
● Professor News

Professor Tae-Gyun Park’s New Book, 
Reading East Asia’s Modern History

Reading East Asia’s Modern History
(Changbi Publishers) is a comprehensive
review of the modern history of East
Asia from the 17th Century to now, co-
authored by Professors Tae-Gyun Park,
Yong-Tae Yoo (SNU), and Jin Woo Park
(Sookmyoung Women’s University)
through five years of collaborative

research. Although the book focuses on Korea, China, and Japan,
it also encompasses the whole region of East Asia, including
Vietnam, Taiwan, the Philippines, and Mongolia. The book covers
ten subjects in two volumes: the first volume discusses East
Asia’s regional order and 200 years of peace, the competition for
power amongst Qing Dynasty-Japan-Russia, urbanization and
mass society; and the second volume examines the invasion of
fascism, the heated war in Korea under the Cold War bi-polar
system, the rise of Japan and the changes in society. The book
also reviews the problems of imperialist rule, such as minority
and gender issues in East Asia.

● Alumni News

Won-Kook Gong (’03 Area Studies) Publishes 
Tales of Ancient Chinese History

For ten years, Won-Kook Gong,
alumnus of GSIS, has been
traveling around China to explore

its history and culture. So far he
has wrote Inmulji, Gwigokja, and

Humiliation of Jangbu and plans to
publish more of his travelogues of the
Chinese frontier, illustrating his
experiences while writing the Tales of

Ancient Chinese History. 
Upon explaining the series of Tales of Ancient Chinese History
(The Morning of History Publications) Gong stated that after two
years of preparing and writing, he wanted to address “the
persona, social systems, culture, and various other aspects of
how the world of China came to being from the Spring and
Autumn period to the Warring States Period.” This series, which
just completed its publication of the third volume, will come to
its completion of the full twelve-volume series by 2013. 
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◎GSIS would love to hear from you! Please send your articles to gsis@snu.ac.kr or call 02-880-8507 for more information.
◎This newsletter is edited by Ms. Tamara Lobzina (’10 International Area Studies) and Ms. Seyoung Jennifer Kim (’10 International Cooperation).

● 2011 Freshmen Orientation
On March 2nd, faculty, staff, and enrolled students of the Graduate
School of International Studies (GSIS) at Seoul National University
(SNU), gathered at Sochon Convention Hall to greet 59 freshmen (55
M.A. candidates and 4 Ph.D. candidates), who entered GSIS this
semester. At his welcoming speech, Professor Jin-Hyun Paik, Dean
of GSIS, assured the freshmen of the school’s support and
commitment to students. Dean Paik also expressed his hopes for the
freshmen to become global leaders, who will take on challenges
around the world. The orientation session following the welcoming
speech, led by Associate Dean Ki-Soo Eun, guided the students on

programs and curricula, graduation requirements, and scholarship programs. The orientation
ended with a Wine and Cheese Party organized by the GSIS student council where professors,
students and freshmen got to know each other.

● 2011 Spring Commencement
On February 25th, 35 International Studies and 19
International Development Policy graduates
received their degrees from GSIS. 
The commencement consisted of a brief report
by Associate Dean Ki-Soo Eun on the graduates’
achievements, congratulatory address by Dean
Jin-Hyun Paik, degree conferral ceremony, and

valedictorian speech by International Commerce
graduate Tae-Ho Cho. Many congratulations and rounds of applause were shared at the
commencement as graduates received their degrees after two or more years of hard work. 
In his congratulatory address, Dean Jin-Hyun Paik gave remarks on the rising status of GSIS in
the world as to be on par with leading graduate schools of international studies around the
world, and deemed the occasion a truly celebratory and gratifying moment for the graduates.
Dean Paik also urged the students to balance the growing privilege from the rising political,
economic, and sociological status of Korea in the world with increased responsibility as global
citizens. He reminded that millions of people are still suffering from war and conflicts; many in
Africa are HIV positive without affordable medications or adequate health infrastructure; over
three billion people are living on less than $2.50 a day; and a large part of the world is suffering
from oppression and violation of basic human rights as the recent “Jasmine Revolution” in the
Middle East testifies. To conclude, the Dean emphasized our need to think beyond national
borders, ethnicities, and gender differences so that we can embrace the faith in common
humanity and perform our responsibilities as compassionate global citizens.

Freshmen Orientation and Commencement

We appreciate your invaluable support towards
the development of SNU-GSIS.
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⊙ Diamond Club (Over 1 Billion Won) Sochon Park, Young Hi | Toyota Motor Korea

⊙ Platinum Club (Over 500 Million Won) Hewelett Packard Korea

⊙ Gold Club (Over 100 Million Won) Jung, Young-Hyun | SK D&D Co.Ltd. | SK E&C Co.Ltd. | SK Telecom | Kookmin Bank |

The Korea International Trade Association

⊙ Crystal Club (Over 10 Million Won) 
Lee, Jang-Woo | Lim, Byung-Sun | Comprehensive Financial Scholarship Organization | Technology&Science Enabler Co.Ltd. | Hwawoo Co.  |

Suntec Co.Ltd. | Moon, Hwy-Chang | Paik, Jin-Hyun | Cho, Dong-Sung | Haesung Institute for Ethics in International Affairs | Shin & Kim |

LG Cable&System Ltd. | CJ Co.Ltd. | Florence International | Korean Air Lines Co.Ltd. | Kia Motors Corporation | Hyundai Development Co. |

