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Distinguished Lectures Asia and the World

Distinguished Lectures
Asia and the World

Peace on the Korean Peninsula in a Changing International Order -
Secretary-General Ki-moon Ban

ROK - US Alliance Challenges and Responses - 
Ambassador Ho-young Ahn

The first Distinguished Lecture of the Asia and the World 
public lecture series for the year of 2018 was held on Monday, 
March 26th, 2018, in Socheon Hall. Supported by Toyota Motor 
Korea, the lecture entitled “Peace on the Korean Peninsula in 
a Changing International Order” was presented by Honorable 
Ki-moon Ban, the 8th Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
Throughout the lecture, Honorable Ban discussed the topic of 
how to secure peace on the Korean peninsula and shared his 
experiences as a diplomat, a foreign minister, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, and as a Korean citizen. 
He emphasized the importance of global citizenship and 
encouraged the students to become global leaders who make 
a difference in the world. The lecture was followed by a Q&A 
session and it ended with the presentation of an appreciation 
plaque and photo session.

The second Distinguished Lecture of the Asia and the 
World public sector series was held on Monday, April 9th, 
2018. Supported by Toyota Motor Korea, the lecture entitled 
“ROK-U.S. Alliance: Challenges and Responses” was 
presented by Ho-young Ahn, Ambassador Extraordinary, 
and Plenipotentiary to the USA (2013-2017). Throughout the 
lecture, Mr. Ahn highlighted the importance of the security 
alliance between the Republic of Korea and the US, which 
started in 1953. According to him, since 1953, the mutual 
security treaty has helped the two countries overcome 
challenges, adapt itself to the new set of issues and appreciate 
each other. 
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Distinguished Lectures Asia and the World

New Era of Chinese Foreign Policy under the Xi Administration - 
Professor Feng Zhu

The fourth Distinguished Lecture of the “Asia and the 
World” public lecture series for 2018 was held on May 24th in 
the GL Room. Supported by Toyota Motor Korea, the lecture 
entitled “Cooperation and/or Competition? Conflicting 
Trends in East Asia” was presented by Professor Akio 
Takahara, Dean of the Graduate School of Public Policy at 
the University of Tokyo. Throughout the lecture, Professor 
Takahara discussed on topics of globalization, regionalization 
and stumbling blocks in East Asia. He emphasized the 
importance of global and regional networks in bringing 
about stability in East Asia. The lecture was followed by an 
active Q&A session and it ended with the presentation of an 
appreciation plaque and a photo session.

Cooperation and or Competition Conflicting Trends in East Asia - 
Dean Akio Takahara

The third Distinguished Lecture of the Asia and the 
World public sector series was held on Monday, April 23rd, 
2018. Supported by Toyota Motor Korea, the lecture entitled 
“New Era of Chinese Foreign Policy under Xi Jinping 
Administration” was presented by Professor Feng Zhu, 
Executive Director of China Center for Collaborative Studies 
of the South China Sea at Nanjing University, as well as, the 
Director of the Institute of International Studies at Nanjing 
University. Throughout the lecture, Professor Zhu thoroughly 
explained the “New Era” of Chinese foreign policy, which had 
begun since the 19th Party Congress. In addition, by answering 
several important questions related to recent Chinese foreign 
policies, he maintained that what China wants is to keep up 
with the changing world.



Graduate School of International Studies, Seoul National University
NEWSLETTER Vol. 8  No. 2 Fall, 2017

6

Distinguished Lectures Issues and Perspectives Seminar

Issues and Perspectives Seminar

Double Jeopardy for Korea after Pyeongchang - 
Dean Cheol-Hee Park

Quantitative Relationship between
Openness and Economic Welfare 
of North Korea 
– Professor Hyeok Jeong

On March 19th, 2018, the Issues and Perspectives Seminar 
was held under the topic “Double Jeopardy for Korea after 
Pyeongchang.” Sponsored by Toyota Motor Korea, the Issues 
and Perspectives Seminar series discuss timely policy issues. 
This seminar was designed to discuss two major risks facing 
the Korean peninsula after the Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
which are North Korea and trade issues. The seminar was 
attended not only attended by SNU GSIS students but by 
representatives from embassies in Seoul and media who are 
interested in the topic.

On April 19th 2017, Issues and Perspectives Seminar, sponsored by Toyota 
Motor Korea, was held in GSI. Professor Hyeok Jeong from GSIS gave a 
presentation about “Quantitative Relationship between Openness and Economic 
Welfare of North Korea – Empirical Analysis and Policy Implications.” Professor 
Jeong’s presentation provided quantitative analysis discusses whether openness 
in North Korean economy would be a better choice for the country and the peace 
and security in the region. 
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Global Perspective

[GSIS-CSIS] 
Conversation on Summit Diplomacies and Unification - 
Professor Victor Cha

Supported by SNU GSIS and the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS), the lecture entitled “Conversation 
on Summit Diplomacies and Unification” was presented by 

Dr. Victor Cha which was followed by discussions with Dean 
Cheol-Hee Park and Professor Seong-Ho Sheen.

