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Course Objective
The course discusses geo-political dynamics surrounding the Korean Peninsula and Korea’s place in it. The topic of discussion will focus on the power transition that is happening in the 21st century in Northeast Asia between China, Japan and the United States and its impacts on the Korean Peninsula. For this, the course will first discuss the power transitions happened in the past centuries and Korea’s interaction with the major powers in the region. Second focus will be Korea’s relations with its neighbors today. Another focus will be given to two Korea’s domestic situations and their relationship. The course will try to see what could be the future options for the two Koreas in dealing with outstanding issues like nuclear program, unification, alliance management and so forth. 
Course Requirements

1. Class participation (20%)

2. Group presentation (40%)

3. Final Essay (40%)

Guidelines
· Attendance will be important for keeping up with class.  Please be advised that questions for mid-term exam will be based on lecture given in class, not textbook.  Good attendance and active participation will be reflected in grade.

· In their group presentation, students would summarize the readings of each week and present a case for given discussion topics. The presentation should provide frank and detailed discussion of each issues related to the Peninisula questions given by the lecturer.
· Each student should write an essay about a given question about South Korea’s foreign policy challenges in the 21st century. 
· Students are always welcome to ask instructor for clarification during or after class when you feel confused.  Yet, if you miss a class, please do not come to instructor for explanation or the lecture note of the missed class.  You may contact other students for this.  Power Point lecture presentation will be posted on the school web site after each class.
· All students must exhibit professionalism in and out of classroom. Students are required to uphold an honor code regarding “academic standards, cheating, plagiarism, and the documentation of written work,” and be aware of the responsibility.
Class Schedule and Reading Assignment

Week 1 (Sep 3): INTRODUCTION 
Week 2 (Sep 10): UNIFICATION UNDER SILLA-TANG ALLIANCE IN THE 7TH CENTURY
Readings:

· Hwang Kyung Moon, A History of Korea (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), pp. 12-23.
· Han Woo-Keun, The History of Korea (Seoul: Eul-Yoo, 1970), pp. 75-89.
· Lim Ki-hwan, “The Interstate Order of Ancient Northeast Asia: Focusing on the 4th-7th Centuries,” The Journal of Northeast Asian History 4-1 (2007), pp. 13-39.
· What was the critical factors for Silla’s unification strategy?

· What was Tang’s interest and contribution in the Korean unification?
Week 3 (Sep 17): JAPANESE INVASIONS OF CHOSUN IN THE 16TH CENTURY
Readings:

· Hwang Kyung Moon, A History of Korea (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), pp. 80-87.

· Han Woo-Keun, The History of Korea (Seoul: Eul-Yoo, 1970), pp. 268-278.

· James B. Lewis, “International Relations and the Imjin War,” in James B. Lewis ed. The East Asian War, 1592-1598: International Relations, Violence, and Memory (London: Routhledge, forthcoming)
· Samuel Hawley, The Imjin War: Japan’s Sixteenth-Century Invasion of Korea and Attempt to Conquer China (Seoul: Royal Asiatic Society-Korea Branch, 2005)
· What was the Japanese intention?

· What was the Chosun’s strategy before, during and after the war?
· What was the Ming’s interest and strategy?

Week 4 (Sep 17): MANCHU INVASIONS OF CHOSUN IN THE 17TH CENTURY
Readings:

· Hwang Kyung Moon, A History of Korea (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), pp. 80-87.

· Han Woo-Keun, The History of Korea (Seoul: Eul-Yoo, 1970), pp. 268-278.

· James B. Lewis, “International Relations and the Imjin War,” in James B. Lewis ed. The East Asian War, 1592-1598: International Relations, Violence, and Memory (London: Routhledge, forthcoming)
· Samuel Hawley, The Imjin War: Japan’s Sixteenth-Century Invasion of Korea and Attempt to Conquer China (Seoul: Royal Asiatic Society-Korea Branch, 2005)
· What was the Manchu’s intention?

· What was the Chosun’s strategy before, during and after the war?

· What was the interaction between Ming-Qing transition and the Korean peninsula?

Week 5 (Sep 24): THE SINO-JAPANESE WAR 1894-95
Readings:

· S.C.M. Paine, The Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895: Perceptions, Power and Primacy (New York: Cambridge University Press)
· Jonathan Spence, The Search for Modern China (New York: W.W Norton & Co, 2000) pp. 194-262.
· Peter Duus, The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995), pp. 1-168.
.
· What was the Japanese strategic interest?

· How it shaped today’s China-Japan relations including Senkaku/Daioyu Islands?
· What was the Korean reaction?
Week 6 (March 30): THE RUSSO- JAPANESE WAR 1904-05
· Japanese Perspective and Experience

Readings:
· Peter Duus, The Abacus and the Sword: The Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995), pp. 169-244. 397-423.
· Raymond A. Esthus, Theodore Roosevelt and Japan (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1966), pp. 3-127.
· Peter Duus, Ramon H. Myers, and Mark R. Peattie, The Japanese Informal Empire in China, 1895-1937 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989), introduction, and pp. 101-157, 431-438.

