Professor Jaesok KIM

Topics in Area Studies
Mondays 1:00PM-5:00PM
Classroom: TBD
Office Hours: By appointment only
Office: 301
Course Overview
This course explores the changing culture and society of the three East Asian countries, China, South Korea, and Japan and analyzes the reactions of the ordinary people to the changes. Our course discussion begins with a critical investigation into the traditional societies based on patriarchy, Confucian ethics, and subsistence agriculture. Students discuss how the culture and the society of the three countries have changed since their initial encounters with the expanding global capitalism and went through the process of modernization. The course then examines how the recently intensifying transnational movements of capital, commodities, people, and “cultures” have created particular cultural and societal forms in the region. Drawing on ethnographic, historical, and political literature about the three countries, students can understand how the particular culture and economy of each country have contributed to creating different paths of their historical-cultural transformations. Our topics include: changes in traditional families and gender roles; massive modernization movements and their impacts on people’s everyday life; historical origins of “corporate culture” and its local variations; domestic and international labor migration and the conditions of migrant workers; Japanese and South Korean popular culture, and so on.

Requirements
Class Participation

Attendance

10% 

Discussion

20%

Presentation


30%
Term Paper


40%

Attendance and Class Participation
Every student is expected to attend all class meetings, read all of the required reading materials and actively take part in class discussion. 
Term Paper Plan Statement
The term paper may be on any topic or issue related to the course. Students should consult with the instructor about potential term paper topics and submit a two-page, double-spaced plan of the term paper (with references) on Monday, May 12, 2014. 
Term Paper

Term papers should be in fourteen to fifteen page range (double-spaced) and follow the standard format of academic writing, with footnotes and bibliography. Term paper will be due on Monday, June 16, 2014.
[Course Schedule]
Week 1 Course Introduction

March 3
Week 2 Theories of Globalization
March 10
Required Reading:
Waters, Malcolm. 2001. Globalization. London: Routledge. p.1-59.
Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1976. The Modern World-System: Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European World-Economy in the Sixteenth Century. New York: Academic Press. pp. 229-233.

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels. 1978. “Manifesto of the Communist Party.” In The Marx-Engels Reader. Robert C. Tucker (ed.). New York: Norton. p.473-500. 
Suggested Reading:

Huntington, Samuel P. 1993. “The Clash of Civilizations.” In Foreign Affairs. 72(3).

Week 3 Japan as a “Model Country of Modernization”
March 17
Required Reading:
Hall, J. Whitney. 1965. “Changing Conceptions of the Modernization of Japan” in Marius B. Jansen (ed.), Changing Japanese Attitudes toward Modernization. pp.7-41. 
Vogel, Ezra A. 1965. “Kinship Structure, Migration to the City, and Modernization.” In R. P. Dore (ed.), Aspects of Social Change in Modern Japan. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press. pp.91-111.

Hsu, Francis L. K. 1975. “Iemoto and Industrialization” in Francis L. K. Hsu, Iemoto: The heart of Japan. New York: John Wiley & Sons. pp. 201-238.

Week 4 Creating Corporate Culture in Japan
March 24
Required Reading:

Brown, William. 1974. “Japanese Management: The Cultural Background.” in Takie Sugiyama Lebra and William P. Lebra (eds.), Japanese Culture and Behavior. Honolulu: The University Press of Hawaii. pp.174-191.

Kondo, Dorinne K. 1990. “Disciplined Selves.” In Dorinne K. Kondo, Crafting Selves: Power, gender, and discourses of identity in a Japanese workplace. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 76-115.

Rohlen, Thomas P. 1974. “Sponsorship of Cultural Continuity in Japan: A company training program.” in Takie Sugiyama Lebra and William P. Lebra (eds.), Japanese Culture and Behavior. Honolulu: The University Press of Hawaii. pp.332-341.

Recommended Reading:

Gilson, Ronald J. and Roe, Mark J. “Lifetime Employment: Labor Peace and the Evolution of Japanese Corporate Governance.” Columbia Law Review: 99(2). pp. 508-540.

Week 5 Contemporary Japan: Same or Different?

March 31, 2012
Required Reading:

Kondo, Dorinne K. 1990. “Company as Family?” In Dorinne K. Kondo, Crafting Selves: Power, gender, and discourses of identity in a Japanese workplace. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 199-225.

Fuller, Ellen V. 2009. “Uncertainty, Trust, and Commitment: Defining the self in relation to employment at Transco.” And “Identity and Perception at Transco: Manifestations of confusion.” in Going Global: Culture, gender, and authority in the Japanese subsidiary of an American corporation. Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press. 55-116.

Sugimoto, Yoshino. 2003. “Varieties in Work and Labor” in Yoshino Sugimoto, An Introduction to Japanese Society (2nd edition). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. pp.86-114.

Week 6 Traditional China 

April 7
(I) Land, Lineage, and Ancestors
Required Reading:
Potter, Jack M. 1970. “Land and Lineage in Traditional China.” In Family and Kinship in Chinese Society, Maurice Freedman ed. Stanford: Stanford University Press. pp. 121-139

Watson, James L. 2003. “Hereditary Tenancy and Corporate Landlordism in Traditional China: A Case Study.” In Village Life in Hong Kong, James L. Watson and Rubie S. Watson eds., Hong Kong: The Chinese University Press. pp. 145-168. 

Suggested Reading:

Fei, Xiaotong. 1992. From the Soil: The foundations of Chinese society. Berkeley: University of California Press. pp.37-44, 80-86, and 114-119

(II) Male Domination and Issues of Female Agency
Required Reading:

Greenhalgh, Susan. 1977. “Bound Feet, Hobbled Lives: Women in Old China.” Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies 2(1): 7-21.