Samsung Fire&Marine Insurance Co.Ltd. | Alumni Association of GLP | Members of the 19th GLP | Members of the 20th GLP |

Members of the 22nd GLP

⊙ Other (Over 1 Million Won) 
Lee, Kyung-Hoon | Yeo, Hwa-Yeon | Park, Hyun-Bae | Choi, Sung-Il | Kim, Kyu-Young | Shin, Young-Sik | Woo, Duk-Sung | Intec Eng.Co.Ltd |

Lee, Chul-Kyu | Katsu Noske Inoue | SK HiTech Co.Ltd | Seo, Duk-Jo | Jinwoo Enterprise | Dongmun Co. | Lim, Sung-Ho | Myung Moon Medical Books |

Daeneung Communication | Lee, Ki-Seol | Ji, Woo-Ryeong | Kim, Chan-Joong | Kim, Kyung-Ock | Kim, Jin-Hong | Taeseung International Inc.  |

Hong, Mi-Kyung | Members of the 15th GLP | Members of the 16th GLP | Members of the 18th GLP | Members of the 21st GLP

The GSIS Foundation is an endowment created to realize the Vision 2020 of SNU-GSIS, the goal of which is to make the GSIS the best
graduate school of international studies and the world-best research center of the East Asian region. Any amount of support, large or
small, will bring SNU-GSIS closer to realizing its vision. The GSIS Foundation receives donations starting from 10,000 Won.
Those who donate to the Graduate School of International Studies are honored and granted the privileges given by both the Seoul
National University and the Graduate School of International Studies. According to the amount of the donation, donors are registered as
members of the Diamond Club, the Platinum Club, the Gold Club or the Crystal Club .
Contact: 02-880-8501, 02-880-8004
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GSIS Lecture Series

President Kazuo Ogoura was the Director
- General of the Cultural and Economic
Affairs Department (1989-1994), and
served as the Japanese Ambassador to
Vietnam (1994-1995), South Korea
(1997-1999), and France (1999-2002). He
is currently a Visiting Professor at

Ritsumeikan University and Hitotsubashi
University. In October 2003, he assumed
the Presidency of the Japan Foundation. 
Upon beginning his lecture, President
Ogoura expressed his gratitude in fluent
Korean to Seoul National University for
inviting him to give the lecture. He also
expressed his grief for the recent natural
disaster in Japan and gave thanks to the
Korean people for their support.
He pointed out that people tend to focus
on the importance of verbal communication
and neglect the importance of nonverbal
communication in international diplomacy.
He emphasized the role of gestures,
traditions and cultures by showing
various kinds of pictures and examples.
The lecture consisted of three parts, each
dealing with Food, Music and Gift. He
highlighted how food can play a crucial
role in major diplomatic summits and

conferences, discussed how music can be
used to convey various diplomatic
meaning or to ease tension between two
countries, and lastly, described the
political implications of gifts exchanged
between countries. He also noted that by
using nonverbal communication, countries
will try harder to understand other cultures,
thereby accelerating the diplomatic process
and preventing any misunderstandings.
To explain the significance of these
elements, he gave real-life examples of
meetings between high level diplomatic
officials, which gained much interest and
appreciation from the audience.
In his concluding remarks, President
Ogoura re-emphasized the importance of
nonverbal communication by stating that
it is important to express our opinions, but
what is more important is how we do it.
The lecture provided a meaningful lesson
on the importance of nonverbal
communication in the international
diplomatic environment and 
suggested new approaches
to diplomacy.

GSIS Amb. 
Jooyoung Jung 
(’10 Int’l Commerce)

On March 14th, GSIS hosted a special
lecture entitled “Big Crisis, Little
Protectionism” by Professor Kishore
Gawande. Dr. Gawande, Professor at the
Bush School of Government and Public
Service at Texas A&M University, is a
noted authority on political economy and
trade policy, emerging economies, and
applied econometrics. His lecture presented

a comprehensive analysis on the question
of whether protectionism was enhanced
after the financial crisis and the collapse
of global trade in 2008. He argued that, in
contrast to the 1930s when increase in
tariff as response to the financial crisis
lead to reduction of global trade, the
economy became much more complex
now and the current slowdown in global
trade is due to several reasons that cannot
be explained simply with protectionism.
He concluded the lecture with a Q&A
session and in-depth discussion with
students in regards to global trade and
political economy. 

GSIS Amb. Shijin Shin (09’ Int’l Cooperation)

On April 4th 2011, Mr. Kazuo Ogoura, the President of the Japan Foundation and the
Former Ambassador of Japan to Korea, gave a lecture titled ‘Nonverbal Communication
in Diplomacy: Food, Music and Gift’ as the 29th ‘Asia and the World’ Public Lecture, a
lecture series sponsored by Toyota Motor Korea since 2004. More than 100 people
attended the event, including H.E. Peter Tan, the Ambassador of Singapore to Korea,
staff members of the U.S. Embassy, as well as professors, researchers, and students
from different universities.