Victor Cha is a senior adviser and the inaugural holder 
of the Korea Chair in CSIS. He also holds the D.S. Song-KF 
Professorship in Government and International Affairs at 
Georgetown University. 

Throughout the seminar, Professor Cha offered his reasons 
as to why North Korea is now interested in cooperation. Then, 
along with SNU GSIS professors, he interpreted the Inter-
Korean Summit held on April 27th and the East Asia situation 
today.

[EU Centre] 

EU and Northeast Asia Three Partners, Two Headaches, One Strategy -
Professor Ramon Pacheco Pardo

A special lecture entitled “EU and Northeast Asia: Three 
Partners, Two Headaches, One Strategy” was held at GL 
Room, SNU GSIS, on Wednesday, May 30th, 2018. Supported 
by EU Centre and SNU GSIS, the lecture was presented by 
Professor Ramon Pacheco Pardo, a KF-VUB Korea Chair for 
the Institute for European Studies, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, 
as well as the Senior Lecturer in International Relations at 
King’s College London. The lecture enlightened students on 
the relationship between Northeast Asia and EU, specifically 
in the topic related to EU strategies for engaging with the 
Asian region, and looking towards direct threats that are 
posed by China and North Korea on EU.

The KF-VUB Korea Chair at the Institute for European 
Studies is the primary contact point in Europe on policy 
issues related to Korea and the Korean Peninsula. A joint 
initiative between the Korea Foundation and Vrije Universiteit 

Brussel (VUB), the Chair plays a strategic role in furthering 
Europe-Korea relations. It builds links between Europe and 
Korea through a number of activities and partnerships and 
contributes actively to increase the possibilities for their future 
cooperation on bilateral, regional, and global levels.

Global Perspective
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Global Perspective

[EU Centre] 
10th Euro-Asia Summer School

The Euro-Asia The Euro-Asia Summer School celebrated 
its tenth anniversary this year with the theme ‘EU-East Asia 
Bilateral and Multilateral Cooperation in Global Governance’. 
The Tenth Euro-Asia Summer School was held in Tokyo, 
Japan at Hitotsubashi University and Leuven, Belgium, hosted 
by KU Leuven from August 20th to 30th. Co-organized by 
four partners – KDI School of Public Policy and Management, 
Seoul National University, Hitotsubashi University and 
KU Leuven – the aim of the summer school is to gather 

talented students to study deeper on global governance from 
comparative perspectives.  

In commemoration of the tenth anniversary, the Korean 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Belgium and the European 
Union greeted the students, sharing in his address the 
importance of close cooperation and mutual interest in 
issues between the two countries in order to create deeper 
relationships. He praised the summer school joint program 
for its initiative in bringing young minds together and sharing 
culture and perspectives for future global governance. 

The importance of creating multilateral and stronger 
bilateral ties between the three involved countries was 
emphasized throughout the conference, with visits to the 
Extended European Action Service and lectures provided 
by both academics and professionals on the realities of the 
field. The keystone conference, ‘The Belt and Road Initiative 
and Global Governance’ exposed the participants to a larger 
platform to exercise the knowledge and opinions acquired 
throughout the Euro-Asia Summer School.
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GSIS Events

GSIS Events
Professor Hwy-Chang Moon Received 
SNU Excellence in Research Award

Professor Hwy-Chang Moon received the Spring 2018 
SNU Excellence in Research Award. This award is given 
to faculty members who have demonstrated outstanding 
capabilities in academic research. The prize was particularly 
meaningful to both Professor Moon and SNU GSIS as it 
comes at a time when Professor Moon was retiring in August 
2018. Professor Moon was selected by the University for 
his contributions to academic achievements that extended 
research in international business and competitiveness. 
Professor Moon developed a number of theories such as the 
Generalized Double Diamond Model, Imbalance Theory, 
and the ABCD Model which extended mainstream Western 
theories of international business and competitiveness to 
include the Asian experiences. He authored many articles 
and books, published by prestigious journals and publishers 
such as Oxford University Press and Cambridge University 
Press. During the ceremony, he gave a speech to the faculty of 

the University to encouraged continuing the spirit of quality 
research. Expressing his gratitude to the GSIS students, faculty 
and staff, he donated KRW 10,000,000 (half of the award 
amount) to GSIS as a development fund for education and 
research.
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GSIS Events

Professor Hwy-Chang Moon’s Retirement Lecture

“Only when you have thoroughly understood the subject 
matter, you can make a good solution, and to make a better 
solution, you must not consider just one side of thinking 
but both the East and the West and converge the strengths 
of each,” said Professor Hwy-Chang Moon in his farewell 
lecture, addressing how academic progress and practical 
application can be achieved effectively. 