· What was the Japanese policy to Korea?

· What was the Korean reaction?

· Ito Hirobumi/Ahn Jung-keun

· How it shaped today’s Japan-Russia relations?

Week 7 (Oct 1): JAPANESE IMPERIALISM IN EAST ASIA
Readings:

· Han Woo-Keun, The History of Korea (Seoul: Eul-Yoo, 1970), pp. 464-492.
· S. C. M. Paine, The Wars for Asia, 1911-1949 (Cambridge University Press: 2012), pp. 123-169.
· Claudia Schneider, “The Japanese History Textbook Controversy in East Asian Perspective,” Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 617, (May 2008), pp. 107-122.
· Alexander Bukh, “Japan's History Textbooks Debate: National Identity in Narratives of Victimhood and Victimization,” Asian Survey, Vol. 47, No. 5 (September/October 2007), pp. 683-704.
· International Crisis Group, “Old Scores and New Grudges: Evolving Sino-Japanese Tensions,” Asia Report N◦258, 24 July 2014 

· Kimie Hara, “Years from San Francisco: Re-Examining the Peace Treaty and Japan's Territorial Problems,” Pacific Affairs, Vol. 74, No. 3 (Autumn 2001), pp. 361-382.
· Alexis Dudden, “Japan’s Border Disputes: Dokdo at the Center of Bigger Things,” The Asan Institute for Policy Studies Issue Brief, No. 19, (8 March 2012)
· Who is learning and telling the whole story?

· Nanjing Massacre, comfort women, nuclear bombs
Week 8 (May 11): THE KOREAN WAR
Readings:

· Henry Kissinger, “The Dilemma of Containment: The Korean War,” Diplomacy (Simon & Shuster, 1994), pp. 473-492.
· Bruce Cummings, “Collision: 1948-1953,” Korea’s Place in The Sun: A Modern History (W.W. Norton & Company, 1997), pp.237-298.
· Roger Dingman, “The Dagger and the Gift: The Impact of the Korean War on Japan,” The Journal of American-East Asian Relations, Vol. 2, No. 1, Special Issue: The Impact of the Korean War (Spring 1993), pp. 29-55.
· Shu Guang Zhang, Mao's Military Romanticism: China and the Korean War, 1950-1953 (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1995), pp. 1-11, 247-262.
Week 9 (Oct 22): FIELD TRIP
Week 10 (Oct 29): US PIVOT AND THE KOREAN PENINSULA
Readings:

· Christopher Layne, “The Waning of US Hegemony - Myth or Reality?” International Security Vol. 33, No. 2 (Summer 2009), pp. 147-172.
· The White House, National Security Strategy (May 2010)
· Department of Defense, “Sustaining US Global Leadership: Priorities for 21st Century Defense, “ (January 2012) 
· Hillary Clinton, "America's Pacific Century," Foreign Policy, (November 2011).
· Department of State, “Assistance Secretary Russel’s Testimony on Opportunities and Challenges in the US-Japan and US-Republic of Korea Alliance,” Washington D.C. (March 4, 3014) 
· Karl W. Eikenberry, “China’s Place in U.S. Foreign Policy,” The American Interest Vol. 9, No. 6 (June 2015)
· Seongho Sheen, “A Smart Alliance in the Age of Complexity: ROK-US Alliance in the 21st Century” EAI Issue Briefing (June 1 2009) 
· Gen. Walter Sharp, “OPCON Transition in Korea,” Korea Chair Platform, CSIS (December 2, 2013)
· Victor Cha, “What’s Next for the US-Korea Alliance” Statement before the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific (June 6, 2012 Washington D.C.) http://csis.org/files/ts120606_Cha.pdf 

· Mark E. Manyin, Emma Chanlett-Avery, Mary Beth D. Nikitin, Ian E. Rinehart, “U.S.-South Korea Relations” CRS Report for Congress (June 11, 2015), pp. 1-37. 

· Korea’s place in the US rebalancing to Asia
· WOC transfer and the future of US-ROK Alliance

· THAAD vs AIIB

· Prime Minister Abe and US-ROK Alliance: Korea fatigue?

Week 11 (Nov 5): RISING CHINA AND THE KOREAN PENINSULA 
Readings:

· Zheng Bijian, “China’s Peaceful Rise to Great Power Status,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 84, No. 5, September/October 2005.
· Robert G. Sutter, China’s Rise in Asia  ( Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc, 2005), pp. 1-75.
· Michael D. Swaine, “China’s Assertive Behavior - Part One: On ‘Core Interests’.” China Leadership Monitor No. 34, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (Winter 2011)
· Wang Jisi, “China’s Search for Grand Strategy,” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 90, No. 2 (March/April 2011), pp. 68-79.
·  Jae Ho Chung, Between Ally and Partner: Korea-China Relations and the United States (New York: Columbia University Press, 2007), Ch. 1,7,8. 
· Asia Report No. 179, “Shades of Red: China’s Debate over North Korea” International Crisis Group, November 2, 2009 

· Denny Roy, “North Korea: Bothersome Cline State” in Return of the Dragon: Rising China and Regional Security (New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 2013), pp. 178-193. 
· China-Korea: friend, neighbor, partner, relatives?

