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We will discuss on the following 10 topics in relation to globalization. Our ultimate normative concern is how to make globalization work better and benefit more for all people, not only for a lucky few.  For that purpose we have to understand in the first place what globalization is all about. We have to deepen our understanding about what the political, economic and socio-cultural dimensions, implications, and consequences of globalization are.  

This course will be conducted as a graduate level seminar and planned to be a forum of exchange ideas and different views. I do expect considerable degree of active participation of students in the class discussion. There is no formal prerequisite, but some knowledge of international economics and development economics will be helpful.

The evaluation will be based on class presentation and participation (50%) and final examination (50%). 

Topics to be covered are as follows;

1: Globalization and State:  (1 week)
1-1: What are three schools of thought explaining and theorizing globalization?

1-2: Is globalization inevitable? Is it a historical necessity? Or is it a reversible one? 

1-3: Will we see a demise of state or a renewal of state in the coming globalization wave?  What would be the new role of state in the age of globalization?
2: Globalization and International Relations ( 2 weeks)
2-1: How the two dominant schools of thought in international relations theory, liberalism and realism, see and evaluate differently the on-going globalization phenomenon? 
2-2: What are the possible future scenarios of international relations in the post 9/11 world and what would be the U.S.A.’s desirable role in it for promoting world peace and prosperity? 
2-3: In the 21 century, will China turn out to be a rival or a foe, seeking aggressively for regional hegemony? Or will China be a status quo power seeking for peace and cooperation with the U.S.A.?

3: Globalization and Trade (2 weeks)
3-1: Why do people trade each other and what are the gains from trade? 
How does trade affect the economic growth? What are the pros and cons concerning export promotion policy vis-à-vis import substitution policy? 
3-2: How does trade alter the distribution of income within country as well as across countries? 

3-3: Do we need protectionism and industrial policy even in the age of globalization or we do not need them at all? 
3-4: Discuss on the history, the current issues, and the future of WTO. 

4: Globalization and Foreign Direct Investment (1 week)
4-1: What are the benefits and costs of FDI?

4-2: How to make best use of FDI for host-country development?

4-3: What is the impact of outward investment on home-country economy? 

4-4: What are the recent trends in FDI and MNCs (multi-national corporations) and their policy implications?

5: Globalization and Financial Market (2 weeks)
5-1: What are the benefits and costs of capital market liberalization?

5-2: What is the policy trilemma facing individual country in the age of financial globalization? 

5-3: Why is the global financial market so volatile and what are the ways and means to stabilize global financial market? 
5-4: Discuss the difference between Bretton Woods and Post-Bretton Wood system.   

6: Globalization and Poverty and Inequality (1 week)
6-1: Has global poverty enhanced or diminished? What have been underlying reasons? 
6-2: Has global income inequality been rising or declining and why has it been so? 

6-3: Is so-called “polarization” universal and inevitable phenomenon? If so, is there any way out? If not, then, why not? 
6-4: What is the best way to combat rising poverty and inequality in the age of globalization?

7: Globalization and Labor and Welfare (2 week)
7-1: Has globalization been improving the lots of workers or leaving them helpless? 

7-2: How factual and real is the “Race to the Bottom” hypothesis?  If it is not, why not? 
7-3: Do anti-sweatshop campaigns in DCs(developed countries) help workers in LDCs(less developed countries)?

7-4: What kind of worker-oriented economic policies are possible, feasible, and sustainable in the age of globalization?   

8: Globalization and Culture (1 week)
8-1: Will civilizations and cultures clash with each other in the coming age?

8-2: Does Globalization make people culturally more alike or more different or make people quite new?

8-3: Do we need new identity or new sense of belonging, quite different from old ones, in the age of globalization? If so, what would be those? 
8-4: Does cultural policy have any impact on the course of globalization? If it does, what kind of cultural policy do we need?

9: Globalization and Democracy and Civil Society (2 weeks) 
9-1: Does economic liberalization lead to political liberalization or the other way around?  

9-2: Will “the third wave of democratization” end up with more liberal democracies or more illiberal democracies (populism)? 

9-3: What should be the role of civil society in the age of globalization?

9-4: Is “globalization from below” or so-called “ethical globalization” only rhetoric? 
10: Globalization and Governance (1 week)
10-1: What are the problems of governance associated with globalization?
10-2: What are the sources of those problems?

10-3: How to deal with those governance problems effectively?

10-4: Who should take a lead?  
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