On June 4th, special guests and students gathered in 

Socheon Hall to commemorate Professor Moon’s career as a 
scholar and educator, and to congratulate his acceptance of 
SNU Excellence in Research Award. Followed by the opening 
remarks by Dean Cheol-Hee Park, Professor Young-Hae Han, 
Dr. Yeonwoo Lee, and Mr. Ted Hyun Moon shared special 
messages for Professor Moon, recollecting their memories of 
Professor Moon as a colleague, mentor, and father-figure. 

Professor Moon delivered his farewell lecture titled, “The 
Development of International Studies and Its Role: Advancing 
beyond Western Theories.” The lecture encapsulated the key 
findings from his decades of scholarly works and advice for 
the future generation and gifting attendees with wisdom and 
insight. 

Throughout the ceremony, Socheon Hall was filled with 
expressions of gratitude and love, showing “what a warm 
person Professor Moon had been to people around him and 
students,” to quote his colleague, Professor Jiyeoun Song’s 
words. SNU GSIS will miss his intelligence and warmth.

GSIS Day Alumni Night
On May 30th, 2018, SNU GSIS celebrated its 21st anniversary. 

On GSIS Day, professors, alumni, and current students joined 
together for various activities. After a speech by Professor 
Cheol-Hee Park, Dean of SNU GSIS, and several professors, 
everyone joined for “episode sharing.” Alumni and students 
shared their, often funny, thoughts about SNU GSIS, CNN 
Café, the Bus 5511 and other events linked to the school.

The students and alumni also had a chance to participate 
in some networking activities. While strengthening SNU GSIS 
ties, they discussed everything, ranging from the best and 
worst courses at GSIS, to writing a thesis and getting a job. 
We hope we will continue to celebrate SNU GSIS’ anniversary 
every year, strengthening ties with the alumni and creating a 
strong, warm SNU GSIS community.
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GSIS Events

SNU GSIS 40th Commencement
The 40th Commencement of SNU GSIS was held on 

August 29th, 2018 at Socheon Hall. The graduates were 
composed of sixty-nine Masters in International Studies 
and four Doctors of Philosophy in International Studies. 
Professor Cheol-Hee Park, Dean of SNU GSIS, extended his 
congratulations to the graduates on successfully completing 
their degrees and urging graduates to stay informed and 
active in their respective fields. The valedictorian speech was 
given by Sukeui Sohn, who graduated as the valedictorian 
among the Doctors of Philosophy in International Studies.
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GSIS Events Campus Asia

Campus Asia

Seoul Tour

Field Trip to Busan

On April 1st, 2018, Campus Asia students joined in a one-
day Seoul Tour. They first visited the National Museum of 
Korean Contemporary History. The Museum displayed many 

artifacts from the Japanese Occupation era to Modern Korea 
with elaborate explanations of historical phases such as the 
Korean War, the Miracle of Han River, the hosting of 1988 
Seoul Olympics, the 2002 World Cup, and more. Then the 
students visited Chadeokgung Palace to learn the later stages 
of Joseon and take a walk in trails inside the walls. Moreover, 
they watched a Korean traditional musical performance, 
called Pansori, about the ancient Chinese literature - Romance 
of the Three Kingdoms - in Chongdong Theatre. The title of 
the performance was “Chibi” which is one of the most famous 
war scenes in this fiction story. The tour concluded with a 
traditional Korean local cuisine, Hanjungsik, in Myeongdong.

On April 28th to 29th of 2018, Campus Asia students went 
on a two-day field trip to Busan, the second largest city and 
the largest port city in South Korea. The students visited many 
sites, including Taejongdae, Yong-Gung Temple, Haeundae 
Beach Nurimaru APEC House, Jagalchi Market, and Gukje 
(International) Market. Every one of these places had its own 
value. Students were able to visit the very place where the 
2005 APEC Summit meeting was held and other landmarks 
that visitors see when visiting Busan. Moreover, they enjoyed 
famous Busan delicacies, such as hweh (raw fish) and various 
fish stews. During the evening session, students discussed 
the North-South Korea meeting, East Asia-U.S. relations, and 
suggestions for the Campus Asia program with Professor 
Jong-Ho Jeong, who gladly joined the trip to interact with the 
students in the program. Students also spent time together 
and had a chance of getting to know each other. 
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GSIS Events Campus Asia

Workshop – Professor Sunhyuk Kim

Workshop – Professor Jaewoo Choo

The first workshop lecture was given by Professor 
Sunhyuk Kim, from Korea University, an expert on Korean 
civil society, state-society relations, and international 
administration. Professor Kim delivered a lecture on “State 
and Civil Society in East Asia: Theoretical and Comparative 
Issues.” The lecture aimed to deepen the students 
understanding of classical civil society theory in the Western 
countries, the characteristics of civil societies in East Asian 
countries, as well as the comparative studies of civil societies 
in Korea, Japan, and China. The participants of the workshop 
held a discussion based on the future and the challenges of the 
civil societies in these three countries.

