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Course Objective

This course is intended to discuss situation and key security issues of East Asia. As an advanced seminar, the course will try provide students with theoretical framework to understand and analyze currents security topics in East Asia.  For this, the course will discuss three different approaches in analyzing today’s East Asian security situation; realist, liberalist, and constructivist.  Following theories, the course will discuss current security issues among major East Asian countries including bilateral relations, Korea and East Asia and nuclear development on the Korean peninsula.  Special attention will be given to the security situation of Northeast Asia.
Course Requirements

1. Class participation (30%)

2. Midterm exam (35%)

3. Final exam (35%)

Guidelines
· Attendance will be important for keeping up with class.  Please be advised that questions for mid-term and final exam will be based on lecture given in class, not textbook.  Good attendance and active participation will be reflected in grade.

Class Schedule and Reading Assignment

March 6
Introduction (Park)
Theories of International Relations in East Asia

March 13
Realism (Sheen)
John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W.W. 

Norton & Company, 2001), 360-402.

Aaron Friedberg, “Ripe for Rivalry: Prospects for Peace in a Multipolar Asia,” 

International Security Vol. 18, No. 3 (Winter 1993/1994), pp. 5-33.

March 20
Liberalism (Sheen)
T.J. Pempel, Remapping East Asia (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2005), pp. 

1-28.

Etel Solingen, “East Asian Regional Institutions” in T.J. Pempel, ed. Remapping 

East Asia (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2005), pp. 29-53.

March 27
Constructivism (Park)
Thomas Berger, “Dealing with Difficult Pasts: Japan’s History Problem from a 

Theoretical and Comparative Perspective,” in Hasegawa and Togo. eds. East Asia’s Haunted Present (New York: Praeger Security International, 2008), pp. 17-41.  

Cheol Hee Park, “Historical Memory and the Resurgence of Nationalism: A 

Korean Perspecitve,” in Hasegawa and Togo. eds. East Asia’s Haunted Present (New York: Praeger Security International, 2008), pp. 190-204.  

Bilateral Security Dynamics in East Asia

April 3

US-China Relations (Sheen)
Hillary Clinton, “America’s Pacific Century,” Foreign Policy
No.189 (November 2011), pp. 56-63.

Charles Glaser, “Will China’s Rise Lead To a War,” Foreign Affairs Vol. 90, No. 

2 (March/April 2011), pp. 80-91. 
April 10
US-Japan Relations (Park)

Yoshinobu Yamamoto, “Japan’s Activism Lite: Bandwagoning the United 

States,” in Byung-Kook Kim and Anthony Jones. eds. Power and 

Security in Northeast Asia (Boulder: Lynnes Rienner, 2007): 127-166. 

Michael Green, “The Democratic Party of Japan and the Future of the U.S.-


Japan Alliance,” The Journal of Japanese Studies 37:1 (Winter 2011), pp. 91-


116.

April 17
Japan-China Relations (Park)
Ryosei Kokubun, “Changing Japanese Strategic Thinking toward China,” in 

Gilbert Rozman, Kazuhiko Togo and Jpseph Ferguson, eds. Japanese Strategic Thought toward Asia (New York: Palgrave, 2007): 137-158.
Wang Jisi, “The China-Japan-US Triangle: A Power Balance Analysis,” in Curtis, 

Kokubun and Wang, eds. Getting the Triangle Straight (Tokyo: JCIE, 2010), pp. 22-43. 
April 24
Mid-term Exam (Sheen)
Korea and East Asia

May 1

Korea-China (Park)
Jae Ho Chung, Between Ally and Partner: Korea-China Relations and the 


United States (New York: Columbia University Press, 2007), 1,7,8.
Suk-Hee Kan, “From Engagement to Hedging: South Korea’s New China 


Policy,” Korean Journal of Defense Analysis (2008), pp. 335-351. 

May 8

Korea-US (Sheen)

Chae-Jin Lee, A Trouble Peaced: US Policy and the Two Koreas (The Johns 

Hopkins Press, 2006), pp 210-275.
May 15

Korea-Japan (Park)
Victor Cha, Alignment Despite Antagonism (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 


1999). Introduction, chapter 2 and conclusion, pp. 199-232..

Cheol Hee Park, “Cooperation Coupled with Conflicts: Korea-Japan Relations 


in the Post-Cold War Era,” Asia-Pacific Review 15:2 (November 2008)
Issues in East Asia

May 22

Nuclear and Peace on the Korean Peninsula (Sheen)
Larry Niksch, “North Korea’s Nuclear Weapons Development and Diplomacy,” 

CRS Report (January 5, 2010)

Anne Wu, “What China Whispers to North Korea,” The Washington 
Quarterly, 28: 2, Spring 2005, pp. 35-48

May 29

Inter-Korean and Korean Unification (Sheen)
Bonnie S. Glaser and Scott Snyder, “Responding to Change on the Korean 
                    Peninsula: Impediments to U.S.-South Korea-China Coordination,” a
 CSIS Report, May 2010 

Seongho Sheen, “To Be or Not To Be: South Korea’s East Asia Security Strategy 

and Dilemma of Unification” The International Spectator (Spring 2009) 
June 5

East Asian Multilateralism (Park)
Aaron Friedberg, “Ripe for Rivalry: Prospects for Peace in a Multipolar Asia,” 


International Security 18:3 (Winter 1993/1994): 5-33.

T.J. Pempel, “Conclusion: Tentativeness and Tensions in the Construction of an 


Asian Region,” in T. J. Pemepl, ed. Remapping East Asia (Ithaca: Cornell 


University Press, 2005)

Paul Evans, “Between Regionalism and Regionalization: Policy Networks and 
the Nascent East Asian Institutional Identity,” in T. J. Pemepl, ed. 


Remapping East
Asia (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2005)

June 12
Final Exam (Park)
