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Introduction to the Forum  

Date: August 25, 2019  

Activity: Introductory Session  

Agenda:  

• Introduction to Global Youth, India-South Korea Youth Forum  

• Briefing about positions open within the forum  

• Planning for the next event  

Venue: Global Youth Office, New Delhi  

Members present: Sravya Vemuri, Saakshi Agrawal, Shreyanshi Bajpai, Medha Dhall,  

Pratiksha Jain, Kashima Chaudhary, Subiya Asad, Mingma Doma Sherpa, Taru Ahluwali,  

Vartika Kohli, Yashiba Sanil  

  

Minutes of the meeting:  

1. Teams: There will be four team within the forum- Graphic designing, content writing,  

social media publicity, event management. A message will be circulated within two days  

asking members to choose their teams. The teams would be flexible, members of one team  

can contribute to the working of others.  

2. Social media: In order to diversify the posts, we are going to have the following on each  

day of the week. We will decide the respective days and content in the next meeting.  

-News-related content (Members are expected to write on any of the recent issues in news.  

However, direct links of news cannot be posted.)  

-Explanatory videos (Members are expected to explain one issue of importance in 1-2-  

minute video)  

-Infographic content  

-Fact of the week  

-Word of the week (One Korean word will be posted along with its meaning, pronunciation  

and usage.)  

-Briefing on our activities (On one day of the week, we will brief about the activities our  

forum has undertaken.) 

3. Positions open within the forum: One SDG Delegate, Social Media Head, Events Head.  
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This is to be decided by the next week.  

 

4. Database creation: A spreadsheet of previous year’s database will be shared. New  

members are expected to add more people to the list. These contacts can be of professors,  

former ambassadors, trainers, chefs, etc. who can be panellists for discussions.  

5. Korean contacts: The Union has received response from Yonsei University and Chonnam  

National University. Members who have South Korean acquaintances are requested to talk  

to them bring them aboard, with their consent.  

6. Next Event: Members have unanimously decided to have an offline discussion next  

Sunday (1st September, 2019) at Global Youth Office (if permission is given for the same).  

The topic for the discussion will be discussed on the group. 

 Note: Prior to the discussion, a concept note will be circulated in the group, so that a basis for 

the discussion is formed.  

After the discussion, report by one of the members, with conclusive note, will be sent across  

Global Youth groups.  

7. Performance Tracker: The Union will circulate two spreadsheets (one for attendance, the  

other for contributions) that will be updated from time-to-time. The eligibility for Letters of  

Recommendation will be decided based on the presence in events and contributions to the  

same, which will be reflected in the tracker.   
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SEPTEMBER, 2019 

Report of Activity- 1 

Date: September 01, 2019 

Activity: Offline Discussion 

Agenda: Japan-South Korea trade row with emphasis on colonial history and its impact on 

international trade and global politics 

Venue: Central Park, New Delhi 

Members present: Sravya Vemuri, Saakshi Agrawal, Shreyanshi Bajpai, Medha Dhall, , 

Kashima Chaudhary, Mingma Doma Sherpa, Vartika Kohli, Yashiba Sanil, Shravya Singh, 

Mallika Gupta 

 

Report: 

On Saturday, 1st September 2019, members of the India-South Korea Youth Forum met for a 

comprehensive discussion on the Japan-South Korea trade row with emphasis on colonial 

history and its impact on international trade and global politics. The trade conflict escalated 

for the worse this July when Japan placed controls on three key chemicals - fluorinated 

polyamides, photoresist and hydrogen fluoride. These chemicals are extremely vital in 

creating semiconductors which are essential in making computer chips, automobiles and 

other electronic supplies. The new rule mandates Japanese companies to apply for a license 

to export these chemicals to South Korean companies - a process that might take up to 90 

days. This step was taken because of the allegations made by the Japanese government, 

blaming South Korea for leaking sensitive military information to North Korea. South Korea 

has denied these claims. The members brought out various issues like those of comfort 

 women, changing foreign policy of the US, colonialism and post-colonial states among  

others. The discussion ended without a consensus, as there were different opinions on  

seeking justice, aligning with the major powers and adhering to the international treaties. It  

was a fruitful discussion and members found it insightful.  

