Seoul National University

Graduate School of International Studies

8751.514, Spring 2014
Multilateral Trade Negotiations: History and Major Rounds

Professor Taeho Bark

Class:         Monday 2: 30-5:30, 140-1 Room 102
Office Hours:  Tuesday 10:00-12:00, 140-1 Room 608

E-Mail:       thbark@snu.ac.kr
Phone:        880-8512(Office), 010-3756-6629 (Cel.)

Course Description

This course basically covers the history and major rounds of multilateral trade negotiations taken place since the birth of GATT. We will begin with the overview of the history of the multilateral trading system. We will then focus in somewhat detail on four major multilateral trade negotiations: Kennedy Round, Tokyo Round, Uruguay Round and Doha Development Round. For each round of multilateral trade negotiations, we study the background of the round, results of trade liberalization, the changes in multilateral trade rules and institutions and the new development. For the Doha Development Round currently underway, we will evaluate the progress made so far, discuss the major barriers and forecast the final conclusion. In addition, we will study the newly emerging issues related to the multilateral trading system: the effectiveness of the WTO system, the political aspects of the WTO’s decision making process and new trade issues such as environment, investment, competition, government procurement, and least developed countries. For this course, outside scholars or experts may be invited as special guest lecturer.

Classes and Course Evaluation
Classes will be conducted as seminar requiring active participation of students. The instructor will give a lecture in the first half of the class and student discussions will follow in the second half. The students should read required reading materials and be ready to present the summary as well as implications of assigned reading materials in the class For each week, two students will make their presentation (each student make a 15 minute-long presentation using a power-point slides) followed by class discussion (15 minutes for each presentation. The students are also required to write a paper (10-12 pages long) which should be based on the class presentation. topics. Papers should be approximately between 3500 and 4000 words in length. The paper is due on the Friday of the final exam week. Course grading will be based on paper (20%), presentation and class participation (30%), mid-term exam (25%), and final exam (25%).
Reading Materials
(R0) The Political Economy Of the World Trading System: The WTO and Beyond, B. Hoekman and M. Kostecki, Oxford University Press, 2009,

(R1) The Uruguay Round' A Handbook, Eds, J. M. Finger and A. Olechowski, World Bank, 1987.

(R2) The Bretton Woods-GATT System: Retrospect and Prospect after Fifty Years, Ed., O. Kirshner, M. E. Sharp, 1996.

(R3) Restructuring the GA7T System, John H. Jackson, Royal Institute of International Affairs, London, 1990.

(R4) Traders and Diplomats: An Analysis of the Kennedy Round under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, Ernest Preeg, Brookings Institution, Washington D.C., 1970.
(R5) The WTO Primer, Kevin Buterbaugh and Richard Fulton, Palgrave MacMillan, 2008.
(R6) The Multilateral Trading System: Analysis and Options for Change, Ed., R. Stern, The University of Michigan Press, 1993.

(R7) International Trade and the Tokyo Round Negotiation, Gilbert R. Winham, Princeton Univ. Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1985.

(R8) Trading Free: The GATT and U.S. Trade Policy, Patrick Low, The Twentieth Century Fund Press, New York, 1993.

(R9) Reshaping the World Trading System: A History of the Uruguay Round, John Croome, World Trade Organization, Geneva, 1995.

(R10) The Uruguay Round.' An Assessment, Jeffrey J. Schott, Institute for      International Economics, Washington D.C., 1994.

(R11) The Trading System after the Uruguay Round, John Walley and Colleen Hamilton, Institute for International Economics, Washington, DC, 1996.

(R12) The Uruguay Round and Beyond, Jagdish Bhagwati and Mathias Hirsch, eds., The University of Michigan Press, 1999.

(R13) The WTO As An International Organization, Ed., A. Kreuger, University of Chicago Press, 1998.
(R14) Understanding the WTO, available on the WTO website.
(R15) Guide to the Uruguay Round Agreements, WTO, 1999.

(R16) Tariff Negotiations and Renegotiations under the GATT and the WTO, Anwarul Hoda, WTO, Cambridge University Press, 2002.
(R17) The End of the ITO, W. Diebold, Princeton University Press, 1952.

