Research Project in International Area Studies 3: 

Comparative Studies of Eurasia

Semester: Spring 2013

Class Hours: Wednesday 1:00-4:50 PM
Instructor: Kim, Tae Yon

E-mail: antiwar99@hanmail.net
Course Description

This course is designed first to look into the political processes in the post-Soviet states of Eurasia with focus on transition and state-building and then to explore various comparative issues in these states. Students are expected not only to understand the political development of each individual state of Eurasia but to analyze some critical problems in this region from a comparative perspective. This course will be taught by means of lectures and seminars.
Reading Materials

Karen Dawisha, Bruce Parrot. ed. Conflict, Cleavage, and Change in Central Asia and Caucasus. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

Ian Bremmer, Ray Taras. ed. New States, New Politics: Building the Post-Soviet Nations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

Bhavna Dave. ed. Politics of Modern Central Asia. London and New York: Routledge, 2010.

Other articles will be distributed before class.
Evaluation
Class Attendance and Participation 20%
Summary of Reading Materials 25%

Weekly Presentation and Discussion 25%
Presentation of the Term Paper (including Pre-Presentation during the midterm) 30%

Course Schedule

Week 1: Course Introduction

Week 2: Soviet Past and Legacy as the Conditions for Transition in the Post-Soviet States of Eurasia
Ⅰ. Transition and State-Building in the Post-Soviet States of Eurasia
Week 3: Russia
Week 4: Ukraine, Belarus
Week 5: Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan
Week 6: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan
Week 7: Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
Week 8: Presentation of the Draft of the Term-Paper (Pre-Presentation)
Ⅱ. Comparative Issues in the Post-Soviet States of Eurasia

Week 9: “Color Revolutions” and Democratization in the Post-Soviet States of Eurasia
Week 10: Nationalism and Nationality Problems in the Post-Soviet States of Eurasia
Week 11: Civil Society in the Post-Soviet States of Eurasia
Week 12: Clan Politics in Central Asia
Week 13: Islam in Central Asia
Week 14: The New Great Game in Eurasia
Week 15: Presentation of the Term Paper and Discussion
