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Course Description

How should we see internationalization of human rights? Or what is human right as an international regime? To what extent is it distinctive from human rights on national scale? Furthermore, how have human rights issues and contents evolved from their modern origin and formation on international and national levels? In what ways have both globalization and tendency towards building global civil society been affecting human rights globally and locally? What kind of new human rights issues and domains are emerging on global scale due to the changing international politics and economy? Does the existing form of international human rights regime do justice/harm to people worldwide and why? How can we make international human rights as norms and institutions reliable and just under current international circumstances and who can be significant agency to accomplish the goal?

This course offers both theoretical and empirical reviews of international human rights regime and analyses of current puzzles regarding human rights in a globalizing world. The class first aims to deepen and sharpen our understanding of international human right in terms of its definition, conceptualization, history and problematic, drawing upon various literature of political science, sociology, international relation studies, political philosophy, and anthropology. In doing so, we will see the historical origin of human rights, and its distinctive nature from such as natural rights, citizenship rights, and shed light on the internationalization of human rights after the World War II.

Then, the course will mostly focus on human right issues under globalization. The topics are two-fold. First, we will discuss how the changing international political and economic contexts affect human rights in a local context as well as on global scale. Next, the course will try to answer how such changes as globalization, economic liberalization, and global civil society make new kinds of human right issues/domains emerge on global scale. Finally, the course devotes itself to investigate empirically and theoretically those specific yet most vital issue domains of international human rights such as refugees, migration and stateless people, global labor issues, gender and minority, right to development and poverty etc. 

Course Format

The course meets once a week and is a combination of lecture and seminar. Every session begins with (or sometimes ends with) the teacher’s short lecture introducing theoretical and historical background of reading material and highlighting of relevant topics and reasons. Then two or three students give 15-minutes presentations respectively (or 40-minutes integrated one) in which they briefly summarize the main arguments of weekly readings and raise several questions, followed by active discussion among students. 

Requirements and Grading

Weekly memo (20%)

Presentation and participation (25%)

Final paper (55%)

1) Presentation and class participation

a) Active, effective contribution to seminar discussion is the most important requirement of participation in the course. In order to make the most of our class time, and to insure that each week’s discussion addresses the issues that are of greatest collective interest, everyone will be asked to post a memo raising 2-3 questions about the weekly reading (1-2 pages) on the ETL site no later than 10AM on Thursday before class, each week. This counts for 20% of the final grade.

b) Also every student will give one or two times presentation and lead the seminar during the semester, depending on the class size. The presentation and class participation will count for 25% of the final grade.

2) Final paper

A Final paper (20 pages-1.5 space) based on a topic developed from course materials will count for 55% of the final grade. It can be either an analytic paper or research paper (or proposal).

a) An Analytic Paper critically addressing the arguments raised in some subset of the literature. Simply summarizing what has been said in the literature is not enough for this kind of paper. To write a good paper, you will need to develop a clear argument or point of view in relation to the literature you are reviewing, while touching on some evidence. This kind of paper makes sense if you want to explore one of the topics covered in the course in greater depth without focusing on a particular empirical case. 

b) A Research paper also grows out of an argument with the literature but is focused more on some case or set of empirical evidence that speaks to a problem or puzzle that the literature is trying to solve. Students may choose a country (countries) or region(s) in which they have an abiding interest, and do a case study or compare it with other case(s), or analyze the case in terms of broader international human rights context. The important thing is that the paper be based on original research on the chosen countries (or regions) and topics, not merely be opinion statement or theoretical comments. For this students are encouraged to search for media sources (journals, magazines, newspapers), secondary documents, academic articles, and web information. A research paper can be team work or individual study. 

- Students should submit a proposal till Week 7(Oct.18). The proposal should include research question, brief literature review and short reading list. The proposal will count for 10% of the overall credit, so do not miss or delay the submission. 

- Then make an appointment and meet with the instructor during the week 8-9 to discuss your topic, and then submit a revised proposal.

- The due date of final paper is Dec 13, one week after the last class.

*All assignments must be neatly word-processed, and be submitted to the lecturer through Internet (ETL). Any late submission will be penalized and plagiarism is prohibited.

Reading Material 

All reading materials except for online articles available from e-journal will be prepared at the “Reservation” corner in the International Affairs Library in either form of published books or printed copy.

