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Course Description
This course is designed to help students: (i) broaden their knowledge of international development; (ii) understand the complex relationship among various aspects of the development process involving economic, social and environmental changes; (iii) examine and explore development issues and challenges currently facing the world; (iv) and critically evaluate and analyze international development efforts on policies and programs designed for development cooperation.  The ultimate goal of the course is to enable students to understand development problems from a number of viewpoints in order to find more effective strategies for change.  The course does not claim to have all the answers and solutions to the key questions posed by global development issues.  Rather, it seeks to encourage students to formulate their own opinions and answers by analyzing and synthesizing related facts and through open discussions.
Course Requirements
The course will be fairly non-technical in nature, but previous exposure to macroeconomics and microeconomics is strongly recommended.  Classes will be a combination of lectures and discussions.  Students will be expected to have done the readings before each class and to come to class well prepared. 

1.  Group study:  students will be asked to join one of several study groups on different areas of development issues (e.g. Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), poverty eradication, Least Developed Countries (LDCs), climate change and environment, Official Development Assistance (ODA), and international development organizations).  Students will research the development issues for which their group is responsible, and contribute to a group presentation and discussion at the class of scheduled weeks.  Students should decide among themselves who will lead the presentation and discussion of the assigned topics. The groups and their group study topics will be decided at the class of Week 1.
2.  Country Case Study and Presentation:  students will be requested to study the development issues and challenges currently faced by their own countries, and present the study results at the class of scheduled weeks. 
Course Evaluation
The course grading will be based on exams (40%), group study and presentation (30%), country case study and presentation (20%), and class attendance and participation (10%).
Reading Materials
The course does not have a main text book.  It is based on a collection of papers.  However, the following books will be used extensively as resource materials: 
· Tatyana P. Soubbotina, Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to Sustainable Development, The World Bank, 2004
· Paul Collier, The Bottom Billion, Why the Poorest Countries Are Failing and What Can Be Done About It, Oxford, 2007

· Michael P. Todaro and Stephen C. Smith, Economic Development, Addison Wesley, 2009
· UNDP, Human Development Reports, Various Issues

· World Bank, World Development Reports, Various Issues

· World Bank, World Development Indicators, Various Issues

Course Outline
PART I:  CONCEPTUALIZING THE DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS
Week 1: September 5
What is Development?
      - Introduction to the course
      - Sustainable development
Readings:

      - T.P. Soubbotina, Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to 

        Sustainable Development, 2004, Chapter 1
-  Michael P. Todaro and Stephen C. Smith, Economic Development, 2009, Chapter 1
Week 2:  September 12
How is Development Measured?

      - Country classification

      - Development indicators

Readings:

      - T.P. Soubbotina, Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to

        Sustainable Development, 2004, Chapters 2, 15, 16 and

        Annex 1 and 2

-  Michael P. Todaro and Stephen C. Smith, Economic Development,    2009, Chapter 2
- World Bank, Country Classification, World Development

        Indicators, most recent issue
Weeks 3 to 6:  September 19, 26/October 10 (October 3: National Holiday)
Understanding International Development Problems
(Presentation on Group Study Plans will be made on October 10)

      - Review of world development trends

      - Understanding development issues and problems

Readings:
      - T.P. Soubbotina, Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to

        Sustainable Development, 2004 

- Michael P. Todaro and Stephen C. Smith, Economic Development, 2009, Chapters 5,6,7,8,9,10
- World Bank, World Development Indicators, various issues
PART II:  GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES
Week 7:  October 17
Millennium Development Goals
      - Goals and targets
      - Progress and priority challenges in meeting the goals 
Readings:
      - UN, United Nations Millennium Declaration, Resolution Adopted 

        by the General Assembly, 2000
- UN, the Millennium Development Goals Report, Various Issues

      - T.P. Soubbotina, Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to 

        Sustainable Development, 2004, Chapter 17, Annex 3
      - World Bank, World Development Indicators, Various issues
Week 8:  October 24:  Country Case Study Presentation
Week 9:  October 31:  Mid-term Exam
Week 10:  November 7:  Country Case Study Presentation (continued)
Week 11:  November 14

Eradicating Poverty and Hunger/Development of LDCs
      - Growth, inequality and poverty
      - Attacking poverty: policies, programs, international action
- The Least Developed Countries (LDCs): new threats to poor nations and poor people, the policy arguments
Readings:
      -.T.P. Soubboutina, Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to

        Sustainable Development, 2004, Chapter 6
·  Michael P. Todaro and Stephen C. Smith, Economic Development,  2009, Chapter 5

·  World Bank, World Development Reports, 2001, Overview,
        Chapters 1,2,3,10, and 11
·  IMF, Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers, various countries
·  UN, Report of the Third United Nations Conference on LDCs, 

        2001 (A/CONF.191/13)

·  UNCTAD, The Least Developed Countries Report, various issues
·  Paul Collier, The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries 

        Are Failing and What Can Be Done About It, Oxford, 2007
Week 12:  November 21
Sustainable Environment: Fighting Climate Change
      - Development and environment

- Global climate change
      - Fighting climate change: agenda for action
- Main problems and future challenges for climate change

Readings:
      - T.P. Soubbotina, Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to 

        Sustainable Development, 2004, Chapter 14 

·   Michael P. Todaro and Stephen C. Smith, Economic Development,  2009, Chapter 10
      - UNDP, Human Development Reports, 2007/2008, Overview, Chapters 

        1, 3, and 4 
      - Kyoto Protocol, on Internet
- UN climate change conference: issues and progress, on Internet
PART III:  DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION AND INTERNATIONAL ACTION

Week 13:  November 28
International Aid: ODA
      - ODA: records, problems, and challenges
      - Quality and effectiveness: improving aid governance
Readings:
      - T.P. Soubbotina, Beyond Economic Growth: An Introduction to 

        Sustainable Development, 2004, Chapter 13

      - UN, Report of the International Conference on Financing for 

        Development, Monterrey, Mexico, March 2002

      - OECD, Development Cooperation Report, various issues
- On internet
Week 14:  December 5
International Development Organizations (UN)

- Roles and functions of international development institutions

- Post 2015 development agenda and future development challenges
- Reforming the UN system for development
Readings:
      - On Internet

Week 15:  December 12: Final Exam
