Seminar on North Korea: society and culture 북한세미나: 북한의 사회와 문화

Cheehyung Kim 김지형, cheehyungkim@gmail.com, 010.8853.6846

2011 Spring, Tuesdays, 0900 - 1300, GSIS Building 140, Room 107

The aim of this course is to investigate the sociocultural aspects of North Korea. This begins with some kind of understanding of what society is and what culture is. It is then to see how society and culture are linked to each other and to the state. The common space and concept in which this investigation takes place is the everyday life. It is at least considered as both a space and concept that sustains and reconfigures society and culture and their relationship to the state. Each class involves a short lecture followed by a student-led discussion. Some lectures will include movies. 

We have nine weeks of reading. Readings are available in pdf and books, to be purchased at the printing center. Each person is to submit 7 response papers, each on a particular week. A response paper is due the following week. You cannot make up a response paper. A response paper should be about 2,000 words long, consisting of half summary and half criticism. The final exam is the class presentation. Each person is to prepare a 30-minute presentation on a topic chosen with the instructor. The student evaluation is: attendance 30%, discussion 10%, response papers 30%, and class presentation 30%.
Part 1: What is culture?
Wk 1, 3/1. No class.
Wk 2, 3/8. Introduction to the class. 
Wk 3, 3/15. Reading due: 1) Henri Lefebvre’s “The everyday and everydayness,” 2) Guy DeBord’s The society of the spectacle, 3) Leslie White’s “The concept of culture,” 4) James Boggs’ “The culture concept as theory, in context.”
Wk 4, 3/22. Reading due: 1) Alf Lüdtke’s “What is the history of everyday life and who are its practitioners?” 2) Wolfgang Kaschuba’s “Popular culture and workers’ culture as symbolic orders,” 3) Guy Delisle’s Pyongyang: a journey in North Korea.
Wk 5, 3/29. Reading due: 1) Leonid Heller’s “World of Prettiness,” 2) Mikhail Iampolski’s “Censorship as the triumph of life,” 3) Brian Myers’ North Korean literature, 4) Han Sŏrya’s Jackals. Movie in class: “A state of mind” 

Part 2: Sociocultural critique of North Korea

Wk 6, 4/5. Reading due: 1) Sonia Ryang’s “Technologies of the self,” 2) Pyon Hui Gun’s “History of Iron,” 3) Susan Buck-Morss’ Dreamworld and catastrophe, “Chapter 3: Common sense” and “Chapter 4: Culture for the masses.”
Wk 7, 4/12. 1) Reading due: 1) Cheehyung Kim’s “The rhythm of everyday life,” 2) Kim Byung Hun’s “Fellow travelers,” 3) Susan Buck-Morss’ “Chapter 5: Dream and awakening”
Wk 8, 4/19. No class.
Wk 9, 4/26. Reading due: 1) Charles Armstrong’s “The origins of North Korean cinema,” 2) Sok Yun Gi’s “Happiness,” 3) more reading TBA. Movie in class: “The newlyweds”
Wk 10, 5/3. Reading due: 1) Brian Myers’ The cleanest race, 2) Chon Se Bong’s “Ogi.”
Wk 11, 5/10. Reading due: 1) Ralph Hassig and Kongdan Oh’s The hidden people of North Korea, 2) Om Dan Ung’s “Everyone in position.” Movie in class: TBA
Wk 12, 5/17. Reading due: 1) Slavoj Žižek’s “Multiculturalism, or, the cultural logic of multinational capitalism,” 2) Ko Byung Sam’s “Unfinished sculpture” 3) more reading TBA 

Part 3: In our own words

Wk 13, 5/24. Class presentations
Wk 14, 5/31. Class presentations

Wk 15, 6/7. Class presentations (last day of class)

