GSIS Seminar
Modern Korean History of Everyday Life
(Fall 2012)
Instructor
Sang-ho Ro
sangho.ro2012@gmail.com
Office Hour: M 1:00-2:30 and W 2:00-3:30.  
Organization
One lecture (Wednesday, 9:00-10:20) and one discussion session (Wednesday, 10:40-11:50).  
Grading
Students can write two short review essays (double-spaced, 5-6 pages) or one long research paper (double-spaced, 10-12 pages). Especially, senior graduate students are strongly recommended to write one long research paper by the end of the semester. 
Textbooks and Bibliography for Reference 
Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun: a Modern History (New York: W. W. Norton, 2005); Michael Robinson, Cultural Nationalism in Colonial Korea, 1920-1925 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1998); Michael Robinson and Gi-Wook Shin, Colonial Modernity in Korea (Cambridge: Harvard University Asia Center, 2000); James Palais, Politics and Policy in Traditional Korea (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1975); Martina Deuchler, The Confucian Transformation of Korea: A Study of Society and Ideology (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1992); Peter Lee, Wm Theodore de Bary, Yongho Ch’oe, and Hugh H.W. Kang eds, Sources of Korean Tradition, vol.1-2 (New York: Columbia University Press, 1997-2000); Kim Tai-jin ed, A Bibliographical Guide to Traditional Korean Sources (Seoul: Asiatic Research Center, Korea University, 1976); Eugene Hyung-sik Chai, An Annotated Bibliography of Korean Reference Books (Bloomington: Association for Asian Studies, Committee on East Asian Libraries, 1989); Han’guk minjok munhwa tae paekkwa sajŏn p’yŏnch’anbu ed., Han’guk minjok munhwa tae paekkwa sajŏn (Sŏngnam: Han’guk chŏngsin munhwa yŏnguwŏn, 1991).
Offline Archives and Online Database
Kyujanggak Archive of Seoul National University (There will be a field trip to the archive and an information session) (kyujanggak.sun.ac.kr); Changsŏgak Archive of The Academy of Korean Studies (intl.aks.ac.kr); Korean National Library (www.nl.go.kr); Korean Studies Database for Sources and Bibliography (db.history.go.kr); National Archives of Korea (www.archives.go.kr).
Seminars and Readings
Week 1 (Sep 5):

Historiography 
Late Chosŏn Society and Culture (1)
Readings:
Brad S. Gregory, “Is Small Beautiful? Microhistory and the History of Everyday Life”, History and Theory 38:1 (1999), 100-110.
Carlo Ginzburg, “Microhistory: Two or Three Things I Know About It”, Critical Inquiry 20:1 (1993), 10-35 .
James B. Palais, Views on Korean Social History (Seoul: Institute for Modern Korean Studies, 1998), 1-51.
Week 2 (Sep 12):

Letters, Power, and the Early Modern State
Readings:
Nicolas Tranter, “Script ‘Borrowing’, Cultural Influence, and the Development of the Written Vernacular in East Asia” in Language Change in East Asia (2001), 180-206.
John Guillory, “Canonical and Non-canonical: A Critique of the Current Debate”, ELH 54:3 (1987), 483-527.
Martina Deuchler, The Confucian Transformation of Korea: A Study of Society and Ideology (1992).
Week 3 (Sep 19):

Civil Service Examinations and Confucianism
Readings:
Yi I, “The Neo-Confucian Curriculum”, Sources of Korean Tradition, volume two (2000), 35-36.
Pak Chega, “A Reexamination of the Civil Service Examination System”, Sources of Korean Tradition, volume two (2000), 20-22.
Kai-wing Chow, “Writing for Success: Printing, Examinations, and Intellectual Change in Late Ming China”, Late Imperial China 17:1 (1996), 120-157.
Yŏng-ho Ch’oe, The Civil Examinations and the Social Structure in Early Yi Dynasty Korea: 1392-1600 (1987), 1-49.
Week 4 (Sep 26):

Song Metaphysics and Elite Culture
Readings:
King Yŏngjo, “Eliminating Factionalism”, SKT, 30-33.
JaHyun Kim Haboush, The Confucian Kingship in Korea: Yŏngjo and the Politics of Sagacity (2001).

