Comparative Regional Integration: Europe and Asia
Goal: 
Can Asia emulate Europe in regional integration? The answer seems no because the idea of freedom and liberty was not sufficiently developed in the Asian society (the East) compared to the European society (the West). A historical and comparative understanding about the long-run relationship between freedom and economic and political development is essential. Against this backdrop, this course tries to explain how the West could rise over the East and dominate the world, and to draw the lessons for the common prosperity of the East.

Essential Readings:

Acemoglu, Daron and James A. Robinson, The Narrow corridor: States, Societies, and Fate of Liberty, Penguin, 2020
· Why Nations Fail, Crown Business, 2012 
Michalopoulos, Stelios and Elias Papaioannou, (eds.) The long economic and political shadow of history, Vol. 1-3, A VoxEU.org eBook, 2017

North, Douglas, Structure and Change in Economic History, 1982
Additional papers and handouts will be distributed in the class.

Evaluation: 
Attendance and Participation: 20%
Mid-term presentation 40%

Final examination 40%

Main Topics to be covered are as follows:
Week 1: Introduction
Week 2-3: 
I. Why are some countries rich while other remain poor?
1. When has the West emerged as a major player in world history?

2. How was freedom born?
Week: 4-9
II. Why was the East stagnant while the West was growing?

3. Freedom cannot exist in the totalitarian East.

- In the East, there were no individuals and only state.

- The state is not necessarily a public institution in the East.

4. While the East remained an agricultural society, the West transformed itself into a commercial society.

5. In the East, the law suppresses freedom, but in the West, the law guarantees freedom.

- Rule by law and rule of law

- Man is not loyal to people, but just to the Constitution.

6. In the East, the state did not want individual independence and self-reliance.
7. How did the West achieve a self-reliant economy? 

1). Property 

2). Trade  

3). City 

4). knowledge 
Week: 10-12
IV. How did the modern capitalism emerge in the West? 
8. Italy's growth resumed as a free city.

9. The Netherlands is an urban federation founded by merchants.

10. Britain's Industrial Revolution began with the independence of politics and economy.

11. America's economic independence led to freedom.

Week 12-15
V. Can the East overtake the West?

12. Japan has learned the West most thoroughly in Asia.

13. Korea has achieved economic development but does not know how.

14. China cannot be a global power until democratization
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