 

Report by Shravya Singh and Yashiba Sanil  

Pictures by Mingma Doma  
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Report of Activity-2 

Date: 9th to 11th September, 2019 

Activity: Online Quiz 

Theme: South Korean Culture  

 

Report: 

India-South Korea Youth Forum conducted an online quiz competition on the theme- South 

Korean Culture. The plastic surgery capital of the world, famous for its Haesindang Park and the 

Gangnam style, 14 days long well known mud festival , ranked as the11th largest economy in 

the world with 12 UNESCO World Heritage sites: South Korea has much more to offer. The quiz 

included 20 questions from wide-ranging topics like Korean language, cuisine, K-pop and 

Korean music, Korean skin care industry, among others. The quiz saw 210 entries from 

participants across Delhi University.  

The quiz included interesting questions about music industry and bands of South Korea, facts 

about beauty industry of the country and their cuisine. The total time to finish the quiz was 5 

minutes. The quiz was informative and participants found new facts about various cultural 

aspects of South Korea. The top three scorers in the quiz will be given e-certificates.  

 

Links to the quiz- 

https://www.flexiquiz.com/SC/N/f73c83ce-fdd1-45d8-99ea-3c63d768b9cf 

https://www.flexiquiz.com/SC/N/d59bd8a2-83dd-4328-b681-1ff5cb679fd4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.flexiquiz.com/SC/N/f73c83ce-fdd1-45d8-99ea-3c63d768b9cf
https://www.flexiquiz.com/SC/N/d59bd8a2-83dd-4328-b681-1ff5cb679fd4
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Report of Activity-3 

Date: September 17, 2019 

Activity: Forum Meeting 

Agenda: To discuss the next event of the forum and social media plan of action 

Venue: Conference Call (Skype) 

Members present: Sravya Vemuri, Saakshi Agrawal, Medha Dhall, Kashima Chaudhary, 

Mingma Doma Sherpa, Vartika Kohli, Shravya Singh, Mallika Gupta, Ashly Ann Varghese, 

Himal Bhat, Taru Ahluwalia 

Minutes of the Meeting: 

All the members put forth their ideas for the next event. With a consensus, it was decided that 

an online discussion over WhatsApp will be held on 21st of September, 2019. The suggestions 

for topics included-Korean War, public opinion on LGBTQI issues in India and South Korea, 

cultural similarities between India and South Korea, comparing Chuseok and Indian festivals, 

Economic growth trajectory of South Korea and lesson for India, Religious coexistence in India 

and South Korea, among others. The Union wanted to reserve non- factual stimulating issues 

for a documentary screening and the rest of the agendas will be put to vote on the group. The 

Union has taken note of all ideas and will bring them forth whenever necessary. Further, 

members also discussed the social media plan for the next few weeks. Some ideas for the Mid-

Semester break were also put forth. The Social Media Head, from now on, will ask on the group 

for volunteers to write certain content for our handles. All members are expected to contribute 

enthusiastically to the same. 

Members were also told to participate actively in events organised by Global Youth. Concerns 

about timing of the events (events stretching till 9 PM) will be conveyed to the National Team. 

Members are to inform the Union about the events they attend, so that the same can be 

recorded in the performance tracker. The next meeting is likely to be held before the Mid-

Semester break. We are also likely to have an offline event on the last weekend on this month. 

 

 

Minutes by Sravya Vemuri 
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Report of Activity-4 

Date: 21st September, 2019 

Activity: WhatsApp discussion  

Agenda: Discussing South Korea’s Economic Trajectory 

Report: 

India-South Korea Youth Forum organised a WhatsApp discussion on the topic- Discussing 

Economic Growth Trajectory of South Korea. For the sake of this discussion, a WhatsApp group 

was created, with 72 participants including members of the forum. The members were allowed 

to comment on few questions and were let free to criticise each other’s views. The discussion 

saw various points of views. While some participants praised the path taken by South Korea, 

others criticised it for prioritising growth over human rights and basic freedoms. Some also 

referred to South Korea as a “authoritarian country”. They also pointed out economic and 

social problems in South Korea like elderly poverty, school drop outs and high suicide rates. 