The second workshop lecture was given by Professor 
Jaewoo Choo of Kyung Hee University, who is an expert 
on China-US and China-North Korea, and the East Asian 
countries relations. His main topic was “The Evolving 
Regionalism in East Asia.” The lecture summarized the 
political, diplomatic and economic stances of China, Japan, 
and Korea, as well as brief mentions of the United States. Then 
students were to discuss the relations of these countries based 
on the current phenomena in the international sphere.
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GSIS Events Campus Asia

Field Trip to Jeju
From June 25th to 27th of 2018, Campus Asia students went 

on a final three-day trip to Jeju Island. The students visited 
Dodubong (Island Peak), Seongsan Ilchulbong (Sunrise Peak), 
JeongBang Falls, and Jeju Folk Village. The students also 
visited Jeju Peace Centre, where the Peace Forum was held, to 
learn more about Jeju Island. Students also learned about the 
history and the international figures and invitees to the Jeju 
Peace Forum. Moreover, through the Jeju Island trip, students 
acquired deeper knowledge about Jeju Island as a symbol 
of peace, and enjoyed nature and different lifestyles of Jeju 
Island.

Campus Asia Final Presentation
On June 26th,2018, students gave a presentation based on 

the phenomena of various aspects in East Asian countries. 
The participants of the Campus Asia Program were free 
to choose a topic of interest and conduct studies to deepen 
their knowledge of the three East Asian countries. The final 
presentation session consisted of three topics given by three 
different groups of students. The first group covered “The 
Declining Birthrate in East Asia” and the problems that 
followed the phenomenon. They claimed that the chronic 
birthrate problem gave rise to the issue of avoiding marriage 
by the current society based on housing, childcare, and 
professional careers, as well as its adverse effect in the future 
labor force. Next, the second group presented the “Suicides 
in East Asian Countries”. The suicide issue covered social 
obstacles that people face in everyday life as the results 
showed high suicide rates in Korea and Japan. Lastly, the 
third group discussed “Cultural Emotions of East Asian 
Countries” to find relative identities of the countries and 

how the characteristics of the three countries can be viewed 
by outsiders. All three topics offered new knowledge and 
perspectives into the participants as they debated and 
discussed the topics. Finally, Professor Jong-Ho Jeong and 
Professor Jiyeoun Song also participated in a Q&A session, 
evaluated the presentations including concluding remarks, 
and awarded the presenters with prizes.
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GSIS Events DCPP

DCPP

Understanding Korea's ODA Policy and Framework - 
Professor Hyuksang Sohn

SDGs and Impact Investment - President Youngmok Kim

The 37th International Development Policy Seminar was 
held on Thursday, March 22nd, 2018, in the International 
Conference Hall. The lecture entitled “Understanding Korean 
ODA: Trends and Challenges” was presented by Professor 
Hyuksang Sohn, Dean of the Graduate School of Public Policy 
and Civic Engagement, Kyung Hee University. The lecture 
was attended by the 10th Batch of DCPP Students, Professor 
Hyeok Jeong, and four graduate students from various 
departments. The seminar dealt with the development of 
Korean ODA and its characteristics. Through the seminar and 
the Q&A session held afterward, students had opportunities 
to reflect on their respective countries’ ODA policies and 
interactions with Korean institutions.

The 38th International Development Policy Seminar was 
held on Tuesday, April 10th, 2018, in the GL Room. The lecture, 
entitled “SDGs and Impact Investment”, was presented by 
Ambassador Youngmok Kim, Co-President of the Grace 
and Mercy Foundation Korea. The lecture was attended by 
the 10th Batch of DCPP Students, Professor Hyeok Jeong, 
Professor Jiyeoun Song, and four graduate students from 
various departments. The seminar dealt with the SDGs 
related to the environment, and also impact investments. With 
Ambassador Youngmok rich knowledge of the background of 
the students’ respective countries, he was able to give several 
concrete examples of how the SDGs were relevant to the 
students’ countries. During the Q&A session held afterward, 
students had the opportunity to reflect on their countries’ 
aptitude for impact investment.
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GSIS Events DCPP

Africa and Development Finance - Director-General Taesik Yoon
The 39th International Development Policy Seminar was 

held on Tuesday, May 29th, 2018, in the GL Room. The lecture 
entitled “Africa and Development Finance” was presented by 
Taesik Yoon, the Director General of Development Finance of 
the Ministry of Strategy and Finance. The lecture was attended 
by the 10th Batch of DCPP Students, Professor Hyeok Jeong, 
and an SNU GSIS graduate student. The seminar dealt with 
the potential value of Africa, international cooperation on the 
development of Africa, and EDCF’s “Support to Africa”.
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GSIS Events Executive Programs

Executive Programs

GLP 37th Commencement
The 37th Seoul National University Global Leadership 

Program (hereafter "GLP") concluded with a graduation 
ceremony on August 30th, 2018. The 37th GLP cohort was 
composed of 39 professionals from diverse backgrounds. 
The professionals were composed of corporate managers 
from diverse industries, conglomerates such as Samsung, 
Posco, and public enterprises including Korea Electric Power 
Corporation, Korea Land and Housing Corporation and more.

