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SEOUL NATIONAL UNIVERSITY
THE GRADUATE SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
HISTORY OF KOREA’S FOREIGN RELATIONS (8754.523)
Spring 2011
Class: (Monday) 9:00–12: 00
Professor: Jong Chol An (안종철), HK Research Professor, Center for Korean Studies at Inha University 

Office & Mailbox: GSIS Faculty Lounge / Email: Jan7009@snu.ac.kr)
Office Hours: (M) 13:00-14:00 or to be arranged by appointment. 
Class files and notices: Please refer to e-TL.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This class presents an overview and the specific details of the historical relationship between Korea and other countries since late nineteenth century up to 1980s, the period covering late Chosun dynasty, Japanese colony, the US military government, the Korean War, economic development and Korean democratization etc. The course will examine Korea’s place in world historical context so that it will mainly focus on Korean-American relations since the US arose as a superpower especially in Northeast Asia. However, Korean relations with other countries will be studied partially. We will read US policies toward Korea and Korean responses to them. Also, we will study cultural dimensions in history of Korea’s foreign relations such as missionary works and its relations with Korean modernity. Therefore, we will find whether there have been common Korean attitudes towards historical superpowers in the region. They are expected to manage lively discussion and conduct research related to their academic interest. To choose a topic, discussion with professor is strongly recommended.  
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
- Class attendance & Informed and Active participation in the discussion (20%)

- Presentation (20%); each student should have a presentation about reading assignments at least one time during the semester.  

- Mid-Term Essay (20%)

- Research Paper (40%): at least 15 pages with bibliography 

- If you anticipate difficulty attending class or completing an assignment for any reason, please contact the instructor as soon as possible. Special arrangements can be made, but not without prior notice. 
Required and Optional Readings

Required Readings (Reserved at GSIS Library / Course Pack)
1. Course Pack (if you see unfamiliar titles in each week schedule, those articles and books are here).

2. Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun. NY and London: W.W. Norton, 1997. 

Department of State, U. S., United States Policy Regarding Korea 1834-1950. (ed. by the Institute of Asian Culture Studies). Choonchun, Kangwondo: Hallym University Press, 1987.
2. Nils Gilman, Mandarins of the Future: Modernization Theory in Cold War America. Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003. 
3. Gregg Brazinsky, Nation Building in South Korea: Koreans, Americans, and the Making of a Democracy. Chapel Hill, NC: the University of North Carolina Press, 2007.
Optional Readings for General Background (GSIS Library or Downtown Bookstores)
1. 
2. Michael E. Robinson, Korea’s Twentieth-Century Odyssey: A Short History. Honolulu, HI: University of Hawaii Press, 2007. 

3. Eckert, Carter J. et al. Korea Old and New: A History. Seoul: Ilchogak, 1990.
* Please refer to e-journal sources for your research in http://muse.jhu.edu or http://www.jstore.org  
Lecture Schedule

Week 1, March 7: Introduction to Course

Questions: What are the crucial elements to consider when examining the Korea’s foreign relations?    
Week 2, March 14: How to Approach the Imperialism and Colonialism
       John Gallagher and Ronald Robinson, “The Imperialism of Free Trade,” The Economic History Review, Vol. 6(1) (1953): 
1-15; Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., “The Missionary Enterprise and Theories of Imperialism,” in John K. Fairbank, ed., The 
Missionary Enterprise in China and America (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1974), pp. 336-373; John 
Carlos Rowe, “Culture, US Imperialism, and Globalization,” American Literary History Vol. 16 (4) (2004): 575-595  

Questions: (1) Except outright annexation of another country, what are theories about imperialism? (2) Any appropriate 

framework for explaining Japanese penetration into Korea, colonization of Korean and US hegemony after 1945?  
Week 3, March 21: Korea around the Time of Entrance into Modern World

James B. Palais, “A Search for Korean Uniqueness,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, Vol. 55(2)(1995): 409-425; Tae-jin Yi, “Was Korea a ‘Hermit Nation’?” Korea Journal, Vol. 38(4)(Winter 1998): 5-35; Young Ick, “American Advisors in Korea, 1885-1894: Anatomy of Failure,” in Andrew C. Nahm ed., The United States and Korea: American-Korean Relations, 1866-1876 (Kalamazoo, MI: Western Michigan University, 1979), pp. 64-90.  