Week 5 (Oct 3):

Heterodoxy and Dissenters in the Late Chosŏn Society
Readings:
Cho Tong-il, “Oral Literature and the Growth of Popular Consciousness” in Folk Culture in Korea (1982).
Sun Joo Kim, Marginality and Subversion in Korea: the Hong Kyŏngnae Rebellion of 1812 (2007).
Week 6 (Oct 10):

Korean Buddhism and New Religions
Readings:
Don Baker, “Introduction”, Religions of Korea in Practice (2007), 1-31.
Robert Buswell, The Formation of Ch’an Ideology in China and Korea (1989).
Week 7 (Oct 17):
Fall break
Week 8 (Oct 31):

Colonial Korea
Readings:
Choi Won-sik, “Rethinking Korean Literary Modernity”, Korea Journal 35:4 (1995), 5-25.
Andre Schmid, Korea Between Empires, 1895-1919 (2002).
** First Review Essay Due in Lecture (Oct 31)**
Week 9 (Nov 7):

Modern Culture and Nationalism
Readings:
Michael Robinson, Cultural Nationalism in Colonial Korea, 1920-1925 (1988).
Michael D. Shin, “Interior Landscape: Yi Kwangsu’s The Heartless and the Origins of Modern Literature”, Colonial Modernity in Korea (1999), 248-287.
Week 10 (Nov 14):

Korean Socialist Movements 
Readings:
Ruth Barraclough, “Tales of Seduction: Factory Girls in Korean Proletarian Literature,” positions 14:2 (2006), 345-371.
Kim Yun-sik, “KAPF Literature in Modern Korean Literary History,” positions 14:2 (2006), 405-425.
Hyun Ok Park, Two Dreams in One Bed: Empire, Social Life, and the Origins of the North Korean Revolution in Manchuria (2005).
Week 11 (Nov 21):

Early Korean Cinema 
Readings:
Brian Yecies, “Sounds of Celluloid Dreams: Coming of the Talkies to Cinema in Colonial Korea,” Korea Journal 48 (2008), 160-197.
Ronald Maliangkay, “The Power of Representation: Korean Movie Narrators and Authority”, Journal of Korean Studies 16:2 (2011), 213-229.
Michael Robinson, “Mass Media and Popular Culture in 1930s Korea: Cultural Control, Identity, and Cultural Hegemony”, Korean Studies: New Pacific Currents (1994).
· Film Sweet Dream (Mimong) (1934)
Week 12 (Nov 28):

Korean Fascist Movement
Readings:
Ann Sung-hi Lee, “The Representation of the Colonial State and Popular Forces as Proponents of Social Reform and Modernization in the Novel Taeha [The Great River] (1939)” in Korea Between Tradition and Modernity (2000).
Sangok Lee, “Aestheticism as a Way of Escape: A Korean Writer in the 1930s”, Pigyo munhak 8 (1983), 245-262.
Jung-shim Lee, “History as Colonial Storytelling: Yi Kwangsu’s Historical Novels on Fifteenth-century Chosŏn”, Korean Histories 1:1 (2009), 81-105.
Week 13 (Dec 5):

The Formation of DPRK
Readings:
Charles K. Armstrong, The North Korean Revolution, 1945-1950 (2004). 
Tania Branigan, “The Cultural Life of North Korea”, The Guardian (October 2010).
· Film A State of Mind (2004)
Week 14 (Dec 12):

ROK and Korean Popular Culture
Readings:
Seungsook Moon, Militarized Modernity and Gendered Citizenship in South Korea (2005). 
Laura Nelson, Measured Excess: Status, Gender, and Consumer Nationalism in South Korea (2000).
Week 15 (Dec 19):
Winter break
** Second Review Essay or Research Paper Due in Dec 21 **