· What will take to China for Korean unification?

· Korea-China-Japan triangle

Week 12 (Nov 12): NORMAL JAPAN AND THE KOREAN PENINSULA 
Readings:

· Mike Mochizuki and Samuel Parkinson Porter “Japan Under Abe: toward Moderation or Nationalism?” Washington Quarterly Vol. 36, No. 4 (Autumn 2013), 25-41.
· International Crisis Group, “Dangerous Waters: China-Japan Relations on the

Rocks,” Asia Report No. 245 (8 April 2013)
· William Choong, “Japan’s New Politics,” Survival, Vol. 55, No. 3 (Jun/Jul 2013), 47-54.
· Yoshihide Soeya, “A View from the Inside on Japan’s Perpetual Trust Gap,” Global Asia Vol. 8, No. 3 (Fall 2013), pp. 38-41. 
· Emma Chanlett-Avery, Mark E Manyin, William H. Cooper, Ian E. Rinehard, “Japan-U.S. Relations: Issues for Congress” CRS Report for Congress (May 1, 2013), pp. 1-33.
· Cheol Hee Park, “Cooperation Coupled with Conflicts: Korea-Japan Relations in the Post-Cold War Era,” Asia-Pacific Review 15:2 (November 2008)
·  Tsuneo Akaha,” Japan’s Multilevel Approach Toward the Koran Peninsula After the Cold War,” in Armstrong, Rozman, Kim and Kotkin ed. Korea at The Center: Dynamics of Regionalism in Northeast Asia, pp. 183-199 
· Sean O’Malley, “Can Military Normalization in Japan and OPCON Transfer in South Korea Enhance Regional Stability? A Conflict Management Framework for Rivalry Dyads,” The Korean Journal of International Studies Vol. 13, No. 1, April 2015, pp.117-146.
· Brendan Taylor, “Japan and South Korea: The Limits of Alliance” Survival Vol. 54, No. 5 (Oct/Nov 2012), pp. 93-100
· Korea-Japan: partner, neighbor, friend or what?

· Abe’s history panel report and Korea
Week 13 (Nov 19): TWO KOREAS, 38 NORTH 
Readings:

· B.R. Myers, The Cleanest Race: How North Koreans See Themselves and Why It Matters (Melville House, 2010),
· Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History (New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 1997), pp. 456-495.
· Daniel Byman and Jennifer Lind, “Pyongyang’s Survival Strategy: Tools of Authoritarian Control in North Korea,” International Security, Vol 35, No. 1 (Summer 2010), pp. 44-74.
· Christopher Hill, “The Elusive Vision of a Non-nuclear North Korea,” Washington Quarterly Vol. 36, No.2 (Spring 2013), 7-19
· Denny Roy, “North Korea: Bothersome Cline State” in Return of the Dragon: Rising China and Regional Security (New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 2013), pp. 178-193.
· Victor Cha and Nicholas D. Anderson, “A North Korean Spring?” Washington Quarterly Vol. 35, No. 1 (Winter 2012), pp. 7-24.
· Mary Beth Nikitin, “North Korea’s Nuclear Weapons: Technical Issues,” CRS Report for Congress (April 3, 2013)
· Will Kim Jong-un last?

· What contingency?

Week 14 (Nov 26): TWO KOREAS, 38 SOUTH 
Readings:

· Sunhyuk Kim and Wonhyuk Lim, “How to Deal with South Korea,” The Washington Quarterly Vol. 30, No. 2 (Spring 2007), pp. 71-82.
· Jae Ho Chung, Between Ally and Partner: Korea-China Relations and the United States (New York: Columbia Univ. Press, 2007), pp. 1-18, 75-121
· Hahm Chaibong, “The Two South Koreas: A House Divided,” The Washington Quarterly, 28: 3, Summer 2005, pp. 57-72
· Marcus Noland, “South Korea: The Backwater That Boomed” Foreign Affairs (Jan/Feb 2014), pp. 17-22.
· Paul B. Stares and Joel S. Wit, “Preparing for Sudden Change in North Korea” Council on Foreign Relations Special Report No. 42 (January 2009).
· Yun Byung-Se, “Park Geun-hye’s Trustpolitik: A New Framework for South Korea’s Foreign Policy,” Global Asia Vol. 8, No. 3 (Fall 2013), pp. 8-15.
· International Crisis Group, “North Korea: The Risks of War in The Yellow Sea,” Asia Report No. 198 (23 December 2010)
· What’s got to do with middle power?

· South Korea and the world

Week 15 (Dec 3): KOREAN UNIFICATION
Readings:

· Paul B. Stares and Joel S. Wit, “Preparing for Sudden Change in North Korea” Council on Foreign Relations Special Report No. 42 (January 2009).
· International Crisis Group, “North Korea: Beyond the Six-Party Talks,” Asia Report No. 269 (16 June 2015)
· Does/Should South Korea want unification?

· What should be contingency plan?

Week 14 (Dec 10): FINAL PAPER
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