Questions: (1) What was the traditional Korean society like? (2) What were the international settings when Korea 
concluded the Korean-Japanese Treaty (1876) and Korean-US Treaty (1882)? (3) Why did Korean government try to 
involve US advisors to Korea and why did it fail? 
Week 4, March 28: Japanese Annexation of Korea in International Context
Kim Ki-jung, “The Road to Colonization: Korea under Imperialism,” Korea Journal Vol 38(4)(Winter 1998); Peter Duus, 

“Economic Dimensions of Meiji Imperialism: The Case of Korea, 1895-1910,” in Raymon H. Myers and Mark R. Peattie, 

The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-1945 (Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press, 1984):128-171
Questions: (1) What was the US policy toward East Asia, especially Korea at the turn of the 20th century? (2) Why and 
how did many US missionaries work under Japanese Empire? (3) What makes Japanese colony different from other 
colonies? 
Week 5, April 4 (Mon): Research Week! Professor will present his paper at the Association for Asian Studies at Hawai‘i. The 

class will be held on April 25, mid-term week! Sorry for this inconvenience.
Week 6, April 11: March First Movement and Korean Cultural Nationalism in the 1920s
Frank Baldwin, “Missionaries and the March First Movement: Can Moral Men Be Neutral?” in Andrew C. Nahm ed., 

Korea under Japanese Colonial Rule (Kalamazoo, MI: Western Michigan University, 1973): 193-219; Chizuko T. Allen,

“Northeast Asia Centered Around Korea: Ch’oe Namson’s View of History,” The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 49(4)
(1990): 787-806; Kenneth M. Wells, “The Nation, the World, and the Dissolution of the Shin’ganhoe: Nationalist

Historiography in South Korea,” Korean Studies, Vol. 25(2)(2001): 179-206.
First Paper Proposal Due: Bring your ideas in one page paper!
Questions: (1) After World War I, how much did Japanese colonial rule change? (2) What might be Korean modernity in the 1920s? (3)Why did the socialist/ communists get influence in the 1920s? (4) What was the Sin’ganhoe like?
Week 7, April 18: Wartime Japanese Colonial Rule and Korean Diaspora 
Carter J. Eckert, “Total War, Industrialization, and Social Change in Late Colonial Korea,” in Peter Duus et al., The 
Japanese Wartime Empire, 1931-1945 (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996): 3-39; Hyun Ok Park, “Korean 

Manchuria: The Racial Politics of Territorial Osmosis,” The South Atlantic Quarterly Vol. 99(1), 2001, pp. 193-217; 

Bruce Cumings, ch. 3, 162-184
Questions: (1) What changes did the wartime Japanese colonial mobilization bring to colonial society? (2) What was the driving force for Korean emigration into Manchuria during the wartime? (3) What kinds of legacies did the colonial regime make?  

Week 8, April 25: Wartime Atrocity and Korean Memory

George Hicks, The Comfort Women (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1994), pp 11-22; Mark E. Caprio, “Loyal 
Patriot? Traitorous Collaborator? The Yun Chiho Diaries and the Question of National Loyalty,” Journal of Colonialism 
and Colonial History Vol 7(3)(2006); Carmen M. Argibay, “Sexual Slavery and the “Comfort Women” of World War II,” 
Berkeley Journal of International Law, Vol. 21 (2003): 375-389
Mid-term Essay: Take Home Exam Due
       Questions: (1) What were the main points between Japan and Korea when they talk about historical issues? (2) What

might be the possible solution to Japanese wartime atrocity?

Week 9, May 2: US Policy toward Korea during the World War II, Korean Response and U.S. Military Government
James I. Matray, The Reluctant Crusade: American Foreign Policy in Korea, 1941-1950 (Honolulu, HI: University of 
Hawaii Press, 1985), chs. 1-2, pp. 5-51; Bruce Cumings, ch. 4, 185-209.
Questions: (1) What was US policy toward Korea during the WW II? (2) Why was Trusteeship supposed to apply to Korea in relation to Yalta regime? (3) What were the implications of this policy upon Korean nationalist movement? (1) Were the U. S. occupation and the policies of the military government responsible for the division? 
Week 10, May 9: US Occupation of Korea 
Bruce Cumings, ch. 4, pp. 209-236; Charles K. Armstrong, “The Cultural cold War in Korea, 1945-1950,” The Journal of 
Asian Studies, Vol. 62(1)(2003): 71-99.  