A lot of participants were of the opinion that South Korea’s growth path cannot be imitated by 

the developing countries like India because of diverse economic characteristics. They also 

pointed differences in the two economies like population, dependence on agriculture and 

diversification of the economy. Further, they also spoke about the influence of Confucianism 

on their economic growth. The religion has a culture of order and community-based life, which 

might have contributed to the sustained growth rates. Participants also saw the importance of 

K-pop and how soft culture can influence global economy. Lastly, particpants liked how the 

country changes all risks into opportunities and wanted India to follow the same.  
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Report of Activity-5 

Date: 20th September, 2019 

Activity: Infographics  

Theme: Comparing Economic Growth and Development in India and South Korea  

Report: 

Prior to the WhatsApp discussion, members of India-South Korea Youth Forum made 

infographs on the theme- “Comparing Economic Growth of India and South Korea”. Members 

compared various indicators of the two countries like economic growth over the years, literacy 

rate, secondary school enrolment rate, Gross Domestic Product, Per-Capita income among 

others.  

The infographs compare Indian and South Korean economies through the above-mentioned 

indicators of growth and development. The graphs depict the stark differences in India and 

South Korea in term of income and standard of living. In a way, they establish a positive 

relationship between economic growth and development. The graphs were made before the 

discussion, so that the participants can get a clearer view of the two countries’ economies.  
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Infographs by Shravya Singh and Vartika Kohli  
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OCTOBER, 2019 

REPORT OF ACTIVITY-1  

Date: 2nd October, 2019 

Activity: Online Photography Competition  

Theme:  Hallyu in India   

Report:  

India South Korea Youth Forum organised an online Photography competition. it was on the 

theme Hallyu in India. 

The message for the same was circulated on 6th October, with an initial deadline for 

submissions as 13th which was later postponed due to repeated requests. Hallyu or The 

Korean Wave refers to the global popularity of South Koreas cultural economy exporting pop 

culture, entertainment, music, TV dramas and movies. 

 This online competition had a widespread reach, entries were received from students of 

different forums, chapters and colleges. The participants covered and captured various 

elements pertaining to the Korean culture, food, people and the intermingling of traditions 

between the two countries. 

Report by Saakshi Agrawal 

Below(L-R): Entries by Shravya Singh and Mingma Doma Sherpa  
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REPORT OF ACTIVITY-2 

Date: 20th October  

Activity: Offline Discussion (SDG Activity) 

Theme: A Plastic Free Future in relation to India and South Korea 

Venue: Lodhi Gardens, New Delhi 

Members present: Sravya V., Shreyanshi Bajpai, Shravya Singh, Ashly Ann Varghese, Malika 

Gupta, Taru Ahluwalia, Vartika Kohli, Mingma Doma Sherpa 

Report:  

On 20th October 2019, the India-South Korea Forum conducted its first meeting in 
collaboration with the SDG Council at Lodhi Garden. The topic for our discussion was "A Plastic 
Free Future in relation to India and South Korea." The members had varying opinions and 
beliefs as to why plastic goes unregulated, non-recycled and heavily misused. 
 
Targeting the SDG Goals 14 and 15 under UN Guidelines, which talk of conserving life under 
water and above land, we built awareness on how waste is being produced from the grassroot 
to industrial levels in heavy quantities and how we can come up with solutions to curb this.  
 
With over 25,000 tonnes of plastic being introduced every day into the Indian ecosystem; our 
plastic consumption comes in the form of polythenes used during grocery shopping, shipping 
of products bought online, ordering and packaging of food, clothes, electronics etc. Not only do 
these polymers seep into the land, they also make their way to the oceans and in turn marine 
environments which prove to be a threat to life under water. This is in clear violation of the 
aforementioned SDGs. 
 