‘Asia and the World’ Public Lecture

Nonverbal Communication in
Diplomacy: Food, Music and Gift
Kazuo Ogoura, President of the Japan Foundation 
Former Ambassador of Japan to Korea

Special Lecture

Big Crisis, Little
Protectionism
Kishore Gawande 
Professor of Texas A&M University
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On Nov. 22nd 2010, GSIS invited Sir
Kenneth Keith, Judge of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague, for a
distinguished lecture. In this distinguished
lecture, Sir Kenneth Keith discussed the
methods of peaceful dispute settlement
and its development, including the case of
the ICJ. The peaceful settlement of
international disputes is a matter of
growing importance for the prevention of
war and the promotion and preservation
of peace. The lecture illustrated the
reasons why international adjudication
became the major method of dealing with

international disputes, one of which is the
growing preference in the international
political community to rely on third party
settlement to resolve matters since the end
of the Cold War. However, Sir Kenneth
Keith concluded his lecture by noting that
while there is growing experience in
dealing with international disputes and
development in international law and
treaty-making, legal process is just one
way of resolving disputes and that it in
itself is not perfect. Good faith and the
expansion of cooperation within and
amongst countries are necessary to move
us forward to a firmer ground of peace
around the world.

GSIS Amb. Yunok Kim (’10 American Area Studies)

Distinguished Lecture

International Disputes Settlement
Sir Kenneth Keith, Judge of the International Court of Justice

The Distinguished Lecture by Professor
Erick Thorbecke on March 23rd focused
on answering the following questions:
whether the actual distribution of gains is
fair, whether the costs of globalization are
born disproportionately by the developing
world, and whether changes in inequality
(both “between countries” and “within
countries”) and the observed poverty
dynamics are related to globalization. 

As a response to the questions, Professor
Thorbecke presented the “First Transmission
Channel - Globalization - Openness - Growth
- Distribution (Inequality) - Poverty Nexus”
model, which states that a) globalization -
poverty causal chain is complex and
heterogeneous, involving multifaceted
channels; b) economic growth is necessary
for poverty reduction, but it depends also
on income distribution; and c) net effects
of globalization on the poor are often
context-specific, implying that cross-
country studies may be misleading. When
discussing the “Globalization - Growth -
Poverty Channel,” it is important to
remember that openness is necessary, but
is not a sufficient condition for successful
development. It is also imperative to look
at the pattern of economic growth, as
opposed to solely concentrating on the
rate of growth. In sum, distribution is the
filter between growth and poverty
reduction. Professor Thorbecke attributed
the success of the growth engine in Asia
to successful structural transformation,

outward-oriented development strategy
based on “Flying Geese Paradigm” and
region-wide dynamic comparative advantage,
and the pro-poor pattern of public expenditures;
whereas the Latin American growth
model sputtered due to passive response
to globalization process, natural-resource
based linkage to the global economy, and
“The Lost Decade” of the 1980’s. He also
pointed out that the growth model in
Africa failed due to fundamental
disadvantages of location, inadequate
political institutions and governance,
under-developed physical infrastructure
and high risk investment climate, and the
Resource Curse and the Dutch Disease. In
conclusion, the policies of governments
of developing countries should consciously
engage in building institutional capacities
for integration, including a capable
independent nation-state that is ready to
take on the enormous challenges posed by
globalization.

GSIS Amb. Tamara Lobzina 
('10 Asian Area Studies)

Distinguished Lecture

Impact of Globalization on the Poor in
Asia, Latin America and Africa
Erik Thorbecke
Emeritus Professor of Economics at Cornell University
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GSIS People

The return of the spring season was marked by the commencement and entrance ceremonies. SNU-GSIS was filled with good-byes
and anticipation as graduates prepared to move on to their new paths after two years of studies, and new students arrived to begin their
life here at GSIS. We interviewed the incoming and outgoing students about their plans for the upcoming future.

● Graduates Interview

⊙Tae-ho Cho  ’09 Int’l Commerce, Nationality: Korean
“It was an honor to speak on behalf of the
graduating class at the commencement. As
I've spent most of my life abroad, the two
years at SNU-GSIS were in themselves
refreshing and a great learning experience
for me. In particular, the passion and
determination of my peers to improve not

only as scholars, but also as people, have impressed me most.
This coming fall, I intend to enroll in a U.S. law school and hope to
study international and trade laws more in depth. Finally, I want to
take this opportunity to thank all the professors and friends for
their encouragement and support. Thank you!”

⊙ Noran Aly Kamel Ahmed Hassan  
’09 Int’l Development Policy (MIDP)
Nationality: Egyptian
“I arrived in Korea yesterday to attend the
commencement ceremony on the behalf of
MIDP students. As you know, Egypt has been
undergoing a crucial revolutionary period. I
am very proud to represent MIDP students at

the commencement, as well as my home country. I hope to
contribute to the development of Egypt by applying what I have
learned at SNU-GSIS.”
(Currently working as Economic Researcher for the Cabinet of the
Minister of International Cooperation in Egypt)

⊙ Sung Eun Christina Lee   
’09 Int’l Area Studies / Working at UNESCO HQ

Having had interests in culture and art, I was selected to
participate in the 2010 Global Professional Women Internship
Program, which was sponsored by the Ministry of Gender Equality
and Family. After a one-month training at the Institute of Foreign
Affairs and National Security, I was given the opportunity to work
at the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris as a consultant.
I have been working in the Policy & Statutory Implementation
team since January 2011. As the heart of the World Heritage
Center, the POL team establishes and maintains the international
standards on selection and preservation processes of the World
Heritage Sites. I am working at the Nomination and Tentative List
Unit, where the final nominees for World Heritage Units and their
documents are received. Managing the nominees and witnessing
their selection and registration into the World Heritage have been
a truly invaluable experience. 
Working at the international organization, I was exposed to the true
diversity and magnitude of current international issues. I hope that
my theoretical knowledge gained at GSIS and my experience at
UNESCO will be the basis for my development into a true
professional, who can meet the demands of the international society.