The 37th GLP members attended a total of 22 lectures 
starting from “Strategy for Korea’s Economic Success” by 
Professor Hwy-Chang Moon, given over a period of six 
months were composed of practical academic courses, 
international area studies courses, and cultural understanding 
courses to provide a multidimensional perspective on the 
modern business environment. For more information, please 
visit www.glpceo.org.
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1. Brief introduction of yourself.
I am an International Commerce major now moving on to my third semester here at GSIS. 
Although I was born in Korea, I moved to Thailand at a very young age and grew up there. I 
moved back to Korea to attend university at the College of Business Administration at SNU. This 
past year at GSIS has been an amazing experience for me both personally and professionally and 
I am loving every moment I spend here!

2. Why were you interested in becoming a student council member?
Growing up in an international community abroad, I always believed that such communities have 
something special to offer in the local area. I saw a lot of potential for how our GSIS could interact 
with other entities outside of campus and I wanted to steer our student body in a direction which 
would give them the opportunity to be more active members of their surrounding environment.

3. How was life as a student council member?
Although the answer may vary between previous student council members, I would hope that 
all members found the experience to be rewarding. Being in student council is not easy because 
it requires a lot of your time and energy but a pat on the back or a compliment from the students 
after an event is what makes all the toil worth it.

4. What was the hardest part of being student council president?
I believe it was not being able to make everyone happy. To be honest, I am a bit of a people 
pleaser so I try to make sure no one is upset because of me. Unfortunately, being a leader is much 
more than pleasing people. Sometimes being in such a position requires making difficult choices, 
which some people will be unhappy about 

5. What do you believe was your proudest achievement as student council 
president?
This semester’s student council set out a goal to reach out to alumni and build a bridge between 
the student body and our graduates. Although this bridge will require more attention next 
semester, a foundation has been established for students and alumni to connect with each other. 
I believe this will be quite important for the future of GSIS if we would like to see the continued 
success of all our students.

6. Do you have any advice for the next student council members?
The Three S’s: Smile, Skill, and Sacrifice. Smile because smiles are infectious. Spread happiness to 
the students you are serving. At the same time, get good at what you are responsible for. Whether 
this is making posters, planning events, or contacting students, develop your skills and become an 
efficient worker. Lastly, be willing to sacrifice yourself. Being in student council in itself requires 
you to sacrifice your energy and time but be open to this and know that you reap what you sow.

Yongbak Jin, President of the Student Council
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7. To our GSIS students!
More than anything, I hope this Spring Semester of 2018 has been an enjoyable one. The student 
council really tried our best to do more for the students in every sense. Although members come 
and go, the student council is always there to help you and make your time at GSIS memorable. I 
hope you will continue to support the student council and help us in our mission to make GSIS a 
better place.
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1. Brief Introduction of yourself
 I am Jiwon Seo, majoring in International Cooperation in SNU GSIS. International relations 
has always been my interest since majoring in political science and international studies in 
my undergraduate years and human rights have become an important and interesting topic 
for me since I have worked as an intern at a human rights NGO. Struggling to find a place to 
pursue my interest after I finished my undergraduate, I found SNU GSIS as an exciting “next 
step” to strengthen my academic basis and have the opportunity to meet students from various 
backgrounds.

2. How has SNU GSIS prepared you academically and/or professionally for 
your future? 
The two years that I have spent in GSIS have helped me appreciate scholars and their works, 
and foster a critical perspective to analyze academic papers and develop my own thoughts. 
Completing 45 credits and writing a thesis within four semesters seemed to be overwhelming 
at first. The four semesters passed by really fast but I realized that it is possible to finish it all. 
Focusing on and doing my best in each class added up to be four semesters and finally brought 
me to a thesis and being awarded “Highest Honor Award”. I am very thankful for the professors 
and classmates that inspired me and provided invaluable insights that kept me motivated 
throughout each class.

3.  What is some advice you would give to underclassmen? 
Reflecting on my two years at SNU GSIS, I would like to advise other fellow SNU GSIS students 
to not be afraid of enrolling in classes on diverse topics that even you are unfamiliar with. SNU 
GSIS has great professors and curriculum that really allows you to explore new areas and gain 
fresh perspectives. Also, as much as we can learn from our classrooms and readings, challenge 
yourself to participate in various activities and opportunities outside of regular classes. It is 
possible to squeeze in diverse experiences between our tight class schedules which will inspire 
and motivate us to pursue our future careers.

4.  What are your future plans?
Personally, I felt privileged to be able to study delicately selected readings and to participate in 
interactive discussions in each class. I will be working in the human rights field this year and am 
willing to continue to pursue a future career related to international relations and human rights. 
My academic experience in SNU GSIS will be a valuable asset for me and I hope to meet fellow 
SNU GSIS graduates in various fields in the future!