In a consumer run society being manipulated by the principles of capitalism, plastic is an 
inseparable part of our lifestyle. What needs to be uprooted is plastic pollution that has 
become the gravest problem on our deteriorating Earth. The per capita consumption of plastic 
being upto 10kgs a person in India is a self explanatory statistic which tells us that we need to 
come up with solutions to curb plastic. 
Talking about the awareness that South Korea has regarding plastic waste and pollution as 
showcased in the "Plastic Free Seoripul Festival" held in Seoul; we thought of incorporating this 
into our society too.  
Spreading awareness, fining and strict legal measures on littering of plastic waste, terminating 
single use plastic items, segregation of waste for correct recycling, were some of the 
preventive measures we came up with through our discussion. 
Taking the example of Hyderabad and its finer policy for waste management, we came up with 
alternatives to plastic such as cloth bags, jute bags and bamboo products which are 
environment-friendly. Technology and plastic pollution though existing to produce waste can 
be used to terminate the latter by treating plastic in industries for better degradation into soil. 
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Report by Shravya Singh and Taru Ahluwalia 
Pictures by Mingma Doma Sherpa  
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REPORT OF ACTIVITY-3 

Date: 31st October, 2019 

Activity: Infographics  

Theme: World Cities Day, 2019 

Report:  

The India-South Korea Youth Forum celebrated World Cities day on 31st of October. The Day is 

meant to greatly promote the international community’s interest in global urbanization, push 

forward cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and addressing challenges of 

urbanization, and contributing to sustainable urban development around the world. 

The theme for World Cities Day for the year 2019 was Changing the world: innovations and 

better life for future generations. This fostered discussions on how urbanization can be used to 

achieve sustainable development. The aim for this year was to promote the international 

community’s interest in implementing the New Urban Agenda globally and in enhancing 

cooperation among countries in meeting opportunities and addressing challenges of 

urbanization in cities. Keeping this theme in mind, the members focused on seven South 

Korean Cities, namely, Seoul, Busan, Suwon, Jinhae-gu, Ulsan, Daegu, and Gyeongju, as well as 

six Indian cities, namely, Chandigarh, Vishakhapatnam, Bhopal, Gangtok, Patna, and 

Ahmedabad and the policies the cities have adopted to ensure a sustainable future.  

The members found that both Indian and South Korean countries had taken several steps 

towards encouraging use of renewable resources, efficient waste management, afforestation 

and curbing air pollution. However, it was evident that there’s still a long way to go for 

proactive sustainable planning and expansion when it comes to urbanization in cities. 

The research was published on the social media handles of the forum to increase awareness of 

how digital innovations can be used for urban service delivery to enhance the quality of life and 

improve the urban environment.  

 

Report by Shreyanshi Bajpai 

Inforgraphics on the next page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://new.unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2019/05/nua-english.pdf
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NOVEMBER, 2019 

REPPORT OF ACTIVITY-1 

Date: 16th November, 2019 

Activity: Food Walk 

Venue: Korean Cultural Centre, New Delhi 

Members present: Sravya V., Saakshi Agrawal, Shreyanshi Bajpai, Medha Dhall, Himal Bhat, 

Yashiba Sanil, Shravya Singh 

Report: 

On 16th November 2019, the members of the India South Korea Forum went to Korean Cultural 

Centre (KCC) to taste the flavours of the Korean cuisine.  

The experience was wonderful and gave the members a realistic insight into not only the food 

and flavours but also into the culture and tradition. The restaurant was as authentic and 

Korean as one can possibly imagine. The ambience of the place was in sync with the aroma.  

The members of the Forum flipped through the menu both clueless and excited. They ordered 

Kimbap, Ramyeon, among others. They enjoyed and savoured the flavours and preparations of 

a cuisine completely new to them. Members tasted six types of Korean dishes. While eating the 

food, they also discussed how it is different from Indian cuisine, in terms of taste, ingredients 

and cooking procedure. The food walk left the members of the Forum with an amazing flavour 

in their mouth, a few photographs, beautiful memories and an increased want to learn more 

about Korea and its culture. "It felt like we were sitting in Korea and not Korean restaurant".  