- Required readings are marked *.

- Make yourself familiar with these International Covenants. 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.htm)

International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights (http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a ccpr.htm) 
International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

 (http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a cescr.htm) 

Course Schedule

Week 1: Course introduction. 
Organizational Meeting/ Goals and Objectives of the Course 

Part1. Theoretical Review of Human rights

Week 2. Why human Rights? What is problematic?
*Margaret Somers and Christopher Roberts, 2008, “Toward a New Sociology of Rights: A Genealogy of “buried bodies” of Citizenship and Human Rights”, Annual review of Law and Social Science 4.

*Klug, H. 2005. “transnational human rights: exploring the persistence and globalization of human rights”, Annu. Rev. Law Soc Sci. 1

Week 3. What are Human rights?:

Various concepts of Rights such as Natural rights, Citizenship rights, and Socio-economic Rights 
*Donnelly, Jack¸2007. ”The Relative Universality of Human Rights”, Human Rights Quarterly, Volume 29, Number 2:281-306 (Response from Goodhart M. 2008. Neither relative nor universal: a response to Donnelly. Human Rights Quarterly. 30-1:183-193).

*Etienne Balibar, & James Swenson, 2004. “Is a Philosophy of Human Civic Rights Possible? New Reflections on Equaliberty”, The South Atlantic Quarterly, Volume 103, Number 2/3, 

*Jack Donnely, 1999. “Human Rights, Democracy, and Development”, Human Rights Quarterly 21-3 

*Craig Scott, 1999. “Reaching Beyond (without Abandoning) the Category of “Economic, Social and Cultural” Rights”, Human Rights Quarterly 21-3.(also Gershon Shafir and Alison Brysk, “The Globalization of Rights: From Citizenship to Human Rights”, Citizenship Studies 10-3).

Hannah Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism, 2nd ed. (Cleveland:Meridian, 1958). 

H. Arendt, 1949. “The rights of man”: What are they? Modern Rev. 3:24–37

Charles Tilly, 1998. Where do rights come from? In Democracy, Revolution and History, ed. T Skocpol.

Werber Hamacher & Kirk Wetters, 2004. “The Right to Have Rights (Four-and-a-Half Remarks)”, The South Atlantic Quarterly, Volume 103, Number 2/3, Spring/Summer.

Tanya Basok, Suza Ilcan and Jeff Noonan, 2006. “Intro-Citizenship, Human Rights, and Social Justice”, Citizenship Studies 10-3.

Week 4. The Internationalization of Human Rights 
*P. Bourdieu and L. Wacquant 'The Cunning of Imperialist Reason', Theory, Culture and Society, vol. 16, no. 1

*Waltz S. 2002. Reclaiming and rebuilding the history of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Third World Q. 23:437–48

*Andrew Moravcsik, 2000. “The Origins of Human Rights Regimes: Democratic Delegation in Postwar Europe”, International Organization, Vol. 54, No. 2 pp. 217-252

*Yves Dezalay and Brynt Garth, 2006. “From the Cold War to Kosobo: The rise and Renewal of the Field of Intl human rights”, Annual Review of Law and Social Science 2.

Tony Evans, 2005. International human rights law as power and knowledge, Human Rights Quarterly, 27(3), pp. 1047–1068.

Hafner-Burton E, Tsutsui K. 2005. Human rights in a globalizing world: the paradox of empty promises. American Journal of Sociology. 110:1373–411

Tony Evans, 1996. US hegemony and the project of universal human rights, Basingstoke, UK, Palgrave Macmillan, 

Part2. Human Rights in a Globalized World

Week 5. Globalization, Nation-state, and International Human rights Regime
*Jean L. Cohen, 1999. Changing paradigms of citizenship and the exclusiveness of the demos. International. Sociology. 14:245–68

*Benhabib S. 2007. Twilight of sovereignty or the emergence of cosmopolitan norms? Rethinking citizenship in volatile times. Citizensh. Stud. 11:19–36

*Daniel Levy and Natan Sznaider, 2006. “Sovereignty transformed: a sociology of human rights”, The British Journal of Sociology Volume 57 Issue 4

*Janine Brodie, 2004. “Introduction: Globalization and Citizenship beyond National State”, Citizenship Studies Vol. 8, No. 4:, 323-332

*Robert Mccorquodale with Richard Fairbrother, 1999. “Globalization and Human Rights:, Human Rights quarterly 21-3.