Jiwon Seo, Graduate Awarded with Highest Honor
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1.  Brief introduction of yourself.
My name is Louisa Waldforst and I am a Korean Studies major. I am enrolled in my home 
university in Tübingen, Germany, as well as at SNU GSIS in accordance to my double-degree 
master program. I finished the course work in both universities and by writing my thesis in 
Korean, I will receive Master of Arts certificates from both universities, thus earning a double 
degree in Korean Studies.

2.  How does it feel to be awarded “Highest Honor Award”?
I feel very honored by receiving this award and it also feels like an huge acknowledgment for my 
studies and my work of the last years.

3.  Who and/or what helped you the most in achieving this award?
I think like every other student in GSIS I was just trying to work hard and be diligent in my 
studies and pursuing my goals. Since every student has different interests, it is not a race and not 
about competing to be the best, but rather following your research interests and trying to make a 
difference with our work. 

4.  What are your future plans? 
I will return to my home country and look for a job there, preferably in Korean companies in the 
Frankfurt area.

5.  What is your favorite memory of SNU GSIS?
For me the opportunity to study with extraordinary students from around the world was 
definitely the thing I liked the best. Even though we all study Korean studies, it is such an 
enrichment for your own study to hear about the different viewpoints from students with 
different nationalities. It was so interesting to learn about their approach to the different fields in 
Korean studies and it definitely broadens your own research horizon. 

6.  What is some advice you would give to underclassmen?
My advice to my underclassmen would be to find balance. Of course, course work is important, 
but do not stress too much over the deadlines of papers or exam results. For your own research 
it is important that you also find time to rest and for leisure, so you can return to your work 
refreshed and be ready for another day. Time management is key! To be able to fully concentrate 
on your research work, you need a clear and well-rested mind, so you will be able to show the 
best of you and your work. 

Louisa Waldforst, Graduate Awarded with Highest Honor  
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1. Brief introduction of yourself 
My name is Pearl Naa Dedei Tetteh, a final semester student of the Development Cooperation 
Policy Program of the Graduate School of International Studies. I am a Ghanaian and I work 
with the National Development Planning Commission (NDPC), the apex planning body of the 
country, as a planning analyst. NDPC has four main divisions, these are the policy division, 
monitoring and evaluation division, plan coordination and the general services division. I work 
with the policy division and we are responsible for leading the processes for development policy 
formulation and the preparation of the medium and long term national development policy 
frameworks for Ghana. My Communication and Development Studies background has really 
helped me to function effectively in the Commission over the years. 

2. Why did you apply for DCPP program?
I applied for the DCPP program for two main reasons. Firstly, the DCPP program is noted for 
its practical approach and this makes it less entangled with abstract theoretical and ideological 
arguments which makes studying discouraging and tedious. It’s one on one mentoring 
programme with the professors also prepares the public servants and students to work and live in 
an increasingly competitive global environment. Finally, in an increasingly globalized world, the 
program offered an opportunity for me to be a member of an international community of highly 
trained professionals who will not only understand the political economy at an international level 
and how they affect one’s local economy but also come up with local solutions with international 
perspective to address the day to day challenges I might encounter as public servants.

3. What are some of the activities in DCPP program that you have participated in?
I have had the pleasure of participating in many field trips and seminars organized by the DCPP 
program. The places I have visited so far include Busan, the second largest city, the national 
museum, Hyundai, and many more interesting places. Overall, my favorite place was the 
government complex at Sejon city. The architecture of how all the offices are connected not just 
physically but electronically as well is quite exciting. This would reduce cost of travelling from 
one ministry to the other on cross-cutting issues and also minimize the time spent commuting 
from ministry to ministry which will in effect reduce the cost of government business Also 
seminars organized by the DCPP office had renowned professors from the Korean Development 
Institute, Seoul National University and Directors from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Finance and many well acclaimed speakers. The issues ranged from trade, policy, development to 
planning.

4. How would DCPP program influence your work (academically/ professionally) 
back home?
Attaining knowledge is one thing and its application is a totally different ball game with many 
nuances. Many students after completing a program believe they are armed enough to change the 
world, however, reality strikes when you realize that there many layers one needs to overcome 
before such change becomes a reality. This is not to discourage anyone but rather to prepare them 
for the shock and expectation of the work environment. As a public servant with the National 
Development Planning Commission, my work is spelt out for me. Ideally this experience would 
help me to do my work better and much more efficiently and in order to do I will have to go 

Dedei Tetteh, Vice Representative of DCPP 
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back with something concrete enough to generate some discourse. Thus my starting point will 
be my research work which is on Ghana’s economic trajectory. Here the focus was exclusively 
on assessing the relationship between Ghana’s national development plans and its economic 
transformation trajectory by identifying the factors that inhibit financing in plan implementation. 
This will further enrich the discussion back home on how we can focus as a commission on the 
identified drivers of growth to help in sustainably financing Ghana’s development efforts without 
relying on aid – hence promoting the ‘Ghana Beyond Aid’ agenda. This will in turn ensure 
the sustainability of the various plans, projects, and activities. Lastly, I believe the knowledge 
and experience gained from both professors and colleagues will help me to be better placed to 
overcome the challenges that will likely arise in the day to day performance of my duties. I believe 
I will be going back home more equipped and better placed to function more effectively in the 
Commission to enable it to perform its mandate to the letter so that the dividends of development 
would be for all to enjoy.
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Student Council’s Activities

GSIS Students 2018 Spring MT
After the official welcome of orientation, student council arranged 

an MT for new SNU GSIS students. The MT was a fantastic opportunity 
for everyone to meet each other for the first time and the event was a 
great success. The student council organized games and cooked meals 
for the students to enjoy and the merriment continued long into the 
night. After waking up the next morning and enjoying a nice breakfast 
together, the students returned to GSIS, ready to begin a wonderful 
new semester.