Topley, M. 1975. “Marriage Resistance in Rural Kwangtung,” in Margery Wolf and Roxane Witke (eds.) Women in Chinese Society, Stanford: Stanford University Press. pp. 67–88.
Suggested Reading:

Honig, Emily. 1985. “Burning Incense, Pledging Sisterhood.” Signs 10(4): 700-714.

Week 7 “Socialist Modernization” and Revolutionary China

April 14
Required Reading:

Blake, Fred C. 1979. “Love Songs and the Great Leap.” American Ethnologist 6(1): 41-54.

Fairbank, John K. and Goldman, Merle. 1998. “Establishing Control of State and Countryside” and “The Great Leap Forward” in China: A new history. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. pp.345-382 . 

Mao, Zedong. 1967. “Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan: March 1927.” In Zedong Mao, Selected Works of Mao Tse-Tung. Peking: Foreign Language Press. pp.44-46.

Suggested Reading:

Yuan, Gao. 1987. “Smashing the Four Olds” and “Cleaning Our Own Nest” in Born Red: A chronicle of the Cultural Revolution. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 85-98.

Week 8 Limits of Socialist Modernization
April 21
Required Reading:

Jun Jing. 1999. “Villages Dammed, Villages Repossessed: A Memorial Movement in Northwest China.” American Ethnologist 26(2): 324-43.

Robinson, Jean C. 1985. “Of Women and Washing Machines: Employment, Housework, and the Reproduction of Motherhood in Socialist China.” The China Quarterly 101: 32-57.

Whyte, Martin K. 1979. “Revolutionary Social Change and Patrilocal Residence in China.” Ethnology 18(3): 211-227.
Week 9 Traditional Korea & Japanese Colonialization

April 28
Required Reading:

Cumings, Bruce. 2005. “Eclipse, 1905-1945.” In Korea’s Place in the Sun. New York: Norton. pp. 139-184 (Start reading). 

Janelli, Roger L. and Janelli, Dawnhee Yim. 1982. “Families of the Twisongdwi Lineage.” In Roger and Dawnhee Yim Janelli, Ancestor Worship and Korean Society. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press. pp.28-57.

Suggested Reading:

Cumings, Bruce. 2005. “The Virtues.” In Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun. New York: Norton. pp.19-85.
Week 10 Militarized Modernity & South Korean Democratization
May 12
Required Reading:

Chun, Soonok. 2003. “The Korean Textile Industry and the Peace Market.” In Chun Soonok, They Are Not Machines: Korean women workers and their fight for democratic trade unionism in the 1970s. Ashgate. 45-65.

Moon, Seungsook. 2005. “The Historical Roots and the Rise of Militarized Modernity” and “Mobilized to Be Martial.” In Seungsook Moon, Militarized Modernity and Gendered Citizenship in South Korea. Durham: Duke University Press. pp.17-67 

Kim, Choong Soon. “The Culture of Korean Industry.” In Choong Soon Kim, The Culture of Korean Industry: An ethnography of Poongsan Corporation. pp. 199-217.

Suggested Reading:

Chun, Soonok. 2003. “Vulnerability at Work.” In Chun Soonok, They Are Not Machines: Korean women workers and their fight for democratic trade unionism in the 1970s. Ashgate. 79-105.

Week 11 Changes in Contemporary Korea
May 19
Required Reading:

Kim, Myung-Hye. 1996. “Changing Relationships between Daughters-in-Law and Mothers-in-Law in Urban South Korea.” Anthropological Quarterly 69(4): 179-192.

Kim, Wang-Bae. 2004. “Migration of Foreign Workers into South Korea: From Periphery to Semi-Periphery in the Global Labor Market.” Asian Survey 44(2): 316-335.

Kim, Andrew E. and Park, Innwon. 2006. “Changing Trends of Work in South Korea: The Rapid Growth of Underemployment and Job Insecurity.” Asian Survey 46(3): 437-456.

Suggested Reading:

Lim, Timothy C. 2003. “Racing from the Bottom in South Korea? The Nexus between Civil Society and Transnational Migrants.” Asian Survey 43(3): 423-442.

Week 12 Making of Post-Mao Working Class (I)
May 26
Required Reading:

Lee, Ching Kwan. 2007. “The Unmaking of the Chinese Working Class in the Northeastern Rustbelt.” In Ching Kwan Lee (ed.), Workings in China: ethnographies of labor and workplace transformation. London: Routledge. 15-37.
Kim, Jaesok. 2013. Chinese Labor in a Korean Factory: Class, Ethnicity, and Productivity on the Shop Floor in Globalizing China. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
Screening Documentary Film:

China Blue (2005, Teddy Bear Films, Inc.) or Mardi Gras
Week 13 Making of Post-Mao Working Class (II)
June 2
Yang, Jie. The Crisis of Masculinity: Class, gender and kindly power in post-Mao China. American Ethnologist 37(3): 550-62.

Zhang, Xia. Ziyou (Freedom), Occupational Choice, and Labor: Bangbang in Chongqing, People’s Republic of China. International Labor and Working-Class History. 73: 65-84.
Zheng, Tiantian. 2007. “From Peasant Women to Bar Hostesses: ethnography of China’s karaoke sex industry.” In Workings in China: ethnographies of labor and workplace transformation. Ching Kwan Lee (ed.) London: Routledge. 124-144.
Week 14 Localized Globalization: Japanese Popular Culture & “Korean Wave”
June 9
Required Reading:

Koichi Iwabuchi. 2002. “Localizing Japan in the booming Asian markets.” In Recentering Globalization: Popular culture and Japanese transnationalism. pp. 85-120. Durham: Duke University Press.

Kang Myoung Seok. 2007. “A Korean Phenomenon: TV dramas take on a life of their own.” Koreana 21, no. 4. 8-13.
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