(R18) The Tokyo Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations, GATT, April, 1979
(R19) The Uruguay Round: Widening and Deepening the World Trading System, W.
Martin and L.A. Winters, the World Bank, 1995.

(R20) The World Trade Organization: A Very Short Introduction, Amrita Narlikar,

Oxford University Press, 2005.

(R21) Free Trade, Sovereignty, Democracy: The Future of the WTO, C.E. Barfield, AEI, 
2001.

(R22) Agreeing and Implementing the Doha Round of the WTO, edited by H. Hohmann,

Cambridge, 2008

(R23) The Future of the WTO: Addressing institutional challenges in the new millennium, WTO, 2005. 
(R24) WTO, The Future of Trade: The Challenges of Convergence, WTO, 2013.
Course Outline and Readings
I. Overview: Two weeks

(1) Multilateral Trading System

· Topics: motivations for and resistance against trade liberalization, cost of trade     restriction, evolution of the MTS, reciprocity, non-discrimination, market access and fair competition


· Chapters 3-5 (R1)


· Introduction, Chapters 1 (R0)

(2) Introduction of Trade Negotiations

· Topics: need for the multilateral trading system, overview of tariff negotiations, code approach


· Chapters 6-9 (R1)


· Chapter 4 (R0)


· Chapters 1-2 (R16)

II. History of the Multilateral Trading System: 4 weeks

 (1) The Start of the Bretton Woods System and Its Performance

· Topics: overview of the Bretton Woods system, achievements for three areas: international monetary management, international trade, international development


· Chapters Introduction, 7, 14 (R2)

(2) Efforts and Failure of the International Trade Organization (ITO)

· Topics: historic overview of the ITO


· (R17)
(3) The Launch of the GATT System and Its Performance

· Topics: historic overview of the GATT, major principles, operation, and functioning
· pp. 15-27 (R5)


· Chapters 2-3 (R3)


· Chapter 12 (R1)

(4) The Establishment of the WTO 

· Topics: overview of the WTO, major functions

· pp. 67-78 (R5)

· (R14)


· Part One (R15)


· Chapter 2 (R0)


· (R20)
MID-TERM EXAM: 7th week 
III. Major Rounds of Multilateral Trade Negotiations: 6 weeks

(1) The Kennedy Round and the Overall Assessment

· Topics: world environment around the launch of the Round, major negotiation subjects and conflicting issues, positions of the major participants and developing countries, major characteristics, major results and their evaluations, unfinished business, implications to the world trading system

· pp. 27-30 (R5)


·Chapter 2 (pp. 58-70) (R7)
·Chapter 13-16, Appendix A-D, Kennedy Round Chronology (pp. 273-305) (R4)    

 (2) The Tokyo Round and the Overall Assessment

· Topics: world environment around the launch of the Round, major negotiation subjects and conflicting issues, positions of the major participants and developing countries, major characteristics, major results and their evaluations, unfinished business, implications to the world trading system

· pp. 30-37 (R5)


· Chapters 7-8 (R8)



· (R18) 

(3) The Uruguay Round and the Overall Assessment

· Topics: world environment around the launch of the Round, major negotiation subjects and conflicting issues, positions of the major participants and developing countries, major characteristics, major results and their evaluations, unfinished business, implications to the world trading system

· Chapter 3 (R5)


· Chapters 9-10 (R8)


· (R19)

· Parts Two, Three, Four (R15)


· Chapter 1 (R10)

(4) The Doha Development Agenda

· Topics: failure of the early conclusion of Doha Round negotiations, conflicting issues, positions of the major participants and developing countries, importance of the development issues and least developed countries, implications to the world trading system
· WTO Ministerial Declarations since 1996 and Doha Round related materials

 (WTO website: www.wto.org)

· Chapters 5-6 (R21)

· Part III (pp. 251-292) (R12)


· Chapter 13 (R0)


· Chapter 2 (R22)
IV. The Challenges of the Multilateral Trading System: 1 week
· Topics: rising regionalism, major reasons for the long stalemate of the Doha Round negotiations, future prospects of the multilateral trading system
· (R23)
· (R24)
FINAL EXAM: 15th week 
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