Major Nights
At the beginning and end of each semester, student representatives of each major coordinate a major night. Major nights are 

special because they are an opportunity for students to mingle with each other and talk to professors in a casual non-academic 
setting. As professors and students enjoy the food and drinks, they develop a strong relationship and form a true community. 
Thanks to these major nights, classmates and professors feel very connected to each other at SNU GSIS.

Midterm Snacks
Just hearing the word “midterm” is enough to make any student 

feel stressed. Snacking on treats, though, is a favorite way for students 
to relieve stress. That’s why during the midterm season at SNU GSIS, 
the student council provides midterm snacks to busy students. The 
sweets and cookies provide energy to students before examinations and 
are a much-needed pick-me-up for busy students. The student council 
will continue to plan events to help students succeed in their academic 
and social lives.

Thirsty Thursday
Thursdays mark the beginning of the weekend for most students 

at GSIS. Continuing the tradition from the fall semester, GSIS students 
met at Sponsor Bar on Thursdays for drinks and laughs with fellow 
students. With the help of the event, classmates became friends and 
students from separate majors had the opportunity to meet one another 
for the fi time. Thirsty Thursdays will remain a fixture in the years 
ahead and hopefully continue to help build social relations amongst 
GSIS students.
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Inter-GSIS Mixer
For the inter-GSIS event of the semester, SNU GSIS students attended a mixer. Arranged by the student councils of various 

international graduate schools in Seoul, the event was a fabulous opportunity for students to meet like-minded people. SNU GSIS 
students met students from other GSIS, expanding their social networks and making new friendships. Establishing connections 
with students outside of SNU GSIS was not only important but also a very fun experience. Together with students from other 
institutions, SNU GSIS students partied long into the night and built beautiful new relationships.

Inter-GSIS Picnic
For another inter-GSIS event of the semester, students gathered for a 

picnic. Hosted by the student councils of various GSIS institutions, the 
picnic was set up to offer students an opportunity to meet students from 
other schools. The casual and fun atmosphere made for a delightful 
afternoon by the river’s edge and the delicious picnic food was enjoyed 
by all. The SNU GSIS student councils will continue to cooperate with 
each other to produce more inter-GSIS events in the future.

Thesis Workshop by Professors
GSIS students often worry about writing their Master’s Thesis. There are so many unknowns. How does one find an advisor? 

How does one come up with an interesting topic? How does one avoid the many pitfalls of thesis-writing? To help allay these 
concerns, the student council works with professors to host thesis workshops. These workshops serve as an important forum 
for students to voice their concerns and to have their questions answered by some of the most experienced academic writers in 
Korea

Thesis Workshop by Ph.D. students
SNU GSIS student council hosted several thesis workshops. These workshops were special in that they were led by Ph.D. 

students. Students in attendance were able to hear the experiences of students that have completed their own theses and learned 
the best tactics for writing a great thesis. In addition, the students learned what mistakes to avoid in the process. The casual 
atmosphere of the workshops favored a highly beneficial discussion on thesis-writing and left many students feeling more 
confident about the work ahead.
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Book:
Human Capital and Development - Lessons and Insights from Korea's Transformation. Edward Elgar 
Publishing, 2018

Journal: 
“Analysis of Korea’s Long-Term Growth Process and Lessons for Sustainable Development.” 
Korean Economic Review, V.34, No.2, July 2018

“Analysis on the Openness and Economic Welfare of North Korea.” Bank of Korea Economic 
Studies, No.2018-13, May 2018

“Finance, Growth, and Inequality: New Evidence from Panel VAR Perspective.” Seoul Journal of 
Economics, Forthcoming, V.31, No.2, May 2018

“Employment, Earnings, and Human Capital Formation of the North Korean Refugees.” 
Exploration of North Korean Refugees’ Adaptation in South Korea and Its Policy Implications, KDI 
Research Monograph, April 2018

Professor Hyeok Jeong

Book:
“국제개발 주창자로서 시민사회의 재탄생: 한국 국제개발협력 시민사회단체의 새로운 역할을 중심으로,” <한국 

시민사회를 새롭게 하라> (파주: 진인진, 2018).  