 

Pictures by Saakshi Agrawal 
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JANUARY, 2020 

REPORT OF ACTIVITY-1 

Date: 7th  January, 2020 

Activity: WhatsApp Discussion 

Theme: Mental Health in India and South Korea 

Report: 

India-South Korea Youth Forum organised an open discussion on the topic “Mental Health in 

India and South Korea” through WhatsApp. The discussion saw participation from students 

across India. Many observed that both Indian and South Korean cultures pressurize the 

youth to heavily exert themselves under the guise of ‘hard work’. Participants also observed 

that the fact that both the societies are closed and orthodox discourages people to talk 

about their mental health in general, in fear of stigmatization. While South Korea has the 

second highest suicide rate among the OECD countries, governments are unable to 

effectively tackle this menace despite allocating huge amount of funds for the same. 

Academic pressure, employment gains and societal pressure to conform are some of the 

reasons for deterioration in mental health, according to the participants. One of them cited 

a South Korean show called Sky Castle, which touches upon the kind of stress students 

undergo in a tense learning environment. A parallel of this can be found in Indian board 

exams with the mentality of ‘make or break’. Apart from the young, mental illnesses among 

the elderly have a direct co-relation with their socio-economic statuses. The participants 

ended the discussion with their suggestions such as interventions from government through 

suicide helplines and counselling, awareness campaigns about mental health to eradicate 

stigma surrounding the same, and empathy towards others at the individual level. 

Images: Screenshots from the discussion 

 

Report by the Union 
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REPORT OF ACTIVITY-2 

Date: 19th-25th January, 2020 

Activity: Infographs 

Theme: Seollal Week 

Report: 

As a part of the celebrations of the Seollal Week, India-South Korea Youth Forum made a 

series of posts about the festival- Seollal. In this activity, members of the forum tried to 

explore and write on various aspects of this festival- importance, history, origin, food, 

clothing and traditional games. Lunar New Year’s Day, or Seollal, is one of the most 

celebrated national holidays in South Korea. It usually lasts for three days. Traditionally, 

extended families often gather at the eldest brother’s ancestral home and food, games, 

conversations and rites take place. It is also one of the few times when you can expect to 

see some people wearing Hanbok, the traditional clothing of Korea. According to the Korean 

beliefs, the spirits of the ancestors return to enjoy the holiday food set out for them. As a 

sign of respect, an ancestral tablet is placed on the ritual table along with all the dishes and 

drinks. Yun-nori is a popular game that involves the use of 4 wooden sticks, tokens, and a 

simple game board. This strategy game has been a part of Seollal for hundreds of years. On 

this day, Koreans also eat traditional food like Tteokguk, tteok, Jeon and Japchae. Eating 

these foods has a symbolic importance for the Koreans: it means that they are growing a 

year old. A series of posts about Seollal were shared on the forum’s social media platforms. 

 

 
Images of the posts 
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Report by the Union 
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REPORT OF ACTIVITY-3 

Date: 28th January, 2020 

Activity: Offline Discussion 

Theme: Living in the Corset: Beauty Standards in India and South Korea 

Venue: Connaught Place 

Members present: Sravya V., Saakshi Agrawal, Shreyanshi Bajpai, Taru Ahluwalia, Himal 

Bhat, Mingma Doma Sherpa, Yashiba Sanil, Medha Dhall, Malika Gupta 

Report: 

Talking about the framework of 'ideal beauty' in the Korean periphery, mainly consists of 

unimaginable and unattainable standards like; Glass skin, Double eyelids, V-Jawline, Apple Lips, S- 

Body shape etc. The fascination with a perfect face and body according to the standards of the 

Korean society is a contributing factor to toxic lifestyle and mental health. This concept of beauty is 

fuelled further by K-Pop idols and Hallyu Wave actresses who follow strict diets to a regime of 

starvation. These trends reach a popular base where often unhealthy diets are encouraged. 

On the topic of 'Male Beauty Standards' & 'Male Beauty Products,' the members held a unanimous 

view on how Korea has emerged successful in breaking the barriers of toxic masculinity. Beauty 

Products for men are found extensively throughout Korea, where personal hygiene and skincare is 

promoted irrespective of gender. Acceptance of makeup as an ideal is appreciated, and both Men 

and Women are encouraged/made to look attractive. 

One of the major themes we discussed was, about the wide base for 'Plastic Surgery' in South Korea. 

Economically, South Korea has the best plastic surgeons and most plastic surgeries done. Taking 

incidents from dramas and movies, we talked about how plastic surgery is a household topic. 