⊙ Sun Young Seo  
’07 Int’l Cooperation / Working as UNEP Intern

The application process for the UNEP Internship in Geneva,

Switzerland is rather simple; it is based on the review of an
application and an interview. While the selection criteria may have
appeared simple, they entailed much trial and error, and thorough
preparation during my years at GSIS. As I neared graduation, I
finally received the news that I was selected to intern at UNEP. 
My duty at UNEP is to promote the distribution of low-carbon
technologies in Asia and Africa. I investigate governmental policies
that can be implemented in order to attract investment from the
financial sector and how international policies can be adopted to
facilitate domestic policies. The results of this research will then
be reported to the United Nations Climate Change Conference. 
While my courses at GSIS did not focus on particular issues of
climate change or finance, my major (International Cooperation)
allowed me to study the roles of the government and other
agencies, such as international organizations and NGOs, in
resolving international issues, and to investigate ways to create
synergies through their cooperation. Also, studying with classmates
who shared a commitment to international issues and communities
has been a positive reinforcement and a source of motivation.

⊙ Dong Hyun Kim  
’09 Int’l Commerce / Working at Korea Eximbank

In an era of competitive advantage
over comparative advantage, the
role of Korea Export-Import
Bank (Eximbank) in supplying
foreign investment to build national
competitiveness served as a great
appeal to me. Eximbank seemed
to be an ideal place where I can
fully utilize my major and foreign
language skills to serve national
interests.
The hiring process of the Eximbank
consisted of 4 stages: document
screening, written examination
on major subjects and I-TEPS,

and two rounds of interviews. 
Currently, I am working at the Inter-Korean Cooperation
Development Division (IKCD). Commissioned from the Korean
government, the IKCD focuses on the execution and management
of the South-North Cooperation Fund, which is designed to foster
exchange and cooperation between North and South Korea and to
control loan agreements and disbursement to finance
inter-Korean projects. 
I hope that my experience at the Eximbank will eventually help me
serve to promote cooperation among inter-Korean governments
and international organizations for the reconstruction of the North
Korean society upon the reunification of two Koreas.

GSIS Amb. Kyung Yoon Choi (‘09 Chinese Area Studies), Yunok Kim(‘10 American Area Studies)

● Freshmen Interview

⊙Byoung-Jae Choi  ’11 Int’l Cooperation, Nationality: Korean
“The academic environment of GSIS is much
more open and invigorating than I had
expected. I am particularly fascinated by
GSIS’s diverse student body that creates a
truly international community. GSIS offers an
environment where we can broaden the
scope of our knowledge and perspectives on

international issues through active participation in discussions,
presentations, group activities, and special lectures. In addition, I
am excited to study with GSIS Professors who are always open
and available to their students. I look forward to exploring my
academic interests in depth and prepare my career under their
guidance.”

⊙ Jyoti Palakollu  ’11 Int’l Commerce, Nationality: Indo-Canadian
“My first impression of GSIS was its vibrant
student community. The Student Council and
the senior students helped us adjust to the
new environment in every way they could. At
GSIS, students with diverse backgrounds
bring their own unique culture and
perspective to the class, and this makes
class discussions very interesting. In addition,

under the professors who are experts in their fields, we are
encouraged to develop critical and analytical thinking skills. My life
in GSIS so far has been a wonderful and enjoyable experience. I'm
looking forward to the next few months, hoping that it will be a
fantastic experience both personally and professionally.”

GSIS Amb. Miae Jo (‘10 Int’l Cooperation), Yunok Kim (‘10 American Area Studies),
Shijin Shin (‘09 Int’l Cooperation)

Graduates & Freshmen Interview
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The ‘Global Leadership Program (GLP)’ of GSIS welcomed its 23rd class with
the Opening Ceremony on March 3rd at the Grand Auditorium of the Engineer
House in Seoul National University. This year’s ceremony had a particular
importance as it marked the beginning of the GLP as an independent GSIS
program, ending its partnership with the Korea International Trade
Association. More than 50 outstanding personnel, including CEOs, executive
board members, government officials, doctors, professors and other
professionals, attended to celebrate this special occasion. Mr. Jong-dae Lee,
President of the GLP Alumni Association, many GLP alumni, Professor
Jin-Hyun Paik, Dean of GSIS, and other professors also attended the
ceremony, expressing their high expectations of the 23rd GLP class.

The 23rd Global Leadership Program (GLP) Entrance Ceremony

We’ve all entered GSIS with hopes and dreams of branching out into the world. What paths do we see ahead of us after graduation?
Here are the post-graduation stories of students who are pursuing their dreams.

Interview

From GSIS to the World 
Sung Eun Christina Lee (’09 Int’l Area Studies)   Sun Young Seo (’07 Int’l Cooperation)   Dong Hyun Kim (’09 Int’l Commerce)



⊙ Day 1, OT & Ice Breakers
In order to break the ice and promote good fellowship between
the teachers and students, we played the “Who’s Who?”
guessing game, matching pictures of teachers to Korean
celebrities using the Pudding Facial Recognition Detector
application. The KISP students had as much interest in Korean
drama and pop culture as the Korean teenagers in Korea.

