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Course Description 

 

Since 2007, the world has seen unprecedented global crises and challenges. What started 

initially as energy and food insecurity in several regions of the world quickly grew into the 

global financial and economic crises, accompanied by a heightened alertness on the limits of 

our environment and sustainable development. The ongoing Eurozone tremors and the 

aftereffects of the Arab Spring are further adding to the uncertainty and instability of today’s 

world. All these tectonic changes – which affect people at local, national, regional and 

international levels –are highlighting the need for effective global governance. As the only 

organization with universality and legitimacy, the Unite Nations has a unique role to play in 

addressing these challenges. 

 

This seminar course first aims to identify the characteristic features of each crisis or challenge. 

Both the uniqueness of each crisis and their commonalities and interlinkages will be 

highlighted. And these courses will elucidate on how the international community, notably 

the United Nations, is responding to these crises. We will also examine how the rise of China 

and other emerging countries relates to the unprecedented inundation of the crisis and 

challenges facing the international community. 

 

 

 

Course Format 

 

Every class begins with the teacher’s short lecture introducing backgrounds on underlying 

key elements of the weekly topic (or the teacher’s introductory lecture will be presented at the 

end of previous class). Then two or three students will give 15 to 20-minute presentations 

respectively (or 40-minute integrated one) on their analysis of their weekly readings and 

arguments on the topic to be followed by active discussion.  

 

 

 

Requirements and Grading 

 

(1) Weekly Memo and Participation (20 %) 

- Every student is expected to post a memo raising 2-3 questions about the weekly 

readings on the ETL site no later than 5 PM on Tuesdays. 

 

(2) Presentation (30%) 



 

 

- Every student will give 2 presentations (depending on the class size) and submit 

by e-mail a written summary of their presentation at least 1 day before his or her 

presentation.  

 

(3) Mid-term Quiz (2 to 3 short take-home essays) (20 %) 

 

(4) Final Paper (30%)  

 

 

 

Reading Materials 

 

The complete reading list will be available on the coursework website as soon as possible.  

 

 

 

Class Schedule (Tentative)  

 

 

Week 1 (March 7)  Introductory Session 

 

- Brief introduction to major topics to be discussed during the semester and 

organization of the class 

 

Week2 (March 14)   Food and Energy Crisis 

 

- Analysis of the food crisis in 2008 and assessment on the UN’s response and 

L’Aquila G8 Summit in 2009 

- Root causes of the global food insecurity and its impact on other crises  

- Analysis of oil crisis in 2008 and possibility of its recurrence 

 

Week 3 (March 21)  Water 

 

- Changes in the global perception of water 

- Impact on food insecurity, climate change and global health 

- Flash point to the international conflicts  

- Global governance system including UN-Water 

 

Week 4 (March 28)   Environmental Crisis (1)  

 

- Climate change in terms of mitigation and adaptation 

- Role of the UN system in climate change and biodiversity  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 5 (April 4)   Environmental Crisis (2) 

 

- Green economy and institutional framework : Renewable energy as a way-out 

- Prospect of Rio + 20 UN Environment Summit 

 

Week 6 (April 18)  Financial Crisis (1) 

 

- Financial crisis and its impact on trade, foreign debt, employment, migration and 

other global issues 

- Impact of globalization 

 

Week7 (April 25)  Financial Crisis (2)  

 

- Debates on the reform of the international financial system 

- Staggering Euro and emerging role of RMP  

 

Week8 (May 2)   Crisis of Sustainable Development 

 

- MDGs (UN Millennium Development Goals) in the wake of the financial crises  

- Gap among the three pillars of sustainable development (Environment, Economic 

Development and Social Development)  

- Post MDGs and legitimacy of the UN system 

 

Week 9 (May 9)   Challenges of the Global Governance System 

 

- New multilateralism 

- G7/8 vs. G20 vs. G193 

- Evolution of sovereign rights 

 

Week 10 (May 16)   The Arab Spring 

 

- Cause of new winds and its spill-over 

- Transition or transformation to democratic peace? 

- Role of the UN and the peace-building process 

 

Week 11 (May 23)   Challenges of Regional Integration 

 

- Stock-taking of European integration process 

- Future of the EU and its applicability to Northeast Asia especially in light of the 

recent crises 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Week 12 (May 30)   Rise of China 

 

- China and the global crises 

- Emerging role of China as a major stakeholder 

- China and India 

 

Week 13 (June 13)   Role of the UN 

 

- Universality vs. Inefficiency : Overdue deadlock with confronted political groups 

- UN Secretary-General as a ‘Secular Pope’ with convening and agenda-setting 

power in responding to the crises 

- Reinforced legitimacy of the UN in the area of ‘empowerment of women’, natural 

disaster relief, peace-building process, sustainable developments, and promotion 

of democracy and human rights 

 