Sometimes, surgeries are even suggested to family members in good will, to help them look prettier 

or more handsome. 'Gangnam Beauty' as a term was also discussed by taking on some pop cultural 

references. Even though plastic surgery is common in Korea, it is often looked down upon, as the 

concept of 'natural beauty' is also associated with the idea of an 'ideal beauty,' which is as restricting 

to the public, often youth. 

Report by Taru Ahluwalia 

 
Picture from the discussion 
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February, 2020 

Report of Activity-1 

Date: 12th February, 2020 

Activity: Quiz on WhatsApp 

Theme: International Affairs 

Report: 

India-South Korea Youth Forum organised a quiz on the theme “International Affairs”. Over 

40 students participated in this quiz that was held through WhatsApp. The quiz consisted of 

fifteen questions and the time to answer each question was 7 seconds right after the 

question was sent on the group. Whoever sends the correct answer first received a point 

and there was no negative marking. The person with the highest score towards the end will 

be declared the winner. The questions asked were about major internal events in the 

contemporary times. They included naming terrorist groups, external affairs ministers of 

India, United Nations Organisations, movements for independence, recipients of Nobel 

Prize, famous agreements and Panda Diplomacy. Participants enthusiastically sent in the 

answers, and a member of the forum marked them right. The winners of the quiz are: 

1st position- Rohan Chandani 

2nd position- Samiksha Roy 

3rd position- Namratha Bachu, Stuti 

Images from the quiz 
 

 

 

 
Report by the Union 



26 
 

 

REPORT OF ACTIVITY- 2 

Date: 16th February, 2020 

Activity: Food Walk 

Venue: Donge the Town and Kori’s, New Delhi 

Members present: Sravya V., Saakshi Agrawal, Shreyanshi Bajpai, Yashiba Sanil, Taru 

Ahluwalia, Malika Gupta, Shravya Singh, Himal Bhat, 

Report: 

Members of India-South Korea Youth Forum took part in a food walk on 16th February, 2020. 

The concept of a food walk is to acquaint the members with the Korean food, as we eat a 

variety of dishes in the Korean cuisine from various places. Members chose Donge the Town 

and Kori’s restaurant in Humayunpur, Safdurjung Enclave. 

The menu included a variety of dishes such as rice, Korean noodles, beverages, snack, 

salads, finger foods and Sushi rolls. The experience was wonderful and gave the members a 

realistic insight into not only the food and flavours but also into the culture and tradition. 

The restaurant was as authentic and Korean as one can possibly imagine. The ambience of 

the place was in sync with the aroma. The members of the Forum flipped through the menu 

both clueless and excited. They ordered Kimbap, Ramyeon, among others. They enjoyed and 

savoured the flavours and preparations of a cuisine completely new to them. Members 

tasted seven types of Korean dishes. While eating the food, they also discussed how it is 

different from Indian cuisine, in terms of taste, ingredients and cooking procedure. They 

also had Korean tea milkshakes and pastries, which were very delicious. The food walk left 

the members of the forum with an amazing flavour in their mouth, a few photographs, 

beautiful memories and an increased want to learn more about Korea and its culture. 

Snaps from the foodwalk by Mingma and Sravya 
 



27 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 



28 
 

 

MARCH, 2020 

REPORT OF ACTIVITY-1 

Date: 1st March, 2020 

Activity: Chat With a Diplomat (CWAD) 

Theme: Role of India and South Korea in Asian Economic Integration 

Venue: Korean Cultural Centre India, New Delhi 

Report: 

India-South Korea Youth Forum in collaboration with the Korean Cultural Centre India, 
organised a ‘Chat with a Diplomat’ on the topic ‘Role of India and South Korea in Asian 
Economic Integration’. 
Mr. Yoo Chang-Ho, is a career diplomat, currently serving diplomat, currently serving as the 
Minister-Counselor for Political Affairs at the Embassy of Republic of Korea, New Delhi. He 
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Law from Yonsei University, South Korea; LLM from London 
School of Economics and Political Science; and a Master Juris from the University of Oxford. 
Mr. Yoo held various positions at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs which include- First 
Secretary, Korean Embassy to the US; Deputy Director Middle East Division I and II; and 
Director of Inter-Korean Policy. 

