[Attachment 1] Youth MDGs Forum

“Young people in all countries are both a major human resource 
for development and key agents for social change, economic development and technological innovation. Their imagination, ideals, considerable energies and vision are essential for the continuing development of the societies in which they live. ”
(World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, 
United Nations, 1995).

1. Background 
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are eight goals to be achieved by 2015, which are drawn from the actions and targets contained in the Millennium Declaration that was adopted by 189 nations and signed by 147 heads of state and governments during the UN Millennium Summit in September 2000. Responding to the world’s main development challenges, the MDGs promote poverty reduction, education, maternal health, gender equality, and aim at combating child mortality, AIDS and other diseases. According to the 2006 MDGs report, although some progress has been made, yet there is still a long way to go towards meeting the MDGs. 

Several international declarations and documents such as ‘World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond’ (United Nations, 1995), ‘the 2005 United Nations General Assembly resolution 60/2 on policies and programmes involving youth’ and etc have recognized and reaffirmed the importance of the full and effective participation of young people and youth organizations.
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization) has long been committed to the empowerment of young people in order to encourage their equal and full participation at the local, regional and international levels. This is evident in the Youth Forum that has become a continuing feature of the General Conference in order to capture the youth perspectives and visions on key issues.

In keeping with this endeavor, Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International Understanding (APCEIU), under the auspices of UNESCO will host the Youth MDGs Forum, “Millennium Development Goals(MDGs):Vision of Youth” on 4 September 2007 at Ewha Womans University, Seoul, Korea. The Youth MDGs Forum will precede the International Symposium on a Culture of Peace 2007 under the theme of “Keeping the Promise of MDGs through EIU”, which is scheduled from 5 to 7 September 2007. 
The forum aims to provide space for youth to express their views and share their experiences related to the MDGs, in particular, from the perspective of Education for International Understanding (EIU) with special focus on ‘Poverty Alleviation’, ‘Universal Primary Education’ and ‘Environmental Sustainability’. Coming at a time when there is a burgeoning interest in the global issues among youth, the forum will prove to be a timely and excellent opportunity for youth to better understand the key global issues and get empowered to increase their potential contribution.                
※ Education for International Understanding (EIU) is a concept adopted by UNESCO which includes, as sub-themes, ‘Peace’, ‘Human Rights’, ‘Intercultural Education’, ‘Sustainable Development’ and ‘Globalization’. It represents an education that promotes a Culture of Peace based on one of the Pillars of Education ‘Learning to Live Together’.   
2. Objectives 

· Raise and enhance awareness about Education for International Understanding(EIU) and the Millennium Development Goals(MDGs) among youth  
· Provide an opportunity for youth to share their views and perspectives on EIU and MDGs

· Draft a ‘Youth for the MDGs Declaration’ 

3. Youth MDGs Forum 
· Date: September 4, 2007
· Venue: LG Convention Hall, Graduate School of International Studies, Ewha           Womans University, Seoul, Korea
· Theme: “Millennium Development Goals(MDGs): Vision of Youth”
· Programme: 

The forum will consist of round table discussion sessions and a general discussion and will produce a ‘Youth Declaration on Youth’, which will be presented the next day at the International Symposium on a Culture of Peace. 
▶ Round Table Discussion: 
Round table discussants will be selected based on the recommendations from Graduate School of International Studies and the selection criteria set by APCEIU (Please refer to ‘the Guideline on the Round Table Discussion’.)   
▶ General Discussion (wrap-up discussion):

Around 150 Korean/foreign undergraduates and graduate students who are interested in the MDGs and EIU will participate in the general discussion by in-advance registration on a first-come-first-served basis. 
4. Co-organizer
· Graduate School of International Studies, Ewha Womans University 
5. Cooperating Partners
· UNDP (United Nations Development Programme)
· 모두가 MDG 
6. Sponsors
· Korean National Commission for Youth 

· Ministry of Education and Human Resources
· Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

· Graduate Institute of Peace Studies, Kyung Hee University 
· Hankuk University of Foreign Languages 

· Asia Foundation
7. Timetable of the Forum (tentative) 
09:00 – 09:30  Registration

09:30 – 10:00  Opening Ceremony

·  Opening address: Mr. Dai-Geun KANG (Director of UNESCO APCEIU) 

·  Congratulatory message: Mr. Byung-Il CHOI (Dean of Graduate School of International Studies at Ewha University)
10:00 – 10:20  Introduction of Participants
10:20 – 10:40  Coffee of Peace

10:40 – 11:40  [Round table discussion I]
·  “Youth for the MDGs: Poverty Alleviation” 
·  Sharing of youth initiatives and potential youth contribution 

·  Strategies to empower youth to meet the challenges 

·  Potential role of EIU in achieving poverty alleviation 
11:40 – 12:00  Open Discussion

12:00 – 14:00  Luncheon Date
14:00 – 15:00  [Round table discussion II] 

·  “Youth for the MDGs: Universal Primary Education” 

· Sharing of youth initiatives and potential youth contribution 

· Strategies to empower youth to meet the challenges  

· Potential role of EIU in achieving universal primary education 
15:00 – 15:20  Open Discussion 

15:20 – 15:40  Coffee of Peace

15:40 – 16:40  [Round table discussion III]
·  “Youth for the MDGs: Environmental Sustainability” 

· Sharing of youth initiatives and potential youth contribution  

· Strategies to empower youth to meet the challenges 

· Potential role of EIU in achieving environmental sustainability 
16: 40 – 17:00  Open Discussion 

17:00 – 17:30  Wrap-up Discussion 
17:30 – 17:50  “Youth for the MDGs Declaration” 
17:50         Closing Ceremony
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