Journal: 
“Global Partnerships for Development and Risk Tendencies of Partners: A Theoretical Approach 
with the Gavi Case.”  Asian International Studies Review, V.19, No.1, 2018

“한국 ODA 사업의 정책일관성 연구: 영국, 네덜란드와 비교분석을 중심으로,” <동서연구> 제30권 2호, 2018

“A Critical Review of Alternative Pathways to New Social Policy in the Development.” Korean 
Social Policy Review, Vol.25, No.2, 2018

“Synergistic Interactions between Social Policy and SSEs in Developing Countries: Interfaces in 
Discourse and Practice.” Development and Society, V.47, No.2, 2018

Professor Taekyoon Kim
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Journal: 
“Deepening of US-China Nuclear Security Dilemma in the 21st Century: View from Robert Jervis’ 
Nuclear Deterrence and Security Dilemma.” Policy Briefing V.24, May 2018, pp.5-30

Professor Seong-Ho Sheen

Journal:
“Soft Power after Nye: The Neoliberal International Order and Soft Power Learning." Handbook of 
Cultural Security, 2018, pp.253-268

Professor Geun Lee
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Scholarship Recipients of Spring 2018

Scholarship Recipient

Global 
Scholarship

Andree Christiane Marty Maine
Song Yuanming
Liu Xiaoshan

Harrington Tamar Annette
Hayan Cho

Dongho Han
Wang Zhishuang

Zhanling Luo
Elizabeth Rosemary Parker

Huayan Wang
Han Beibei

Huanh Hsiao Ning (Crystal)
Chandrapala Kandedura Arachchilage Manjula Pradeep

Ma Jialu
Qi Ruyu

Ishimwe Vincent
Chan Hei Chi

Tarakei Jasmin
Nuruljanah Desica Ana

Chen Yu-Wei
Heyun Jin
Yu Yi Ning

Schiller Anna
Fan Yau Shun

Astrid
Yao Liu

Cai Zhangli
Kawase Emari

Schotthoefer Alexander
Alexander Falck-Bilden

Sangjoon Kim
Sarah Rhee

Gyehik Min
Xia Liqin

Huang Ruimin

Jeonsu Yun/
Samrak Lee Taeyoon Yoon

SBS Foundation
Nguyen Kim Ngan

Arpaci Ayhan Sevde

Taegyun Park
Dang Nga Thanh
Zhang Miwangle

Yeonjae Chung Lee

Socheon Sungyeob Seol

GSFS
Nguyen Huynh Nhu

Dau Thi Thanh Hao

Gwan-ak(c) Eugine Kim

Mediheal 
Foundation

Feng Tingting

Khoonthaweelapphon Woraset

Overseas Korean 
Foundation

Jinyong Bak

Elina Kim

Scholarship Recipient

POSCO

Silsupa Wiwatwicha
Ngyuen Suaong Thithao

Yussupova Gulmira
Huynh Thi Kieu Trang
Ngo Diem Hong Nga

GLP

Minjung Kim
Taegyeom Kim

Julia Lee
Jimin Sung

Jungeun Choi
Eunji Park

Yeonsoo Doh
Jiwon Seo

Jihae Kwon
Jisu Lee

Jieun Cha

Jaeik Kim Qasemi Murtaza

BXAI Foundation Asami Asaki

KOICA

Helmy Awad Emgy Mahmoud
Damdja Nyatcha

Macha Raphael Heri
Antwi-Danso Esther
Kore Selam Worku

Alemu Minyamir Ashenif
Abena Atsama Jolyane Desrosier
Kacou Ndouba Didier Simplice
Morsy Ahmed Fouad Ibrahim

Medaissi Skander
Thierry Kisukulu Asianande

Deguenonvo Malick Habib Jimmy
Tsegaye Yigrem Tariku

Kambale Luhungu Faustin
Benmaza Sonia Farahnaz

Urujeni Consolee
Gloria Mutoni
Aidli Lakehal

Amuzu-Kpene Kwesi
Tetteh Pearl Naa Dedei

Tarar Shahid Ijaz
Kasasira Solomon

Carrillo Aviles Karla Tatiana
Roman del Salto Luis Felipe

Sieng Chansorachana
Berdugo Angela Maria

Dosmambetov Timur Aibekovich
Siem Pichnorak
Aye Pwint Soe
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We appreciate your invaluable support towards
the development of SNU-GSIS.

over KRW 30,000,000

·  Hyundai Engineering Co. Ltd
·  Toyota Motor Corporation Korea
·  GLP 32nd Batch
·  GLP 33rd Batch
·  GLP 34th Batch 
·  GLP 35th Batch

·  Samil PwC
·  Korea Fashion Association
·  Multi Campus
·  China Construction Bank Korea 
·  Donor 00549
·  Hyundai Research Institute
·  Donor 00553
·  Inkium
·  Yongjun Kim 
·  Donor 00577
·  Professor Dukgeun Ahn 

·  SNF
·  Professor Jong-Ho Jeong
·  GLP 36th Batch
·  GLP 37th Batch 
·  Professor Hwy-Chang Moon
·  Mercure Seoul 

over KRW 10,000,000