⊙ Day 2, Experiencing Korean School-life and Culture
We provided information about entering Korean universities and
the everyday life of Korean high school students. Through this
experience, the KISP students felt on one hand, how free their
lives are compared to the Korean students, and on the other, a
renewal of their passion towards learning and studying. They
also watched movie clips illustrating the campus life of
international students at SNU and were given a second-hand
experience of college life in Korea. Two other classes were held;
1) “Finding Your Future” involved taking the ‘Holland’ aptitude
test and drawing “Life Curves” to help the students visualize
their futures; and 2) we explored Korean geography using a
customized version of the board game ‘Monopoly.’ In addition,
the students made traditional Korean fans as a part of a Korean
cultural experience.

⊙ Day 3, Introducing Studying Methods and Experiencing
Korean Play Culture

Students and teachers started off the day with the ‘Millennium
Health Exercise,’ which combined Korean traditional dance with
martial arts. The rest of the morning consisted of a
workshop session on time-management skills to
give advice and tips to students about studying
effectively. After the workshop, we introduced
students to Korea’s play culture, which was not
only fun, but also was a chance for the KISP
students to deepen their understanding of the
Korean culture. The following class was about

“Getting to Know Me Better,” which was designed to help the
students reflect on their past and to imagine the future.

⊙ A Day with the Kopinos, Short but Unforgettable
Memories

The Kopino Center in Quezon was located in an undeveloped
neighborhood, but the children were bright and cheerful, and
already had a lot of knowledge and interest about the Korean
culture. The kids were very much alike to those in Korea, down
to their tastebuds, and had pure innocence that deeply inspired
me. We may have been different in our age, gender, race or
nationalities, but we were able to become real friends. We held
an activity titled “You and I, Together,” which used art and
music to break personal boundaries and to make memories. Any
difficulties arising from difference in culture and language were
easily overcome, as we shared each other’s thoughts and feelings
through art, music, and sincere conversation. 

⊙ Sharing is Giving Rather than Receiving
The time I spent with students in Manila motivated me to look
deep inside myself. A week is a very short time, but it was an
invaluable experience that taught me the joy of  sharing
experiences with others. I would like to express my gratitude to
all members of “Happy Together,” who have contributed their
time and efforts in preparing and organizing the overall trip, not
to mention their passion and cooperation! Thank you very much
and I love you all!
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Regional Roundtables are weekly gatherings where GSIS
students get together to share their opinions on current
affairs surrounding the region of their interest. There are four
Roundtables in GSIS: US, EU, China, and Japan, that allow
students to learn more about their chosen region and to
participate in discussions. Here is a glimpse of the inner workings
of each Roundtable, where students become teachers and
valuable resources to one another.

⊙ The US Roundtable
The US Roundtable discusses topics focusing on the United
States and is funded by the Korea Institute for International
Economic Policy (KIEP). Each week, one of the members
makes a short presentation on a selected topic, followed by an
active discussion by the group participants on various questions
raised by the presenter. This gives everyone a chance to learn
more about the various aspects of the US public policy, politics,
economy, society, and culture, while simultaneously giving the
students a chance to practice their presentation and debate skills.
Subjects range from immigration and security policies to
elections and the KOR-US FTA.
● Meetings

Every Wednesday from 12:30 PM in Building 140, Room 107

⊙ The Chinese Table
The Chinese Table discusses China’s current issues in politics,
economy, society, culture, etc. The table is guided by Professor
Young Nam Cho of Chinese Area Studies and is carried out in
Chinese only. The aim of this group is to improve the students’
understanding of China, as well as to increase their Chinese
language ability.
● Meetings

Every Thursday at 12:30 ~ 2:00 PM in Building 140-1, Room 202

⊙ The EU Society
The EU Society meetings consist of one presentation by a
student on a selected paper, followed by the participating
students each asking one question. The aim of the EU Society is
to have students acquire better approaches to understanding
difficult papers, flexible attitudes of discussion, and a scholarly
attitude. Ultimately, the EU Society provides the practical
starting steps that will assist students in writing their graduation
theses.
● Meetings

Every Thursday at 12 ~ 1PM in Building 140-1, Room 206

⊙ The Japan Table
The Japan Table is a meeting of 15+ students, and is under the
supervision of Professor Young-Hae Han and Professor Cheol-
Hee Park. The discussions focus on important contemporary
social, political, economic and cultural issues in Japan. To
promote more in-depth discussions, the Japan Table has plans to
invite research professors from the Institute for Japanese Studies.
● Meetings

Every Tuesday at 12:30 ~ 2:00PM in Building 140, Room 103

GSIS Amb. Kyung Yoon Choi (’09 Chinese Area Studies)

“Happy Together” is a teaching volunteer group that aims to help overseas Korean students
familiarize with Korean culture and encourage continuous communication. Since its first
service at Tokyo Korean International School in Summer 2010, the second service took
place in Manila, Philippines from February 7th to 11th, 2011. After two months of
preparation, the team of 15 SNU undergraduate and graduate students met
students at Korean International School Philippines (KISP) and participated in
various activities, such as introducing the campus life of Korean universities,
suggesting effective study methods, and discussing Korean culture and history. Through
these activities, Kopino (Korean and Filipino) students were given the opportunity to get to
know the Korean language and culture.