Week 6. Neoliberalism and Democracy 
*Satoshi Ikeda, 2004. “Imperial Subjects, National Citizenship and Corporate Subjects: cycles of Political Participation/Exclusion in the Modern World-System”, Citizenship Studies 8-4

*Emilie M. Hafner-Burton, 2005. “Trading Human Rights: How Preferential Trade Agreements Influence Government Repression”, International Organization, Vol. 59, No. 3 (Summer, 2005), pp. 593-629.

*Tony Evans & Alison J Ayers, 2006. “In the Service of Power: The Global Political Economy of Citizenship and Human Rights”, Citizenship Studies, Vol. 10, No. 3, 289–308, July 2006.

Conley, M. & Livermore, D. (1996) Human rights, development and democracy: the linkage between theory and practice, Canadian Journal of Development Studies, Special Issue, pp. 19–26.

Brysk A. 2002. Globalization and Human Rights. Berkeley: Univ. Calif. Press

Ayers, A. J. 2006. Demystifying Democratisation: the global constitution of neo-liberal polities in Africa, Third World Quarterly, 27(2), pp. 321–338.

Week 7. Global Civil Society and Global Culture (Norms)
*Chomsky, N. (1992) “World order and its rules: variations on some themes”, Journal of Law and Society, 20(2), p. 145–165.

*John Meyer et al. 1997. “World Society and the Nation-State”, American Journal of Sociology 103-1

*Thomas Pegram, 2010, “Diffusion across Political Systems: The Global Spread of National
Human Rights Institutions”, Human Rights Quarterly 32-3

Martha Finnemore and Kathryn Sikkink, 1998. “International Norm Dynamics and Political Change”, International Organization, Vol. 52, No. 4

Cox, R. W. 1999. “Civil society at the turn of the millennium: prospects for an alternative world order”, Review of International Studies, 25(3), pp. 3–28.

Young, O. 1989, “The politics of international regime formation”, International Organization, 43(3), pp. 349–375.

John Boli and George M. Thomas, eds. 1999. Constructing World Culture: International Nongovernmental Organizations since 1875. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press.
Waltz S. 2004. Universal human rights: the contribution of Muslim states. Hum. Rights Q. 26:799–844

Buell, Frederick, 1994. National culture and the new global system, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 
Jackie Smith, 1999. “Global Civil Society?: Transnational Social Movement Organizations and Social Capital”, American Behavioral Scientist vol. 42: 93-107

Week 8. Mid-term: No Class 
(proposal due)

Part3. International Human Rights: Issue Domains
Week 9. Intl Labor Issue: 

Rights to Development, International Labor Standards, and Child Labor 
-What the Intl human rights regime can do about global inequality

*Sen, Amartya, 1993. “Development: Which Way Now?” The Economic Journal, Vol. 93, No. 372 (Dec.), pp. 745-762. 

*Arjun Sengupta, 2001. “Right to Development as a Human Right”, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 36, No. 27.

*Erika de Wet, 1995. “Labor Standards in the globalized economy,” Human Rights Quarterley 17-3. 

*Gareth A. Jones, 2005. “Children and Development: Rights, Globalization and Poverty”, Progres in Development Studies 5-4.

*Gary Gereffi, Ronie Garcia-Jonson, and Erika Sasser, 2001.“The NGO-Industrial Complex”, Foreign Policy July-August. 

Brigitte I. Hamm, 2001.” A Human Rights Approach to Development”, Human Rights Quarterly 23

N. J. Udombana, 2000. “Third World and the Right to Development: Agenda for the Next Millennium”, Human Rights Quarterly 22.

Philip Alston, 1988. “Making Space for New Human Rights: The Case of the Right to Development”, Harvard Human Rights Journal vol1.

Arjun Sengupta, 2002. “On the Theory and Practice of the Right to Development”, Human Rights Quarterly 24-4  

Marks, Stephen, 2004. “The Human Right to Development: Between Rhetoric and Reality”, Harvard Human Rights Journal 17.

Nicolas Valticos, 1998. “International Labor Standards and Human rights: Approaching they year 2000”, International Labor Review 137-2.

