Korean religiosity; generalizations and debates
· Development of the field (i.e. the study of Korean religion)
· Buddhism: general features – history
· Confucianism: general features-history
· Introduction of Christianity
TASK: brainstorm on possible books for book review
· Baker Don “Introduction” Religions of Korea in Practice, pp. 1-31. http://press.princeton.edu/chapters/i8310.pdf
· Walraven, Boudewijn. “Religion as a Moving Target.” Journal of Korean Religions 2, no. 2 (2011): 9-23.

· Keel Hee Sung. “What Does it Mean to Study Korean Religion(s)?” Journal of Korean Religions 1, no. 1&2 (2010): 11-22.

· McBride, Richard. “What is the Ancient Korean Religion?” Acta Koreana 9:2 (2006): 1-30.
· Yoon Yee-Heum. “The Current State of and Issues Related to Research on Korean Religion.” Korea Journal (Spring 2000): 190-240.

3. March 20
BUDDHISM: Religion and society/politics
· Worldly/otherworldly; other conceptions of the relation between religion and society, religion and politics

· Buddhism in the Koryŏ Period: State Protectionism?
· Buddhism & Confucianism in the Chosŏn

· Christ and Caesar
· Vermeersch, Sem. “Buddhism in Korean History.” In The Wiley Blackwell Companion to East and Inner Asian Buddhism, ed. Mario Poceski (due 2014), 84-103.
· Pankaj, Mohan. “Beyond the ‘Nation-Protecting’ Paradigm: Recent Trends in the Historical Studies of Korean Buddhism.” The Review of Korean Studies 9, no. 1 (2006): 49-68.

· Buswell, Robert E. “Imagining Korean Buddhism.” In Hyung Il Pai and Timothy R. Tangherlini, Nationalism and the Construction of Korean Identity. (Berkeley 1998), 73-107
4. March 27
CONFUCIANISM: Religious-moral inculcation
· Filial Piety and other moral concepts

· Buddhism and filial piety; Ideas about retribution; the invention of hell and the way out.
· Neo-Confucian moral inculcation: the Samgang haengsilto
· Yim Dawnhee. “Psychocultural Features of Ancestor Worship in Modern Korean Society.” in Walter H Slote and Georges De Vos, Confucianism and the Family (State Univ. of New York Press, 1998), 163-186.

· Martina Deuchler. “Neo-Confucianism: The Impulse for Social Action in Early Yi Korea.” The Journal of Korean Studies 2 (1980): 71-111.
· Jung Ji Young. “War and the Death of a Kisaeng: The Construction of the Collective Memory of the ‘Righteous Kisaeng Non’gae’in Late Chosŏn.” Seoul Journal of Korean Studies 22:2 (2009): 157-180.
5. April 3
Book/reading discussion; student presentations on books read.
Book reviews should be posted online beforehand
6. April 10. 
SHAMANISM: Shamanism & folk Religion:
· Watch documentary: “Mudang: Reconciliation between the Living and the Dead”
· Traditional forms and practices of Shamanism
· Recent transformations
· Folk religion

· Kim Dong-kyu. “Reconfiguration of Korean Shamanic Ritual: Negotiating Practices among Shamans, Clients, and Multiple Ideologies.” Journal of Korean Religions 3, no. 2 (2012): 11-37.

· Keith Howard, “Korean Shamanism Today.” In Howard, Keith ed. Korean Shamanism. Revivals, Survivals, and Change (Royal Asiatic Society, Korea Branch, 1998), 1-14
· Kim Seong Nae. “Problems in Defining Shaman Types and Local Variations.” Ibid., 33-43
TASK: present short introduction to your presentation topic
6. April 17.

CHRISTIANITY: Action and reaction: Introduction of Christianity (Catholicism) and conflict over ancestor rites
· Indigenization of Christianity in Korea

· Missionary movement vs. grassroots movement
· Importance of early history.

· Baker, Don. “A Different Thread: Orthodoxy, Heterodoxy, and Catholicism in a Confucian World.” In JaHyun Kim Haboush and Martina Deuchler, eds. Culture and the State in Late Choson Korea (Harvard University Asia Center, 1999), 199-230
· Seung-Deuk Oak. “Images of the Cross in Early Modern Korea: The Geomantic Prophecy of the Chǒnggam-nok and the Protestant Flag of the Red Cross.” Journal of Korean Religions 1 (2010): 117-161. 
· Kim, Andrew. “History of Christianity in Korea: From its Troubled Beginning to its Contemporary Success.” Korea Journal 35:2 (1995): 34-53
7. April 24
NEW RELIGIONS: Tonghak (Ch’ŏndogyo), Chŭngsangyo and others. 

· What is an NRM (New Religious Movement)? 

· The proliferation of NRMs in modern Korea.
· Baker, Don. “Rites of Passage in the Unification Church.” In Robert Buswell, ed. Religions of Korea in Practice (Princeton Univ. Press, 2005), 497-507.

· Baker, Don. “Internal Alchemy in the Dahn World School.” Ibid., 508-516.

· Kallander, George. Salvation through Dissent: Tonghak Heterodoxy and Early Modern Korea. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2013.
· Young, Carl F. Eastern Learning and the Heavenly Way. The Tonghak and Ch’ŏndogyo Movements and the Twilight of Korean Independence. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2013. 

8. May 1
Mid-term test
9. May 8
Fieldtrip.
10. May 15
Issues confronting religions in modern Korea: secularization, intra-religious competition, changes in society.
11. May 22 
Presentations
12. May 29
Presentations
13. June 5 
Draft revision for final essay
14. June 12
Final essay due
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