Where the Students Become Teachers

GSIS Regional Roundtables
Learning from Sharing
Na-Hyun Lee (’10 Chinese Area Studies) shares her experiences with
SNU’s Official Global Volunteer Group “Happy Together”

● Current Students News Brief

⊙ Reshma Kamath Won the Yonsei-SERI EU Center’s 2nd Mock E.U. Summit held at Yonsei Univ.
Was awarded the “Most Valuable Presenter” at the Global Entrepreneurship Training Program
2011, co-sponsored by UNESCO, UniTwin and Handong University in Pohang

⊙ Sung-Eun Lee Passed the 56th Examination for Higher Civil Service for the Government of Korea

⊙ Nari Park Won 1st Prize at the Asan (峨山) Jung Joo Young Hyundai Group Chairman Emeritus 10th Year
Memorial Thesis Competition hosted by the Hyundai Research Institute

● GSIS Student Council Organizes a Fundraiser for Earthquake in Japan
Following the catastrophic disaster in Japan, SNU-GSIS quickly responded to aid the neighboring country. The GSIS Student
Council organized a fundraiser from mid-March to early April, which received great attention and support from GSIS students. The
Council is currently seeking the most appropriate organization to donate the funds. The recent fundraiser was not the first to be
organized by GSIS in response to countries in need of help. In May 2008, the GSIS Student Council also took charge in helping those
that suffered the devastating earthquake in Sichuan, China. Global Perspective will continue to publish future fundraising events at
GSIS and offer opportunities for readers’ contributions.

R o u n d
table

(’10 Int’l Cooperation)

(’09 American Area Studies)

(’10 Int’l Commerce)
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● The Wine & Cheese Party
The orientation for the freshmen was held in Sochon Convention Hall on
March 2nd, the first day of class. At the orientation led by the Associate
Dean, the freshmen were introduced to academic requirements and
overall student life at GSIS. Following the orientation, students gathered
at the lobby of Sochon Hall for the Wine & Cheese Party, a semi-annual
social event for all GSIS students and professors.

“The orientation, particularly the overview of graduation requirements,
was very helpful to figuring out my academic plans - I felt charged and
motivated. The Wine & Cheese Party was also a great experience. I
enjoyed the food and the casual atmosphere, and was particularly

impressed by how friendly and approachable the
professors were at the party. I enjoyed the opportunity
to meet my professors and get to know my
classmates.”

⊙ Minhie Hong (’11 American Area Studies)

● Freshman Schedule
If you are taking one of the five General Courses –
Understanding International Economic Relations,
Understanding International Cooperation, Understanding
East Asia, and Comparative or Research Methodology –
this semester, chances are that you’ve met some of the
new students. These courses are popular choices for
freshmen wishing to fulfill their requirements early.
Here’s a freshman about his schedule for this semester:

“My first semester schedule includes Understanding
International Economic Relations, Comparative
Methodology, Understanding East Asia, and
Workshop in Globalization and Korean Firms. Come
to think of it, that’s three required courses! It was
difficult to follow courses taught in English, but I think
I’ve adjusted pretty quickly. There are a lot of
readings, but I am learning a lot. I enjoy all my classes,
but if I were to pick a favorite, it would
be Understanding East Asia. I did my
undergraduate studies in China, so
it’s interesting to study East Asia
from a different perspective.” 
⊙ Jinho Kim 
(’11 Chinese Area Studies) 
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● After-school Activities
When classes end, students quickly exit
the classrooms in a hurry to their next
activities. We followed a new student to
see how she fills her schedule after
classes.

“I never knew how a week could go by so
quickly. Right now, I am only taking three
courses, but the amount of reading materials is
overwhelming. Except for one day per week
that I take to explore Seoul, my week is spent
on doing assignments and readings. After
class, I am studying and making friends by
attending the Chinese Table
and forming a study group
with my classmates.”
⊙ Yulei Gong 
(’11 Int’l Commerce)

GSIS People

Life at GSIS

Find the Freshmen!

“Hoping for SNU-GSIS to become the hub of
Korean Studies”

Twenty years ago when donations were rarely made
in Korea, Ms. Park was one of the first to make a
generous donation to SNU. When she was a little girl,
she enjoyed gathering her friends to role-play as a
teacher in front of them, as she dreamed of becoming
a real teacher one day. Even during the Korean War,
Ms. Park put in her efforts to continue her studies at a
temporary school, organized for young students
during wartime. Her passion towards education
inspired her to establish a scholarship foundation,
with an intention to promote Korean Studies. In
addition, Ms. Park, as a poet, has deep affection

towards Korean language and culture, which motivated her to provide financial
sponsorship through the Sochon Foundation to those pursuing Korean Studies.
The Sochon Foundation began by providing scholarships to the Chinese Culture
University in 2001. Then from 2006 to 2008, the Foundation consecutively expanded
its reach to various universities around the world, such as Washington State University,
University of Michigan, Johns Hopkins University, University of California Los
Angeles, Hanoi University, University of London, the Australian National University,
and University of Toronto. Ms. Park’s ambition to promote Korean Studies continues
to grow, whereby she aims to establish an academic
network of universities affiliated with the Sochon
Foundation, thus further broadening the opportunities for
Korean Studies students. Through her dedicated efforts,
Ms. Park has been able to raise 1 million USD with the
participation of the Korea Foundation, Washington State
University, and overseas Koreans residing in the U.S. In
2009, Washington State University expressed its
willingness to provide a post-doctoral program targeting
students who have previously received the Sochon
scholarship. To this day, Ms. Park continues to seek ways
to create a hub of Korean Studies in Korea. We look
forward to more of her accomplishments in the near
future, as well as the realization of her vision that runs across the world.