 

Amb. Vishnu Prakash is a lawyer (gold medalist) by training and a diplomat by profession, 

retired as India’s High Commissioner to Canada in November 2016, after over 35 years in 
the saddle, as an Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer. Hitherto, he was Ambassador to South 
Korea, Official Spokesperson of the MEA and Consul General to Shanghai. Presently he is a 
foreign affairs analyst, author/columnist and commentator. 
Amb. Vishnu discussed the great economic trajectory of South Korea and East Asian crisis. 
He suggested we learn from the Korean civic culture citing the example of the crisis when 
people were ready to give their personal belongings and wealth for the country's well-being. 

 

Mr. Yoo addressed various topics such as economic relations between the countries. He 
spoke about the need for improved bilateral relationships between India and South Korea 
that will help reduce the trade deficit and balance the exports and imports. 
Mr. Yoo also traced the common history of India and South Korea to Princess Suriratna, an 

Indian princess from Ayodhya who married a Korean king Suro of Geumgwan Gaya. 
He also spoke about the Political relations between the countries and the current trends. 
Mr. Yoo, emphasized the need for a sustainable relationship between India and South 
Korea.During the questions and answers round, the diplomats gave their views candidly. The 
questions ranged from the possibility of Korean reunification to the education sector. The 
event ended with the participants receiving parting gifts from the Embassy. 

 

Report by Medha Dhall 
Images by Saakshi Agrawal and Mingma Doma Sherpa 
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REPORT OF ACTIVITY-2 

Date: 4th-15th March, 2020 

Activity: Caption Writing Competition 

Report: 

India-South Korea Youth Forum organised a caption writing competition in the month of 

March. The participants were supposed to write a caption in not more than 50 words for an 

art piece by Ms. Sharanya Dwivedi. More than 20 entries were received in the contest. 

Some of the entries are: 

“Attempt to dislodge the tentacles of the incessant buzz and the colossal seas of 
information being skimmed through countless screens; dissect the innumerable discourses 
pulsing through social media, learn to decipher facts from fiction. Carve your own space to 
express yourself. Consume the information, don't let it consume you.”- Ria Chakraborty 

 
“Sought to break free from the bluest of whales only to realise that the whole ocean was 
polluted”- Himanshi Bahl 

 

 

The entry by Ria Chakraborty was chosen as the best piece. The winner was given an e- 
certificate from the forum. 

 

 

 
Report by the Union 

Art work by Sharanya Dwivedi 

“It seems that technological development has put human peace and sleep to death. With 
time, man has made himself a slave of the internet instead of living a practical life. Even 
though this has made the daily activities of human life easier, but their trunk has been lost. 
It is necessary for human beings to take a few moments of peace, to take a sigh of relief 
towards identifying themselves away from the mire of social media.”- Rupam Mishra 
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APRIL, 2020 

REPORT OF ACTIVITY-1 

Date: 11th April, 2020 

Time: 18:00-19:30 

Activity: Virtual CWAD with Mr. Yoo Chang-ho 

Theme: South Korea’s Response to COVID-19: Lessons for India 

Report: 

India-South Korea Youth Forum organised a virtual Chat With A Diplomat session on 

Zoom with Mr. Yoo Chang-Ho, Minister-Counsellor, Political Affairs, Embassy of the 

Republic of Korea. Mr. Yoo briefed the participants about the measures taken by the 

South Korean government to tackle the spread of the virus. According to him, there are 

two main principles for successful containment of the virus. One, the government should 

be transparent and eliminate trust deficit among the people. Two, any measure during 

the crisis should be informed by science and accurate research. Mr. Yoo said that the key 

to effective containment is testing, tracing and treating. While saying that the world 

cannot be complacent, ne stated that cooperation is the way out. He also expressed his 

views about China, where he seemed to be inclined against Chinese attitude in 

international sphere in general. Issues like mental health, domestic violence, 

globalisation, economic depression, response from other countries and the way ahead 

were discussed and raised during the question and answer round. 

Report by the Union 
 

Image from the Discussion 

-------END OF THE REPORT------ 