Lisa J. Laplante, 2007. “On the Indivisibility of Rights: Truth Commissions, Reparations, and the Right to Development,” Yale Human rights & Development Law Journal. Vol. 10

Beitz, C. (1981) Economic rights and distributive justice in developing societies, World Politics, 33(3),pp. 321–346.

Week 10. Migration, Refugees, and Stateless People 
*Lydia Morris, 2002. “Britain's asylum and immigration regime: the shifting contours of rights”, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 28: 3, 409 — 425

*Liza Schuster & John Solomos 2002. “Rights and Wrongs across European Borders: Migrants, Minorities and Citizenship”, Citizenship Studies 6-1

*Lissa Malkki, 1995. "Refugees and exile: from refugee studies to the national order of things", in Annual review of anthropology 24. 
*Helton, 1995. "The New Convention from the Perspective of a Country of Employment: the US case", International Migration Review 25-4.
*Dider Fassion, 2001. "The Biopolitics of Otherness", Anthropology Today 17-1.

Amanda Murdie & David R. Davis,2010. “Problematic Potential: The Human Rights Consequences of Peacekeeping Interventions in Civil Wars”, Human Rights Quarterly 32-1 

Soysal Y. 1994. Limits of Citizenship: Migrants and Postnational Membership in Europe. Chicago: Univ. Chicago Press: ch.8 

Kymlicka W. 1995. Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press

Jacobson D. 1996. Rights Across Borders: Immigration and the Decline of Citizenship. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press

Joppke C. 1998. Challenge to the Nation-State: Immigration in Western Europe and the United States. Oxford/New York: Oxford Univ. Press

Taylor C, Gutmann A. 1992. Multiculturalism and ‘The Politics of Recognition’: An Essay. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ. Press

Benhabib S. 2004. The Rights of Others: Aliens, Residents, and Citizens. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge Univ. Press

Week 11. Social differences and Minority Rights: Multi-Culturalism, Women, Gay & Lesbian, and Indigenous people
*Iris Young, 1989. “Polity and Group Difference: A Critique of the Ideal of Universal Citizenship”, Ethics 99.

*Alexandra Xanthaki, 2010. “Multiculturalism and International Law Discussing Universal Standards”, Human Rights Quarterly, Volume 32, Number 1 

*Charlotte Bunch, 1990.” Women’s Rights as Human Rights: Toward Re-vision of Human Rights”, Human Rights Quarterley 12.

*Elsa Stamatopoulou, 1994. “Indigenous Peoples and the United Nations: Human Rights as a Developing Dynamic”, Human Rights Quarterley 16.

*Justic Kenrick & Jerome Lewis, 2004. “Indigenous Peoples’ Rights and the Politics of the term ‘indigenous’”, Anthroppology Today 20-2.  

Chris Allen, 2007. “’Down with Multiculturalism, Book-burning and fatwas: The discourse of the ‘death’ of multiculturalism”, Culture and Religion, Vol. 8, No. 2.

Kate Nash, 2005. “Human Rights Culture: Solidarity, Diversity and the Right to be Different”, Citizenship Studies 9-4.

Young, I. M., 1990. Justice and the Politics of Difference, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Part 4. Role of Agency within International Human rights Regime

Week 12. International Organizations and Covenants
Weinstock DM. 2007. Global Justice, Global Institutions. Calgary: Univ. Calgary Press

Woodiwiss A. 2003. Making Human Rights Work Globally. London/Portland: Glass House

* Development of the UN, regional organizations and national human rights institutions

(http://www.unhchr.ch/)  (http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/index.htm) (S&A: pp.597-601; 611-647; 779-785; 987-998)  

Week 13. Global mobilization of people: social Movements, INGOs, and Local Politics
Keck ME, Sikkink K. 1998. Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics. Ithaca, NY: Cornell Univ.

John Boli and George M. Thomas, 1997. “World Culture in the World Polity: A Century of International Non-Governmental Organization”, American Sociological Review, Vol. 62, No. 2, pp. 171-190.

Karst K. 2005. “Equal citizenship at ground level: the consequences of non-state action”, Duke Law Journal. 54: 1591–622

Week 14. Student Presentation 
Term paper Due Dec.13