GSIS Amb. Miae Jo (’10 Int’l Cooperation)

‘Sochon’ Runs Across the World
Interview with Sochon Young Hi Park

Since 2006, world-renowned leaders such as Christopher R. Hill, the Former
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Bernard Werber, a
French writer, and Romano Prodi, Prime Minister of Italy, have visited the SNU-
GSIS as part of Distinguished Lecture Series. This has been made possible, thanks
to the sophisticated equipment: the interpretation facility and sound system of the
Sochon Convention Hall in SNU-GSIS. The Sochon Convention Hall was founded by
Sochon Young Hi Park, an alumna of College of Education at Seoul National
University, who is also the founder of the Sochon Foundation at SNU-GSIS. Sochon,
by which she is called in the art and poetry community, stands for ‘pure and fresh
spring water.’ Here is the behind story of Ms. Park’s motivations in her support of
GSIS and the ‘pure and fresh’ vision she has for the world.

A single drop
And another drop
You come as rain

Seeping into the ground 
A thin stream

Hidden behind a rock in a valley
Gather to puddle

Becoming a brook 
Streaming in shape the two meet

Making one body
Flowing as one stream 

Becoming a river, 
the beloved Han River 

(A Translation of  “Han River” 
by Sochon Young Hi Park)

A new group of bright, hopeful students entered GSIS this spring.
Here are some snapshots of their lives at GSIS.

● MT* at An-Myun Island
The annual GSIS MT was held on March 25th. Over fifty GSIS incoming and returning students and several faculty members took an
overnight trip to An-Myun Island to share wonderful memories together. This year’s MT offered various activities including ATV and
paintball. Many praised this year’s MT as being one of the best ones they’ve experienced, with some expressing disbelief on how fast
the two days went by.

“GSIS MT definitely impressed me! I’ve been to many MTs during my undergraduate years, but this was one of the
best. With all the fun activities and nice facilities, you could tell how hard the student council worked to prepare for
this trip. Riding the ATV along the beach during sunset was a truly unforgettable experience. As a freshman, it was a

great opportunity to meet and get to know people. I look forward to life at GSIS!”
⊙ Yeamin Kim (’11 Int’l Commerce)
* MT is a Korean term for school trips organized as a chance for freshman and upperclassmen to get to know each other and is an abbreviation for

Membership Training.
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⊙ A Global Foothold for Contemporary Japanese Lifeworld Research
Since its establishment in 2004, the IJS has steadily endeavored to
build an academic infrastructure for advancement in Japanese Area
Studies, to become a comprehensive Japanese research institute.
Selected as HK (Humanities Korea) Project’s research institute for its
agenda for 「Lifeworld of Contemporary Japan」in 2008, the Institute
is firmly developing into a global foothold for Japanese Studies. The
IJS conducts original research reflective of their unique perspective,
and promotes various academic exchanges to contribute to the
academic discourse. Furthermore, the Institute works towards
establishing a regional study that goes beyond ‘national interests,’ to
uphold public values and the dignity of human kind. 

⊙ Pursuing Japanese Studies Discourse through Communication and Accumulation
The IJS has a full-time research group consisted of 11 HK professors, 27 joint and visiting
researchers, as well as 18 M.A. and Ph.D. assistant researchers and staff. The IJS also has a
strong relationship with approximately 20 international research centers including the
University of Tokyo’s Institute of Social Science, Hosei University’s Ohara Institute for Social
Research, and the Australian National University. Active research presentations and
discussions organized by the IJS promote lively exchange on Japanese studies, which are also
shared through its online website and publications. The IJS organizes monthly Japan Specialist
Seminars and Research Seminars, as well as symposia, workshops, and international academic
conferences that provide a place for in-depth lectures and discussions on Japanese academic
and social issues. IJS publications - the semi-annual ‘Korean Journal of Japanese Studies’ and
‘SNU Research Library for Japanese Studies’ - aim to contribute to the development and
exchange of academic discourse in Japanese studies. Most recently, the IJS has created five HK
Special Research teams to research on five different subjects to be published as ‘Research
Library for Japanese Lifeworld’ this year.

⊙ IJS Launches hResearch Group on Earthquake Disasters and Societal Changei
Soon after the earthquake in Japan on March 11th, an emergency meeting was held at the IJS to
confirm the safety of partner institutes and fellows in Japan and to offer words of consolation.
A special newsletter edition was published and distributed on- and off- campus, containing
field reports from researchers stationed in Japan and the IJS’s response to the catastrophe. On
March 30th, the IJS launched the <Research Group on Earthquake Disasters and Societal
Change> to begin research specializing on long-term societal change due to the East Japan
earthquake. The Research Group meets every other week and is planning an on-site survey in
Tokyo and Kobe from May 19~25th. Based on the on-site survey, the Research Group will be
establishing a comprehensive research program to study the effects of the Hanshin Earthquake
in 1995 and the recent East Japan Earthquake. 

Contact: 02-880-8503 http://ijs.snu.ac.kr
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⊙GSIS Students
With 59 new students, 55 in M.A. program and 4 in Ph.D. program, entering GSIS, the
total of students attending GSIS in Spring 2010 is as follows: 238 students in total (219
Master’s Candidates of International Studies, 19 Master’s Candidates of International
Development Policy), among which 40% are foreign students. There are 19 students
currently enrolled in the Ph.D. program.
Numerous scholarship programs for international students, including the Kim Jae-Ik
Fellowship, KOGAS Global Fellowship, and the Min Keh-Sik Scholarship, have been
newly founded for foreign students. The Kim Jae-Ik Fellowship, in particular, is
designed to support promising government officials and employees in the public
sector from developing countries. It aims to train them to become the development
and growth experts of their countries, while affirming and strengthening Korea’s
diplomatic and economic ties with the developing nations.