Questions: (1) What was the basic US policy during 1945-1948? Successful? (2) What is significance of the Moscow Agreement? Was the world orders created by the Yalta Conference related to the agreement? (3) What do you think about the role of Korean political structure in the American policy making process from 1945 to 1948?
Week 11, May 16: U. S. Policy toward South Korea in 1949-1950: Kennan and Containment
John L. Gaddis, Strategies of Containment (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982), ch. 2, pp. 25-53; Cumings, ch 5, pp. 

237-264 
Questions: (1) What is the concept of containment? How different from Rollback? (2) What was the US policy toward 

Korea in terms of military and economic points? (3) What was the Republic of Korea like?

Week 12, May 23: Korea War: Process, Ceasefire and Legacy 
Shen Zhihua, “Sino-Soviet Relations and the origins of the Korean War: Stalin’s Strategic Goals in the Far East,” Journal 
of Cold War Studies, Vol. 2(2)(2000): 44-68; Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun, ch. 5, pp. 264-298/ if you have

time, read John L. Gaddis, Strategies of Containment, ch. 4. 
Second Paper Proposal Due: Five pages with bibliography
       Questions: (1) Why did the North Korean leaders choose June 1950 as the timing for war? (2) What were the relations

among communist countries? (3) Why did American policy makers agree with the UN troop crossing over the 38th 
parallel? (4) Why did the war continue up to 1953? (5) What are the main points of the NSC 68 Military or Economic 

perspective?  
Week 13, May 30: Korean Economic Development and Korean Foreign Relation
Bruce Cumngs, ch. 6, pp. 299-341; Tae-Gyun Park, “Different Roads, Common Destination: Economic Discourse in 

South Korea during the 1950s,” Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 39(3)(2005), pp. 661-682; if you have time, read Atul Kohli, 
“Where Do High Growth Political Economies Come From? The Japanese Lineage of Korea’s “Developmental State,” 
World Development, 22(9) (1994): 1269-1293; Haggard, Kang, & Moon, “Japanese Colonialism and Korean 
Development: A Critique,” World Development, 25(6)(1997): 867-881; Atul Kohli, Japanese Colonialism and Korean 
Development: A Reply, World Development, 25(6)(1997): 883-888.

Questions: (1) Why did Korea achieve so rapid economic development? (2) What were the Japanese legacy and US role 

in economic development? (3) What were the Korean intellectuals’ ideas about economic development? 

Week 14, June 6: Hyǒnch’ungil [Korean Memorial Day] Holiday, No Class! 

Week 15, June 13: Korean Democracy and Inter-Korean Relations

Seuk-Ryule Hong, “Reunification Issues and Civil Society in South Korea: The Debates and Social Movement for 

Reunification during the April Revolution Period, 1960-1961,” The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 61(4)(Nov. 2002): 

1237-1257; William H. Gleysteen Jr., Massive Engagement, Marginal Influence: Carter and Korea in Crisis (Washington 

D. C.: Brookings Institute Press, 1999), chs. 9-10; Katharine H. S. Moon, “Resurrecting Prostitutes and Overturning 
Treaties: Gender Politics in the “Anti-American” Movement in South Korea, The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 
66(1)(Feb. 2007): 129-157; if you have time, read   Bruce Cumings, ch. 7, 342-403

Questions: (1) Why did Korean intellectuals and students argue for unification dialogue in early 1960s? (2) What brought 
the breakdown of Park Chung-hee regime? (2) What was the U. S. policy towards Korean democratization? (3) What is 
“Anti-Americanism”? (4) What is the relationship between economic development and democracy? 
Final Paper Due at 5 PM, June 17 (Friday)! 

* This syllabus is tentative so that the schedule is subject to change.