⊙Graduate School of International Studies
Mar. 16 Special Lecture: Kishore Gawande 

Professor of Bush School of Government, Texas A&M University
‘Big Crisis, Little Protectionism’

Mar. 23 Distinguished Lecture: Erik Thorbecke
H.E. Babcock Professor of Economics Emeritus at Cornell University
‘Linking Globalization to Poverty in Asia, Latin America and Africa’

Apr. 4 Public Lecture: Kazuo Ogoura
President of Japan Foundation
‘Nonverbal Communication in Diplomacy: Gesture, Gift, Food and Music’

Apr. 25 Special Lecture: Peter T.Y. Cheung
Associate Professor and Director of University of Hong Kong 
‘The Changing Relations between Mainland China and Hong Kong’

Apr. 25 Distinguished Lecture: Donna Cansfield
Former Minister of Natural Resources of Canada
‘Allies in Battling Global Climate Change’

Apr. 28 Distinguished Lecture: Hyun Jong Kim
President of Samsung Electronics
‘Korea-US FTA: the Untold Story’

May. 2 Public Lecture: Tommy Koh
Ambassador of Singapore to the UN and the United States
‘Asia’s Challenges in the 21st Century’

⊙EU Center
Feb.24 International Conference 

‘Euro Crisis and the Future of European Integration: Implications for Asia’
Apr.12-13 International Conference 

‘EU-KOREA Nexus on International Economy and Governance’

⊙ Institute for Japanese Studies (IJS)
Mar. 16 The 20th Research Seminar: Dong Ju Seo, HK Research Professor of IJS

‘Taisho Sensibility and the Cultural Symbol of “Democracy”’
Mar. 23 The 132nd Japan Specialist Seminar: Makoto Kurozumi, University of Tokyo

‘Observing Present and the Future through the History of Japan’s
Religious Thought: Towards Globalization’

Mar. 26 HK Research Conference: ‘Modern Japanese Life World’s Time and
Space: Acculturation of Knowledge and Tradition, Intersection of
Area and Region’

Apr. 23 International Workshop: 
‘East Asian International Relations and Japan: History and Culture’

Apr. 29 International Academic Conference: ‘Japanese Enterprise’s Entering
Asia Labor Problems: the Historical Beginning’

Apr. 29 Research Support Project for Japanese Studies 
Professor Cheol-Hee Park’s Research Team

May. 4 Special Lecture: Jin-Hyun Paik, Dean of GSIS
‘International Conflicts and Trials: Implications toward Korea’

May. 7 Japan Review Workshop Presentation
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The current catastrophe of the Japanese earthquake has made us re-examine our perspectives on Japan. Particularly, it has given us
a chance to rethink the Korea-Japan relationship beyond past history and issues. This special issue introduces SNU’s Institute for
Japanese Studies (IJS) and its timely response to further solidify the Korea-Japan relationship. 

⊙GSIS Signs Program Agreement with
Bush School of Government Policy and
Public Service, Texas A&M University

SNU-GSIS established partnership with
world-renown Texas A&M University’s Bush
School of Government Policy and Public Service
last March. The Program Agreement launches a
close academic relationship between the two
schools, as well as a brand-new student
exchange program.
SNU-GSIS has an individual exchange program
exclusively for GSIS students, separate from the
programs offered by Seoul National University’s
Office of International Affairs, which is in charge
of the exchange programs for the entire
university. Currently, GSIS offers exchange
programs with more than 30 universities
worldwide, all of which are top schools in their
respective countries.  

⊙Plan Your Future: Introducing the GSIS
Career Development Center

What do I do with a Masters degree from GSIS?
This is probably a question that all GSIS students
have asked themselves at least once. It may
bring some comfort to those who have yet to find
an answer to this question, that there is a support
system at SNU-GSIS in the form of a Career
Development Center. The Career Development
Center at GSIS aims to move beyond the
conventional role of sharing information on job
opportunities and to actively help students with
their career planning. Under the supervision of
visiting professor Jeon-Kap Lee (Former Vice
Chairman of Hyundai-Kia Motors), the Center has
been providing various practical programs that
assist GSIS students in planning a successful
career since 2009. Last year, the Center invited
Ms. Ji-Hyang Lee of UNESCO APCEIU to hold a
lecture on “Preparing a Career in International
Organizations,” and also held information
sessions with human resources managers from
Samsung Electronics, Hyundai-Kia Motors, and
POSCO, all of which were met with great
enthusiasm from GSIS students. This spring, the
Center plans to organize a Career Research
Project for students in their first and second
semesters at GSIS. The Project will assist
students in researching on the perspectives and
requirements of the industry in which they wish
to pursue a career, with one-on-one interviews
with current workers in each field.

Nari Park (’08 Int’l Commerce)

A New Perspective on Japan

The Institute for Japanese Studies

Good Luck, Japan!
The Institute for Japanese Studies delivered its words
of consolation to its partner Japanese Studies organi-
zations and to Japanese professors and students at
Seoul National University. Many of the recipients sent
back replies confirming their safety and expressing
appreciation.

Young-Hae Han
Director of the Institute 
for Japanese Studies


